U. S. Naval Academy

Guide to Catholic Wedding Documents & Preparation

This paperwork MUST be completed under the supervision of a priest or deacon. 

Pre –marital forms for the Archdiocese for the Military Services can be accessed online at:

http://www.milarch.org/resources/forms_section.html#MarriagePrep
- PREVIOUSLY MARRIED?

If either party has been previously married, speak to your Catholic priest immediately.  The Annulment Process must be completed prior to reserving a wedding date.  A formal case annulment usually requires at least one year to complete.  

Widows and widowers must produce a death certificate for their former spouse(s).  

- PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR or PRE-CANA WORKSHOP/ WEEKEND

Most parishes and dioceses have these scheduled throughout the year. Check with your home parish or military chapel. The Naval Academy sponsors a one-day pre-marriage seminar each January.  That fulfills SOME of the Pre-Cana requirements.


- ANNOTATED BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE

   


This must be issued within the past six months and will indicate all the sacraments you have received up to the date of issue. No photocopies can be accepted. If one party is a Baptized Christian but not a Catholic, then some record of Baptism is required, giving the date, place and denomination. 
Have these documents in hand for your first meeting with the priest or deacon who is preparing you for marriage.


- PRE-NUPTIAL INTERVIEWS & QUESTIONNAIRE

This must commence no less than six months prior to the date of the wedding. It is done with the priest or deacon who is preparing you for Marriage – usually at your home parish or military chapel. If he is not the officiant at the ceremony then he will provide a letter addressed to the Naval Academy’s Senior Catholic Chaplain stating that you are properly disposed to marry and have fulfilled all the Church’s requirement.. Show him this Guide.  


- WITNESSES CONCERNING FREEDOM TO MARRY
  


These are sworn statements from two close relatives (usually parents) attesting to an individuals name, date of birth, baptismal status, marital status and freedom from coercion. They are required when no Annotated Baptismal Certificate is obtainable.

- LETTER OF PERMISSION FROM CIVILIAN PASTOR

            This is required when a civilian couple is to be married at the Naval Academy or when the Catholic    
             party in a mixed marriage is not on active duty on the day of the wedding. 

-DISPENSATIONS & PERMISSIONS                 

These are required when one party is not Catholic. The Catholic party must promise in         writing to remain a faithful Catholic and to do all in his/her power to raise their children in the Catholic Faith. The non-Catholic part must be made aware of this promise.

- SELECTION OF PRAYERS & READINGS FOR YOUR MARRIAGE CEREMONY

See: “Together for Life” – Special Edition for Marriage Outside Mass Published by 

AVE MARIA PRESS, Notre Dame, Indiana 46556





Because not all options are appropriate in every circumstance be sure to discuss them with your priest or deacon as part of your marriage preparation.  


