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The faculty and midshipmen of the Mechanical Engineering Department have diverse interests in the fields of me-
chanics, materials and the thermo-fluid sciences. These interests are reflected in the types of research projects undertaken,
which include sponsored faculty research, Trident Scholar projects and Midshipmen Independent Research projects. Thefocus
of these projects runs the full spectrum from fundamental to pedagogical research.

Thispast year there were atotal of 13 faculty membersinvolved in 19 sponsored research projects. Sponsorsincluded
government agencies, academic ingtitutions and industry. In addition to the sponsored faculty research there were 12 midship-
men involved in independent research projects with faculty and 1 midshipman involved in a Trident Scholar project. Many of
these projectswere also funded by outside sponsors. The output for the past year included 56 publications and 26 presentations.
Of these midshipmen wereinvolved in 16 as either co-authors, presenters or both.

The scholarly pursuits of the faculty alow them to remain current in their fields. This currency benefits the midship-
men both directly and indirectly. The midshipmen benefit directly becausein many casesthe midshipmen areinvolved in doing
the research, which broadens and enhances their intellectual experience. Indirectly the midshipmen benefit because the results
of the research find their way into the curriculum, which helps to maintain its currency.

Sponsored Research

An Investigation into the Effects of Perforations

on the Heat Transfer Enhancement of Extended Surfaces
Researchers: Associate Professor Martin R. Cerza,
with Mr. Juan C Adamsand Dr. P. T. Ireland (Oxford University)
Sponsor: Oxford University

In the literature there has been a large discrepancy over the enhancement effects of hole perforations on the heat
transfer enhancement of extended surfaces (thin fins). Half of the investigators have claimed the perforations do enhance heat
transfer, and haf have claimed there is no heat transfer effect on the use of perforated surfaces. The methods employed by past
investigators were not well suited for resolving small length scales; hence their investigations were clouded by gross surface
effects. Through the use of liquid crystal thermography and digital image processing employed in the current investigation, it
has been conclusively shown that thereisaheat transfer enhancement benefit through the use of perforated surfaces. Moreover,
liquid crystal thermography aided by digital image processing proved to be a very good technique for resolving small heat
transfer length scales. Theinvestigation has concluded that perforations cause a surface heat transfer enhancement by partially
restarting thethermal boundary layer. The partial thermal boundary layer restart allowsfor aheat transfer coefficient (or Nusselt
number) increase or recovery over fully devel oped conditionsin the surface region after the perforation. Since perforationsaso
decreasethe surface area of extended surfaces, the next step would be an optimization of the trade off between the enhanced heat
transfer benefit and the loss of surface area. The investigation also lendsitself to the fluid dynamic wall shear friction effects
caused by perforations since many heat transfer-fluid mechanic analogies show that heat transfer coefficients and friction
factors behave very similarly for many flow conditions.
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Evaluation of the Multi-Component Resin Transfer Molding Process

for Naval Aircraft Components
Researchers: Assistant Professor Peter J. Joyce
and Mr. Neil Graf (NAWCAD/PAX)
Sponsor: Naval Air Warfare Center, Patuxent River (NAVAIR)

The objective of thisresearch project isto evaluate the state of the art in resin transfer molding (RTM) processtechnol-
ogy and examine the influence of controllable process parameters on the thermal and mechanica behavior of composites
manufactured from multi-component resin systems. This research involves three thrusts, thefirst isto evaluate the design and
performance of the automated RTM process designed as part of the Advanced Material sIntelligent Processing Center (AMIPC)
program at Northwestern University (NWU). The second thrust of this research involves the selection and characterization of
materialsand processes for multi-component RTM of primary structural composites. Thethird thrust of thisgoal isto manufac-
ture aerospace quality composites utilizing the selected resin systemsand the NWU system to generate design allowabl e datafor
theindustria partners.

Significant progress has been made toward each of these objectives. Teststo date have concluded that whiletheresin
injection equipment designed by NWU has great merit in terms of the concepts being attempted and the potentia for improved
manufacturing reliability, as yet the system does not perform satisfactorily. For the materials evaluation component of this
research two different resin systems have been selected. In order to evaluate the optimum process cycle for each of these
material systems, athermal analysis program to determine the cure kinetics and the basic thermal and mechanical properties of
each resin system was performed. Thethermal analysiswas complemented by a parametric evaluation of the multi-component
RTM process which involved the manufacture and testing of composite panels.

Structural Testing of Missile Bodies and Surrogates
Researchers: Assistant Professor John A. Burkhardt
and Assistant Professor Peter J. Joyce
Sponsor: Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC), Dahlgren Division

The design and application of atest apparatus for damage tolerance and is described. The objective of thisresearch
program is the experimental validation of computational models under development for damage assessment of missile bodies.
USNA involvement focused on full-scale structural integrity testing of both missile bodies and missile surrogates with varying
degrees of damage. Cantilever bend testing was chosen for damage tol erance testing because of the relative ease of modeling.
The apparatus was designed for full-scale testing of the nine foot long, 30-inch diameter tail section of foreign made missile
bodies. Thetest criteriarequired that the apparatus generate amaximum internal bending moment in the skin/stringer structure
at the root of the cantilever arrangement of 1(10°) in-lbsin pure bending, meaning the loading rig had to specially designed to
accommodate large tip displacements both in and out-of the plane of bending. Furthermore, the loading rig was designed for
displacement control of thetest, rather than load control to avoid sudden catastrophic failure. Each test article wasinstrumented
for displacement at thetip and at the mid-section aswell strain along the entire ventral center line and along dorsal center linein
the vicinity of the hatch opening. Five tests were performed in all, three on foreign missile bodies, two damaged and one
undamaged and two missile surrogates, one damaged and one undamaged. The data and results were turned over to personnel
a the Naval Surface Warfare Center for comparison with the results of numerical modeling studies.

Mechanical Characterization of Al/PTFE Reactive Materials
Researchers: Assistant Professor Peter J. Joyce and Professor James A. Joyce
Sponsor: Office of Naval Research (ONR)

The objective of thiswork isto evaluate the fracture resistance of aluminum/PTFE (polytetrafluoroethylene) compos-
ites currently under investigation for use in enhanced warheads (designated RM4). The dramatic reactive nature of aluminum/
PTFE compositeswhen subjected to ballistic rate | oading has been demonstrated in gasgunsand in full scale structural response
tests employing foreign made missile bodies and surrogates utilizing asub-scale launcher. Thethrust of thiswork isto develop
aclearer understanding of the mechanical response of these reactive materialsto in-flight loads and more importantly to inves-
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tigate the mechanisms responsible for fracture initiation. The objectives of this research are twofold (1) to demonstrate the
applicability of standardized fracture test techniques to the aluminum/PTFE composite and (2) and to evauate the fracture
resistance of the aluminum/PTFE composite in terms of material variability and optimization. The results will be used to
develop a database of fracture toughness properties for these materials for constitutive modeling purposes.

Thiswork was comprised of quasi-static Mode | fracturetoughnesstesting. Our first objective wasto explore whether
the procedures for fracture toughness testing developed by the metals community were applicable to the aluminum/PTFE
composite material. Standard ASTM E1820 fracture toughness specimens were machined from a 14 mm thick sheet of PTFE
material. Since the PTFE materials exhibits high ductility and no apparent fracture initiation when loaded quasi-statically at
ambient temperature, a series of tests was performed at reduced temperature(s) and high rate(s) to explore just what conditions
led to fracture initiation. The fracture toughness was then quantified using the Jintegral.

Response of Tapered Composite Structuresto Torsional Loading
Researchers: Assistant Professor Peter J. Joyce, Poul Valsgaard (Aaborg University)
and Anthony Vizzini (University of Maryland)

Sponsor: Office of Naval Research (ONR)

The objective of thisresearch wasto characterize the behavior of tapered composite structures under torsional loading.
Tapered composite beams have been investigated extensively during the last two decades because of their wide application in
rotorcraft but also in the burgeoning field of wind energy. Tapered composite beams can be tailored to have varying strength
along the length of the beam by using to terminating plies, thereby optimizing strength and removing excess weight. This
introduces a complicated problem of intralaminar stresses throughout the structure. While the problem of stress distribution in
tapered composite beams under tension loading is well understood in terms of the induced transverse stress and strains, the
torsional problemisnot. Thisresearch aims to use experiments together with numerical analysis to understand the torsional
problem. Then using the principle of superposition the two cases of tension and torsion can be summed to describe any
combination of tension and torsion.

A series of tension/torsion experiments was performed on model tapered composite beams 254 mm long, 38 mmwide
and 4.6 mm thick in thethick end and 2.6 mmthick in thethinend. All of the beam specimens were manufactured from Hexcel
IM7/8552 prepreg (an intermediate modul us carbon fiber/toughened epoxy system). All of the specimens consisted of 28 layers
inthethick end and 16 layersin the thin end with plies dropped off in two pairs of two to maintain symmetry aong the length.
Threedifferent layupsweretested. Both ends of the specimen were clamped in aset of grips. Theload was applied asamoment
and atensional load. In some tests the tensional load was negligible, in others the tension was up to 80% of the failure load in
puretension. In all casesthe load, torsion and shear strain was recorded.

Corrosion Effectson Structural Integrity
Researcher: Assistant Professor Michelle G. Koul
Sponsor: Air Force Aging Aircraft Program Office (ASC/AAA)

This effort will help to provide tools to depot persons responsible for selecting environmentally benign corrosion
maintenance procedures for aircraft. The evolving maintenance philosophy of “predict and manage” requires additional corro-
sion maintenance protocols for the depot maintainers. This philosophy isamed at replacing the “find-and-fix” approach that
requirestheremoval of al corrosion when detected during planned depot maintenance. AFRL and/or their contractors provided
corroded specimensfor evaluation at USNA. Prior to providing the specimensto USNA, the corrosion damage was evaluated
using the NDE technology being developed as a separate part of this program. The primary objectives of the work performed at
USNA were: (1) Characterize the types of corrosion damage observed in as a function of alloy, exposure environment and
corrosion protection technology, (2) analyze the corrosion damage within the context of the provided sample history, previous
corrosion damage evaluations and repairs, and the NDE results and (3) evaluate the incorporation of this data into structural
integrity and lifetime predication models. Experimental dataand analysistoolshave been developed. Theresearchresultshave
been documented in a Corrosion journa paper submitted in July 2002.
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Topographical Evaluation of Structural Damage
Researcher: Assistant Professor Michelle G. Koul
Sponsor: S&K Technologies, Dayton, OH

Asaircraft lifetimes are extended, corrosion of aging aircraft materials has become a driver for re-evaluating current
management philosophies due to increased risk and cost, and decreased readiness. The ideais to change to a more selective
management scheme where corrosion damage is evaluated prior to repair. In order to implement this new philosophy, careful
characterization and quantification of corrosion damage are required. AFRL and/or their contractors have provided corroded
specimens for evaluation at USNA. The specimens provided were exposed at various Air Force Bases for 6, 9 and 12 month
periods. Laser profilometry was used to eval uate the surface condition of these specimens. Analysistools have been developed
that provide a quantitative measurement of corrosion damage. MATLAB was used for post-processing of the data and visual-
ization. A Javaprogram was developed to quantify the corrosion damage information in the form of ahistogram, or adistribu-
tion of damage. Most specimens showed minimal corrosion, however specimens exposed at Tyndall AFB showed pitting
corrosion with pit depths on the order of 1-mil. The two fractured fatigue specimens provided did not show any differencesin
damage state viathis analysis that could account for differencesin fatigue life.

Deter mination of Clearance Requirements Around Obstructions
in Finned Coldplates

Researcher: Professor Steven M. Miner
Sponsor: Naval Research Laboratory (NRL)

This study considered the subsystem level, specifically the transfer of heat from the component case through the
coldplate to the coolant. In particular, the effect of bosses, used for mounting components, on the air flow distribution and
temperature distribution in the coldplate was evaluated. The top and bottom plates spread the heat generated in the components
toreducethelocal heat flux. Thefins substantially increase the heat transfer area, reducing the temperature rise from the coolant
to the top and bottom plates. In this case auniform distribution of flow acrossthe coldplate can be achieved and there will be no
localized hot spots. The presence of a boss had three effects on the coldplate performance. The boss disrupts the flow in its
immediate vicinity, reducing the overall heat transfer coefficient. This causes an increase in operating temperature at that
location. In addition, the bosswill change the flow distribution in the coldplate. L ocations both upstream and downstream of the
boss may see reduced flow due to the obstruction, which in turn will cause an increase in operating temperature for these areas
of the coldplate. The changein flow distribution will aso increase the pressure drop through the entire col dplate, increasing the
power required to operate the system. An initial evaluation of the flow around an unbounded and wall bounded cylinder was
completed. This provides a starting point for the evaluation of clearance requirements for coldplates with fins.

Multi-Functional Coatingsfor Military Applications
Researchers: Associate Professor Angelal. Moran
and Dr. Brian Connolly (ONR Post-Doctoral Fellow)
Sponsors: Air Force Multi-University Research Initiative (MURI) Program
and Air Force Office of Sponsored Research (AFOSR)

Thiseffort in support of Multi-University Research Initiative (MURI) project headed by researchers at the University
of Virginia seeks to identify the next generation military coating system that will provide a significant evolutionary advance-
ment in performance from the standpoint of mission safety, corrosion protection, and environmental compatibility. The oppor-
tunity exists to create a metallic cladding that is easily field applied and has arange of functions to improve corrosion perfor-
mance, coating adhesion, and provide active corrosion protection (i.e. self-healing). This can be accomplished through imple-
mentation of thermal spray technology and the use of nanocrystalline or amorphous matrix metallic glasses such as the Al-
transition metal (TM)- rare earth (RE) glasses. A central characteristic of amorphous/ nano-crystalline materialsisthe ability to
supersaturate desired alloying elements to produce a material with superior corrosion performance, as well as high strength,
ductility, and wear resistance. Al-based metals have been thermally sprayed in air from wire, ribbon, or powder stock using
severa thermal spray techniques such as hand-held arc spraying and plasma spraying. Small panels have been produced for
materials characterization and corrosion testing. Control claddings have been compared to newer compositions aimed at multi-
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functionality. Fatigue life at severd stress values have been determined for coated versus uncoated AA2024-T3 in a satwater
environment. Electrochemical inhibition of pitting and other forms of local corrosion, known to reduce fatigue lifetimes, will be
distinguished from reductionsin purely mechanically-driven fatigue processes by conducting testsin air, in benign solutionsandin
corrosivesolutions. Mechanisticinformation on factorsimproving thefatigueresistance of high strength Al aloyswill be obtained.

Evaluation of the Environmentally Assisted Cracking Performance

of Candidate Aluminum Alloysfor Replacement of AA7075-T6Aaircraft Structures
Researchers: Associate Professor Angela L. Moran, Assistant Professor Michelle G. Koul
and Dr. Brian Connolly (ONR Post-Doctoral Fellow)
Sponsor: Office of Naval Research (ONR)

The objective of this effort is to evaluate the environmentally assisted cracking (EAC) performance of two high
strength candidate alloys (AA7249-T76511 and AA7150-T77511) that are being considered for replacement of corrosion-prone
AAT7075-T6 aircraft extrusions. Previouswork has optimized the retrogression and re-aging (RRA) processfor AA7249 extru-
sionwith regard to strength and the RRA temper can be evaluated as part of thisprogram. In addition, the crack propagationrate
of these materials can be evaluated as a function of the aqueous chloride concentration in order to fully characterize the EAC
performance. The focus of this program is the evaluation of EAC propagation rates (da/dt) as a function of applied stress
intensity (Kapp) for pre-cracked specimens. The EAC resistanceis evaluated in the short transverse direction with regard to the
primary working direction, which commonly represents the lower bound of EAC resistance, as well asthe type of orientation
obtained in structurally significant locations such asrivet holes. Two test methods are available to USNA for to ng crack
propagation rates. Fatigue pre-cracked double cantilever beam (DCB) specimens are bolt loaded at an initial value of applied
stressintensity (Kapp) and exposed to aNaCl solution, allowing the EAC crack to grow under aconstant crack opening displace-
ment and adecreasing Koo The EAC crack propagation resistanceiscompared by plotting crack propagation rate (da/dt) versus
Kop A vauefor the EAC threshold (K, ) isobtained from the Kapp a which crack growthisarrested. The second techniqueis
the rising step load (RSL) test. Thistest technique measurescrack initiation (Kgao) @nd propagation (da/dt) of immersed fatigue
pre-cracked specimens under an increasing, stepwise K . Theeffect of Crack tip chemistry on EAC propagation rates will be
evaluated indirectly by varying the bulk chloride concentrat|0n from approximately 3x10* to 3.5 wt.% in a buffered solution.
The fracture modes will be evaluated using scanning el ectron microscopy (SEM) and metallographic sectioning. Quantitative
electrochemical evaluation of selected alloys can aso be conducted.

Evaluation of the Perfor mance of Candidate Aluminum Alloys

for Aging Aircraft Refurbishment and Replacement
Researchers: Assistant Professor Michelle G. Koul
and Associate Professor AngelaL. Moran
Sponsor: Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL)

AAT7075-T6511 is used for the main structural components on anumber of Naval and Air Force aircraft. T6511, or T6,
describes the type of temper, which specificaly isan artificial aging heat trestment. Although thistemper resultsin high strength,
it doesnot provide good resistanceto environmental ly assisted cracking (EAC). One heat trestment that can be applied to thisaloy
to enhanceits EAC characteristicswithout sacrificing strengthis called retrogression and re-aging (RRA). RRA consistsof ashort-
time trestment of a T6 temper a an intermediate temperature followed by re-aging with a T6 aging treatment. The resultant
aluminum has smilar strength characteristics to a T6 temper, but it has improved resistance to EAC. Additionaly, the Navy is
currently considering the aluminum aloy AA7249 as areplacement for AA7075-T6511 extrusions. Initia testing has shown that
the mechanical propertiesof AA7249-T76511 have met or exceeded the properties of AA7075-T6511 but the corrosion resistance
characterigtics of the fina product form have not been documented. The objective of thiseffort isto evaluate the environmentally
assisted cracking (EAC) performance of AA7249-T76511 as compared to AA7075-T6 utilized in aircraft extrusions. Previous
work hasoptimized theretrogression and re-aging (RRA) processfor AA7249 extrusion with regard to strength and the mechanical
properties of the optimal RRA temperswill be further evaluated as part of this program.
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Ceramic Matrix Compositesand High Temperature Materials
Researcher: Associate Professor AngelalL. Moran
Sponsor: Department of Energy Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory (KAPL)

Materia sfor high temperature applicationsare required for the Department of Energy aswell asfor theNavy. Thisproject
involves analyzing the validity of computer codes devel oped to predict the properties of ceramic composites. SiC/SiC composites
are being experimental ly tested to determine mechanica properties, density and uniformity. Thetest datais utilized to evauateand
comparetheresultsof anaytica codesdevel oped by RPI, VirginiaTech, NASA and MIT to predict elastic stress statesfor different
composite architectures. Materials have been acquired from commercia sources and have been fabricated in-house.

High Temperature Copper Alloysfor the Automotive Industry
Researcher: Associate Professor AngelalL. Moran
Sponsor: Ford Research Laboratory

Spot welding electrodes deteriorate very rapidly when used for welding of aluminum automotive components. Thisis
dueto the formation of alow melting point eutectic phase at the interface of the copper electrode and the aluminum, dissolving
away the surface of the electrode. This project involves developing novel electrode compositionsthat suppress the formation of
low melting point phases, thereby increasing electrode life. Advanced manufacturing methods such as laser cladding, ion
implantation and spray deposition are being utilized.

Failures Analysis and Performance Evaluation of Sprinkler Heads
Researcher: Associate Professor AngelalL. Moran
Sponsor: Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC)

Asaresult of an ongoing CPSC investigation into the performance of sprinkler heads, the Naval Academy has been
tasked with testing of sprinklers produced by anumber of different manufacturers. Standardized test methods have been devel -
oped. Visual inspection and pressure testing have been conducted on samples provided to date. Metallurgical examination of
samples has also been conducted as required to understand the mechanismsinvolved in the failure of certain heads.

Neutron Induced Charge Deposition: An Integral Part of Navy SLBM System

Radiation Hardened Microelectronics Design
Researchers: Professor Martin E. Nelson
and LCDR Gene Canfield, USN (SSP)
Sponsor: Strategic Systems Program (SSP)

Thisresearch examined the need for the determination of neutron induced charge deposition in thedesign of radiation-
induced microelectronics utilized in Navy Submarine Launched Balistic Missile (SLBM) systems. The research to date has
examined trends in the commercia and radiation hardened microelectronic industries. Next an investigation has been per-
formed on specific neutron interactions and their effects on microelectronics. An experimenta plan was developed to collected
response data of Charge Collection Devices (CCDs) to fast neutrons. The first part of this plan was completed in December
2001 when experiments were conducted at White Sands, NM. The next experimentd tests are planned for the U.S. Naval
Academy in June 2002.
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Evaluation of Soft Error Ratesin Silicon on Insulator (SOI) Based

Microelectronic Devices Design
Researchers: Professor Martin E. Nelson
and Visiting Professor James F. Ziegler (Physics Department)
Sponsor: Naval Research Laboratory (NRL)

A cooperative research investigation has been initiated between the Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) and the U.S.
Naval Academy (USNA) to investigate the cause of single event upsetsin rad-hardened Silicon-on-Insulator (SOI) microelec-
tronic devices. Experiments are planned at USNA using the 14 MeV neutron generator as well as other Washington D.C.
facilities to irradiate various devices in order to gain fundamental understanding of the cause of these failures. It is hoped to
identify the major nuclear reaction responsible for the observed SEUs. As these microchips contain boron, the results of previ-
ously performed measurements and the recently completed Trident Scholar project with a calibrated neutron detection system
by Midshipman 1/C John D. Dirk, USN should be of great use to the project.

M easurement Dose Responseto 14 MeV Neutrons of Silicon Oxide Diodes
Researcher: Professor Martin E. Nelson
Sponsor: Korean Atomic Energy Research Institute (KAERI)

Silicon oxide diodes undergo a change in both resi stance and threshold voltage due to atomic displacements upon radia-
tion with neutrons with energies greater than 4 MeV. It isthe purpose of this project to measure the change in threshold voltage as
afunction of neutron dose. In this project, devices were radiated with neutron doses that varied from zero to 1000 rads using the
Nava Academy’s 14 MeV neutron generator. Results were then compared with the diodes response to lower energy neutrons.

Boundary Layer Separation and Transition Control Under

L ow-Pressure Turbine Conditions
Researcher: Associate Professor Ralph J. Volino
Sponsor: NASA Glenn Research Center, Turbine Branch

Boundary layer separation, reattachment, and laminar-turbulent transition are under experimental investigation. These
phenomena are important in the flow over modern low-pressure turbine airfoils. The flow on the suction side of the airfail is
subject to an adverse pressure gradient, which tends to cause boundary layer separation. The adverse pressure gradient also
promotes transition to turbulent flow. Transition often leads to reattachment of the boundary layer. Boundary layer separation
causes adegradation of performance, particularly if the boundary layer does not reattach. The interaction between separation
and transition is complex, and the inability to accurately predict the flow isalimitation to designers. A detailed experimental
database is needed to provide a better understanding of the flow, and a basis for new computational efforts and modeling.
Experimentswereinitiated at NASA Glenn and continue at the Naval Academy in asingle passage turbine cascade installed in
alow speed wind tunnel. A series of baseline cases has been completed, including measurements at five different Reynolds
numbers and two different free-stream turbulence levels. Surveys of velocity vs distance from the airfoil were acquired at
eleven streamwise stations for each case using hot-wire anemometry. Spectral analysis of the turbulence has been completed.
Two papers have been written and accepted for conference presentation and journal publication. A new series of experiments
has just been completed using boundary layer trips of various heights to control the transition, separation and reattachment.
These tests were conducted for al 10 of the conditions from the baseline cases.
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Intelligent Computer Aided Instruction (I1CAI)
Researcher: Professor Chih Wu
Sponsor: Office of Naval Research (ONR)

The Mechanica Engineering Department at the United States Naval Academy is currently evaluating a new teaching
method that implements the use of computer software. Utilizing the thermodynamic based software CyclePad, Intelligent
Computer Aided Ingtruction (ICALI) isincorporated in a basic Engineering Thermodynamics course (EM319) for engineering
major studentsand an advance Energy Conversion Course (EM443) for mechanical engineering students. The use of the CyclePad
software enhances|ecturesand aids studentsin visualization and design. The contents of undergraduate thermodynamics courses
were established long before computers existed. Problem assignments appearing in popular textbooks have been developed
with an understanding that students will work them by hand. Interesting practical problemsthat are difficult to solve or which
involve parametric studies are usually not assigned because the long cal cul ation would require an unreasonabl e time investment
by the students. CyclePad allows usersto concentrate on the fundamental engineering design principleswithout being distracted
by the tedious computation and wrong input design data. As a consequence, students can do more comprehensive design and
cover more material without necessarily devoting more study time to the course.

CyclePad introduces students to the concept of design as an open-ended process involving synthesis, analysis,
and choicesamong design aternatives. It providesavaluable design aid by giving visualization of the schematic combination
of avariety of thermodynamic cycles. This visualization allows the students to easily explore the effects that changing
design parameters have on the behavior of a cycle. The approach of the CyclePad makes the learning of thermodynamic
cycle design more exciting and results in more effective training of future designers. CyclePad has now been in use for
design homework and projects, over a period of six semesters at the U.S. Naval Academy. The experience has been a
positive one. The future version of the software will incorporate modifications suggested by users.

| ndependent Research

Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) Analysis of the Flow

and Forcesin a Centrifugal Pump Impeller
Researcher: Professor Steven M. Miner

In this project both potential flow and viscous flow analysis techniques are used to predict the flow field within the
impeller of a centrifugal flow pump. The viscous flow results are generated using the “locked rotor” technique. The resulting
velocity and pressure fields are used to calculate the pressure and momentum forces acting on the impeller. The potential and
viscousflow resultsare compared to each other and to experimental dataavailablefor theimpeller geometry considered. Studies
are done first for the impeller centered in its volute and then repeated for the impeller orbiting within the volute. To date the
potential flow centered impeller analysis has been completed. Preliminary analysis of a single impeller passage using viscous
flow analysis has been initiated.

Wavelet Analysisof Boundary Layer Transition Under Turbine Airfoil Conditions
Researcher: Associate Professor Ralph J. Volino

Boundary layer transition is an important phenomenon for the flow over gas turbine airfoils. As the flow moves over
the airfail, it transitions from laminar to turbulent flow. When this occurs, hest transfer rates and skin friction can increase
significantly. To accurately predict the flow through a gas turbine engine, which is necessary for improved designs, transition
must be predicted accurately. Transition under engine conditions is complicated by several factors, including the high back-
ground turbulence level and strong pressure gradients. The problem has been studied extensively, but is still not completely
understood. During the Spring 2000 semester, Midshipman 1/C C.M. Pratt, USN made vel ocity measurementsin the boundary
layer on aflat plate. These data have now been studied using wavelet analysis. Trangitional flow is intermittent, switching
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between alaminar-like state and a turbulent-like state at any fixed position in the transition region. Wavelet analysis allowsthe
Separate spectral documentation of these laminar and turbulent flows. The streamwise and wall normal velocities were consid-
ered, along with the turbulent shear stress. Strong differences between the laminar and turbulent spectrawere found. Appropri-
ate scaling parameters for each zone were found, demonstrating considerable self-similarity within each zone, throughout the
trangition area. A paper has been written and accepted for conference presentation and publication.

Research Course Projects

Seamless Processing of Composite Tubes
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C Andrew Satorius, USN
Adviser: Assistant Professor Peter J. Joyce
Sponsor: Office of Naval Research (ONR)

Thisproject demonstrated aprocessthat combined filament winding of thefiber perform using an expandable mandrel
with resin transfer molding (RTM) to manufacture seamless composite tubing. The trouble with conventional liquid composite
molding commonly used to manufacture composite tubesisthe two-piece mold construction which resultsin alengthwise seam
in the finished tubes. The expandable mandrel technique incorporates a high coefficient of thermal expansion (CTE) mandrel.
Thefiber performisbuilt up on the mandrel by dry filament winding. The pre-form and mandrel arefitted inside an outer mold
of seamless drawn on mandrel steel tubing (chosen for its surface finish and the low CTE of the steel.) The pre-from is then
infiltrated with resin using vacuum assisted RTM. The mandrel, composite, and mold are then oven cured at elevated tempera
ture and then cooled.

A similar technique has been demonstrated in industry before but with a braided fiber perform, the objective of this
project was to evaluate the feasibility of using filament winding instead to make the fiber perform. Four tubes were manufac-
tured using this technique. Each tube was evauated in terms of resin distribution and fiber volume fraction (using optical
microscopy), void content (by visual inspection), and consistency of wall thickness. The expandable mandrel techniqueworked
poorly with the filament wound fiber performs, it is thought that the accumulated winding tension constrained the thermal
expansion of the mandrel, explaining the non-uniform fiber/resin distribution through the thickness, the poor void volume, and
theinability to get the tubes to rel ease from either the mandrel or the mold.

Compressive Strength M easurement of Polymer Matrix Composites

Using Combined Shear/End L oading — a Feasibility Demonstration
Researcher: Midshipman 2/C Kevin Yost, USN
Adviser: Assistant Professor Peter J. Joyce
Sponsors. Office of Naval Research (ONR)
and Naval Air Warfare Center (NAVAIR), Patuxent River

Thisresearch investigated compression testing of textile composites through combined shear/end loading. Compres-
sion testing of advanced compositesisdifficult andin fact little consensus has been reached in the past three decadesin terms of
what techniqueto use. Primary structural applicationsof textile compositeshave only just begun to be explored in amarket once
thoroughly dominated by prepreg composites. On top of that the combined shear/end |oading technique for measuring compos-
ite compression strength was only recently standardized by ASTM for use with multiaxial laminate composites. Thereislittle
to no experience to be found in the literature regarding compression testing of textile composites.

This project sought to explore thefeasibility of the combined shear/end loading compression test method as described
in ASTM D6641 for use in compression strength measurement of textile composites. For thiswork several composite panels
were fabricated using wet layup from a plain weave (PW) glass fabric with room temperature curing epoxy to examine the
feasibility of the combined shear/end loading compression test method. A mold wasdesigned to contain theresin used to wetout
thefibers. Theeffectsof vacuum bagging and autoclave pressure on compressive strength werealso investigated. Finally apair
of panels was fabricated from a PW carbon fiber fabric and a 350°F curing epoxy resin using wet layup. Specimens from the
PW carbon fabric/350°F curing epoxy wet layup panel weretested al ong with test specimens provided by the Naval Air Warfare
Center at Patuxent River manufactured from the same fabric and epoxy but by resin transfer molding.
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M etallography of Aluminum Aircraft Wing Skin Material
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C Eric D. Severson, USN
Adviser: Assistant Professor Michelle G. Koul
Sponsor: Air Force Aging Aircraft Program Office (ASC/AAA)

Aircraft structural components made from wrought, high strength aluminum alloys, such as AA7075 and AA7178 are
pronetointergranular and exfoliation corrosion in certain tempers. Aspart of the new Air Force aircraft corrosion management
philosophy, the depots must be ableto eval uate the exfoliation damage and determineif the current damage state requiresrepair,
or can be delayed until the next inspection. In order to do this, theintergranular growth rates as afunction of environment and
aloy must be evaluated. AA7178 simulated wing skin samples exposed at humerous bases were examined through cross-
sectional metallography. Cross-sectiona metallography permitted the determination of the lateral rate of intergranular and
exfoliation attack (penetration depth from the edge of the rivet hole) aswell asthe vertical rate (penetration rate in the through
thickness direction). The distribution of attack and relevant statistical parameters (mean, standard deviation, and extreme
values) were determined and compared to non-destructive eval uation of the samples obtained previoudly. A distribution of the
lateral and vertical rates of intergranular and exfoliation corrosion as a function of exposure time at each base was obtained.
Averagerateswere then compared to masslossdataaswell asto certain environmental parametersfor comparison to traditional
environmental severity classification methodologies.

Thermal Spray Coatingsfor Aerospace Applications
Researchers: Midshipman 1/C Rob Kurrle, USN and Midshipman 1/C Rion Martin, USN
Advisers: Associate Professor AngelaL. Moran
and Dr. Brian J. Connolly (ONR Post-Doctoral Fellow)

Sponsor: Air Force Office of Sponsored Research (AFOSR)

Aluminum-based metals used on commercia and military aircraft are usually operating in high stress environments
and are generally exposed to corrosion. Therma spraying different types of coatings on these metals can provide significant
corrosion protection and a metalic coating of high strength, ductility, and wear resistance. Hand-held arc spraying, plasma
spraying and HV OF spraying were evauated to find which thermal spray method provides the optimal coating. Mechanical
properties (bending and bond strength), corrosion fatigue resistance and microstructural variations were determined for each of
the different coating methods.

The Environmentally Assisted Cracking of Aluminum Alloys

for Aircraft Structures
Researchers: Midshipman 1/C Brendon Bielat, USN
and Midshipman 1/C Andrew Burkhardt, USN
Advisers: Associate Professor AngelaL. Moran
and Dr. Brian J. Connolly (ONR Post-Doctoral Fellow)
Sponsor: Office of Naval Research (ONR)

Dueto the highly corrosive environment in which Naval aircraft operate, the resistance of the aircraft alloysto crack
initiation and propagation is significantly reduced. Environmentally-assisted cracking (EAC) dramatically affects the perfor-
mance and lifetime of the aircraft. This project evaluated various 7000 series aluminum alloys and thermal treatmentsin order
toidentify improved alloys or processing methodsto resist EAC. Corrosion testing (double cantilever beam and slow strain rate
methods) and materials characterization were conducted on 7050, 7249,and 7040 aluminum aloys.
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Spectrometry of Cosmic Ray Induced Neutronsin the Environment

that Cause Single Event Upsets
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C Brian T. Murphy, USN
Advisers: Professor Martin E. Nelson
and Visiting Professor James F. Ziegler (Physics Department)
Sponsor: International Business Machines (IBM) Corporation

Terrestrial cosmic rays, consisting of neutrons and other charged particles, cause soft errors in semiconductor
devices such as SRAMSs. Recent dataindicatesthat the low energy neutrons, including thermal neutrons, dominate the soft
error rate (SER) of memory chips. Additionally, published data indicates that the neutron flux can vary by over an order
of magnitude, depending on the local ground environmental and shielding factors, such asbuilding materials. This project
examined the history and current state of fast neutron spectrometers in existence. These systems included the Bonner
Sphere System, a Time of Flight (TOF) detector with liquid scintillation, the Rossi counter and superheated bubble
dosimeters. After analysis, it was determined that both the TOF system and the Rossi counter were viable candidates to
measure neutrons with kinetic energy up to 200 MeV.

Temperature Stabilization of a Reference Light Sourcefor Usein a TLD Reader
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C George Messner, USN
Advisers: Professor Martin E. Nelson
and Associate Professor R. Brian Jenkins (Electrical Engineering Department)
Sponsor: Naval Dosimetry Center

Thermoluminiscent dosimeters (TLDs) areused extensively throughout the Navy. However, referencelight sourcesin
TLD readers are subject to degrees of variation caused by temperature and/or other factors, which make the light useless for
determining the effectiveness of thereader. Specifically, with regard to LED referencelights, thefluctuationsin dioderes stance
over temperature causes for unacceptable instability. This project involved designing circuits based on use of LED and laser
light sources that improved the stability of the system with regard to both temperature and wavelength. Equipment was pro-
cured and set-up in the Nuclear Laboratory at the U.S. Naval Academy in order to test the designs.

Investigation into the Feasibility of Highly Enriched Uranium Detection

by External Neutron Stimulation
Researcher: Midshipman 2/C Crystine M. Good, USN
Adviser: Professor Martin E. Nelson
Sponsor: Defense Threat Reduction Agency

Theillega entry into the United States of special nuclear material (SNM) poses a significant security threat. SNM
consists primarily of fissilematerial such ashighly enriched uranium (HEU) or plutonium. The government tracksthismaterial,
and has reported that significant quantities are missing from foreign countries. Thisisan ongoing problem that requires more
atention in detecting SNM.

There are two techniques that can be used to detect the presence or absence of SNM. One involves the use of passive
radiation detection equipment and looking for spontaneous fission events. The second method uses an external neutron source
to produce a given signal for a given quantity of SNM. While significant emphasis has been placed on thefirst approach, little
or no study has been given to the second method. It isthe goal of this project to investigate this latter approach.

The feasibility study was conducted by performing simulations using the MCNP radiation transport code. The site
model ed was alarge seaboard shipping container. A large neutron sourcewas placed on one side of the seacontainer, whilehigh
efficiency neutron detectors were situated on the other side. Primary variables considered in the research included source type,
location, and emission energy, number and location of neutron detector, cargo materials, and location and mass of the HEU
within the container. The main output of the analysis was to optimize the detector interactions per source neutron emitted.
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The Effect of Synthetic Jetson the Efficiency of the Low Pressure Turbine

of a Gas Turbine Engine
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C Dirk H. Heron, USN
Adviser: Associate Professor Ralph J. Volino
Sponsor: NASA Glenn Research Center, Turbine Branch

At higher altitudes and lower Reynolds numberstheefficiency of low pressureturbinesdrops. Thisisdueto boundary
layer separation. It may be possibleto prevent or control separation using either passive or active devicesin the boundary layer.
Passive devices stand statically in the flow, acting as atrip and hel ping to reduce separation. These devices, while improving
efficiency at lower Reynolds numbers, may reduce efficiency at higher Reynolds numbers. Inthe present study, “ synthetic” jets
were used as an active device, which could be turned on and off at different Reynolds numbers. The synthetic jet is a small
oscillating jet that is pulsed in and out of the airfoil surface, into the boundary layer. 1t has no net massflow, but it doeshave a
net momentum flux. The synthetic jets were placed aong the turbine blade and supplied from an interna cavity in the blade.
The cavity was connected to aloudspeaker, which was driven to producethe oscillating jets. Thejetsdisrupted theflow over the
blade, creating turbulence. Turbulent flow tended to keep the boundary layer from separating. A preliminary study was
completed, showing that synthetic jets are capable of preventing separation, even at very low Reynolds numbers. Measure-
ments included pressure surveys along the airfoil, along with velocity profile measurements near the trailing edge. The jet
frequency did not appear to have alarge effect, but the amplitude had to be sufficiently high for the jets to be effective.

Simulation and Potential I mprovement of Naval Shipboard Power Plants
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C Darren S. Szerdy, USN
Adviser: Professor Chih Wu

The Brayton gasturbine cycle, the Rankine steam turbine and the diesel cyclesare accurate models of performancefor
power generation machinery. Shipboard power generation originates from gas turbines, steam-driven turbines or diesel en-
gines. Through a computer program called CyclePad, these systems are easily simulated with accuracy using redlistic data.
With the addition of intercoolers, regenerators or other heat exchangers, these systems can be adjusted for maximum efficiency,
max power, minimum weight and space or amix of different characteristics using CyclePad. The objective of this project was
to smulate the current shipboard power plants, predict how the addition of mechanical devices would potentially improve
shipboard engine performance and make recommendations based on the results. A computer program called CY CLEPAD
provides afast way to model and solve complicated engine problems. This program uses basic thermodynamic equations and
working fluid properties to analyze different engine designs.

Trident Scholar Project

Electronic Reliability and the Environmental Thermal Neutron Flux
Researcher: Midshipman 1/C John D. Dirk, USN (Physics major)
Advisers: Professor Martin E. Nelson and Visiting Professor James F. Ziegler (Physics Department)
Sponsors: Office of Naval Research (ONR)
and International Business Machines (IBM) Corporation

Modern microelectronics are characterized by chips with extremely high bit densities, and when boron isused in the
manufacturing process, they tend to be highly sensitive to thermal neutrons. When thermal neutrons, which originate from
cosmic rays, interact with a nucleus of an atom, electrical charge is produced that can change the logic state of the cell. For
example, in a memory cell this interaction could cause a zero to become a one, an occurrence know as a “bit flip”. This
phenomenon isalso known asasingle event upset (SEU) and isimportant problem facing computer manufacturerswho employ
thismaterial in their microelectronics.

A final Trident Scholar report detailed the Naval Academy thermal neutron detection system, which isbased on using
abare and borated silicon Helium-3 detector with pulse shape analysis. Calibration of the system was performed with expei-
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ments at the Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC)-Carderock, at the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute, and at
the National Ingtitute of Standardsand Technology (NIST). Field measurements were performed around the Washington D.C.-
Annapolis area at various locations in buildings with heavy concrete structures and light shielding. Experiments were also
performed as afunction of depth in water. Meantime to failure of modern microelectronic devices were calculated along with
attenuation coefficientsfor concreteand water. All resultswere compared with previously published results and showed that the
typica thermal neutron flux has avalue of 6 neutrons/cnm? hr with a2x variation compared to previously published data, which
showed anearly 100 x variation in the thermal neutron flux between 1-100 n/cm? hr.

Publications

Journal (Refereed) Manuscripts

CERZA, Martin R., Associate Professor, Adams, J. C., Ireland, P. T. and Oswald, J., “Photographs on the Effect of
Perforations on the Heat Transfer dueto Laminar Flow over an Extended Surface,” The Journal of Heat Transfer, Vol.124,
n.4, August 2002.

In the past it has not been resolved as to whether perforated surfaces on a fin enhance heat transfer. In this
photographic study, which utilizes liquid crystal thermography, the evidence suggests that there is an increasein
the local heat transfer coefficient in the vicinity of the downstream side of the perforations. The perforations
appear to partially disrupt the thermal boundary layer and they appear to allow a partial restart of the boundary
layer on the backside of the hole. For these series of photographs, a transient heating technique is employed.
Helium at approximately 70°C is allowed to flow through 5 perspex channels separated by 1 mm thick perforated
fins. The channel cross sectiona areas are 33 mm high by 13.1 mm wide. The channel lengthis1 m. Theinitial
temperature of the channelswas 24°C. A one-degree, narrow band, liquid crystal (30°C color change temperature)
was painted over the black painted center channel fin. Thetime history of the color change of the painted fin was
recorded on a standard CCD video camera. The peak intensity-time relationships were obtained from image
processing the recorded video and the heat transfer coefficients were evaluated using a transient thin fin heat
transfer model. The helium temperature was measured at 5 locations along the channel. As can be seen, there
appears to be alocal heat transfer enhancement near the backside of the perforations. Comparisons are made to
non-perforated finsin the channel Reynolds number range of 750-2500.

FLACK, Karen A., Associate Professor, Saylor, J.R., and Smith, G.B., “Near Surface Turbulence for Evaporative
Convection,” Physics of Fluids, Vol. 13, pp. 3338-3345 (2001).

The near surface turbulence profiles of water undergoing evaporation was measured using laser Doppler anemom-
etry, demonstrating for the first time the effect of surfactant mono-layers on the turbulence structure near the air/
water interface. Measurementswere obtained from awater surface that was covered with a surfactant mono-layer
and also from a water surface that was nominally free of surfactants. Comparisons were made to previously
obtai ned surface temperature measurements. The presence of a surfactant significantly decreased the near-surface
turbulence in both the vertical and horizontal direction.

FLACK, Karen A., Associate Professor, Smith, G.B., SCHULTZ, M.P, Assistant Professor (Naval Architecture and
Ocean Engineering Department), and Saylor, J. R., “ The Correl ation Between Surface Temperature and Subsurface Vel ocity
During Evaporative Convection,” Experimentsin Fluids, Vol. 32, pp. 570-579 (2001).

The cross-correlation between surface temperature and subsurface velocity is presented for water undergoing
evaporative convection. The surface temperature measurements were obtained via quantitative infrared imaging,
and the velocity measurements were obtained using a two-component laser Doppler velocimeter (LDV) system.
The water surface was covered with a surfactant mono-layer, which did not impede evaporation. The largest
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measured correlation coefficient was 0.375. Correlation coefficients obtained after shifting the velocity and tem-
perature time traces with respect to each to each other revealed a peak in the correlation coefficient very close to
azerotime shift. Thesignificance of these results and their implications for remote sensing of underwater objects
using infrared imaging is discussed.

FLACK, Karen A., Associate Professor and SCHULTZ, M.P, Assistant Professor (Naval Architecture and Ocean
Engineering Department), “ Experimental I nvestigation of Lift Modification on Double DeltaWingsusing Fillets,” American
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Journal of Aircraft, Vol. 39, No. 2, pp. 377-379 (2002).

The junction of the leading edge extension (LEX) and the delta wing on the F/A-18 E/F aircraft is a region of
highly complex vortex flowsinteractions. Theregionisimportant not only to the performance and stability of the
aircraft, but may affect cyclical loading of thetail dueto vortex buffet. The geometry of thejunctionisalso critical
in the overall radar signature of the aircraft. The objective of the present research is to compare the aerodynamic
forces on amodel with different LEX-wing fillet configurations. Threefillet typeswere tested in thisjunction on
a 1:28 scale F/A-18 E/F model in alow speed wind tunnel in the Aeronautics Laboratory at the United States
Naval Academy. Thefillets werefound to have little effect on the aerodynamics forces of the model. Thisresult
is contrary to previous research on aflat plate model of a deltawing.

JOY CE, Peter J., Assistant Professor, Violette, M. G. and Moon, T. J., “Finite Element Analysis of Unidirectional Composite
Compression Test Specimens. A Parametric Study,” Composite Materials: Testing, Design, and Acceptance Criteria,
ASTM STP 1416, A. Zureick and A. T. Nettles, (Eds.), American Society for Testing and Materials, pp. 30-68 (2002).

This research undertakes a comprehensive parametric study of the ASTM D 6641 Combined L oading Compres-
sion (CLC) test fixture from Wyoming Test Fixtures (WTF) using numerical analysis to evaluate various test
parameters associated with compression testing of unidirectional test specimens. A two-dimensiona finite ele-
ment analysis of the D 6641 CL C fixture was used to identify loading conditions and tabbing configurations that
minimized the peak axial, shear, and through-thi ckness stress concentrationsin the test specimen. Combined shear
and end loading appearsto offer agood compromise between reducing the tab tip stress concentrationsinherent in
shear loading, and avoiding premature failure by end brooming associated with end loading. Thin, tapered tabs
made of compliant materials were found to have the smallest stress concentrations at the tab tip. Specimens with
these tab configurations should yield higher measured compressive strengths since premature failure at the tab tip
islesslikely to occur. Partial debonding of the tab tip was found to increase the stress concentration compared to
the fully-bonded case, but to move its location away from the gage section of the specimen. Tab tip debonding
should be avoided for compressive strength testing.

NELSON, Martin E., Professor, SARLESE, J.A., (Trident Scholar, Class of 2000), ZIEGLER, J.F., Visiting Professor
(Physics Department), Muhlfeld, H., Peterson, R.J., Campbell, A., Melinger, J.S., Clark, K., and Thompson, A.K., “Cosmic
Ray Induced Soft Error Rates of Commercial 16 Mb and 64 Mb DRAMS at Aircraft Altitudes,” Journal of Radiation
Effects, Val. 19, pp. 100-106 (2002).

The soft error rate (SER) for commercial-off-the shelf (COTS) 16 Mb and 64 Mb memory devices has been
estimated at different worldwide locations and altitudes from different commercial vendors. The chips were
irradiated with neutrons, protons, and pions, whose energy ranged from thermal (,025 eV) to 280 MeV. The SER
for these devices was then calculated at various atitudes for a given longitude and latitude using results from an
atmospheric particle flux model. The results show that the 16 Mb chips have a much wider variation than the 64
Mb chipsin their SER between vendors. In addition, the 64 Mb chips were found on average to have a smaller
SER cross section (fails/unit particle fluence/bit) than the 16 Mb chips. A flight experiment needed to confirm
these predictions is described.




Mechanical Engineering Department 51

NELSON, Martin E., Professor, Phillips, G.W., Moscovitch, M., August,R.A., Campbell, A.B., Guardala, N.A., and
Price, J. L., “Single Event Upset Neutron Detectors/Dosimeters,” Radiation Protection Dosimetry, Vol. 101, Nos. 1-4,
pp. 129-132 (2002).

Single Event Upset (SEU) Neutron Detectors are devices, which are based on the use of commercial -off-the shelf
(COTS) solid-state memory devices. The purpose of these detectorsis to provide a very compact, rugged, light
weight and low power neutron detector. The basic concept of such a detector isto package one or more commer-
cial low-power high density memory chips, modified for neutron sensitivity, along with a processor and asimple
user interface. The paper describes the theory of the basic interactions on which the detector would be designed.
Then calculations are given using recent SEU data with current 16 Mb and 64 Mb COTS devices, the system’s
expected neutron sensitivity. The paper concludes that these devices are practical and could have applications for
nuclear waste management or arms control.

OSBORNE, Matthew C., ONR Post-Doctoral Fellow, Antenucci, Anthony, MORAN, Angela, L., Associate Professor,
and Lauten, Fred, “A Formation of C/SiC Composites from a Commercially Available Pre-ceramic Polymer,” Ceramic
Transactions, 124, pp. 53-64 (2001).

The physical and mechanical properties of ceramic matrix composites (CMC's) are greatly affected by different
fabrication techniques. Density, interphase strength, matrix cracking stress and ultimate strength can be tailored
tofit the application by varying the composite'sfiber lay-up and the conditions under which the pre-formisfilled.
Two common ways of producing SiC asthe matrix inaCMC are 1) by chemical vapor infiltration (CV1) and 2) by
polymer pre-cursor pyrolization. With the interface controlling the failure mode of the CMC, the matrix unifor-
mity and consistency controls the repeatability (statistical distribution) of these failure modes. This study exam-
ined the physical property changes of a C/SIC CMC formed by the polymer conversion method.

Converted Ceraset™ MC’swith graphite fiberswere produced for thisstudy at the Naval Academy. Homogeneity
and porosity distribution were examined via optical microscopy. Density measurements were made via immer-
sionin ethyl alcohol. A TGA was used to measure mass loss during heat-up. Results indicate that Ceraset loses
25% of its mass on heating to 2000°F under a N, and CH, atmosphere. The distribution of densities in the
composite plate varied +10% around the mean density of 1.68 g/cc. The majority of the porosity was open which
allows continuing impregnation of the polymer into the composite. Therefore, dense, uniformly porous, compos-
ite plates were produced which should have repeatable failure characteristics.

OSBORNE, Matthew C., ONR Post-Doctoral Fellow and MORAN, Angela, L., Associate Professor, “A Stress Pattern
Analysis by Thermal Emission of Plain Weave Carbon Fiber-Epoxy losipescu Specimens with Three Different Notch
Angles,” The Journal of Test and Evaluation, VVol.29, pp. 453-460 (2001).

| osipescu specimens were developed to examine the shear properties of isotropic materials. In the past decade,
there has been much effort made to analyze this specimen configuration for measuring anisotr