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Breakout Topic Abstracts:

Energy and Alternative Fuels:

There is a great deal of accepted wisdom in regards to energy and fuel options, usage, and
dependence. Unfortunately, much of it is wrong. This focus area will bring together students
from disparate backgrounds who are interested in looking to the future and who are not afraid of
new ideas. Exciting opportunities exist for fundamental shifts in the way we generate and use
fuel and energy, many of which are poorly explored or easily misrepresented. What
opportunities are we missing, and how can we build a secure energy future that is sustainable,
accessible, and safe?

Social Robotics:

The time in which robots are isolated to industrial or military settings is quickly coming to a close.
In fact, it is long over. We allow robots to vacuum our floors, deliver medicine to us in hospitals,
and even play with our children. This focus topic will allow students to investigate the future of
robotics in social settings: the home, the workplace, even the daily commute. How will these
new robots evolve, and how will they change us?

Social Media and Networks:

From the days of MySpace through Google+ and beyond, social media has changed the way in
which we communicate, for better or worse. This focus topic will allow students to investigate
new ways in which we can become more connected and yet retain our privacy. How will society
adapt to a fundamental shift in the way we interact, and how will these interactions grow,
change, and mature over time?



