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Military Wedding Protocol

Uniforms

1.   Active duty military members are not required to wear a uniform.  It is optional.

2.   There are no special uniform exemptions for weddings.  All uniforms must be worm       

        in accordance with standard uniform regulations.

3.   Brides and photographers are not authorized to choose which uniform to wear.  The    

        local military commander is the prescribing authority.

4.   In general, for weddings one would wear the uniform of the day, the prescribed

        ceremonial uniform of the season of the corresponding uniform.

5.   All participants should wear the same or corresponding uniform.

6.   The uniform must be appropriate seasonal uniform of the locale where the wedding

        is taking place (not where the bride or groom live).

7.  Military guests may be requested in writing beforehand to wear an appropriate

       uniform.

8.  Lapel flowers are not authorized on uniforms.

9.  Ribbons with large medals on Service Dress Blue/White, or small medals on Mess

 Dress.

10.  Prank remarks on Groom’s shoes (“Help Me”) are inappropriate and not authorized.

11.  All uniforms should be inspection ready.

12.  Eliminate all chewing gum, keys, large wallets, pagers, and mobile phones. No    

       bulging pockets.

Swords and Covers 

1. Ceremonial swords are considered weapons.  Weapons are never worn in chapel.

2. Swords may never be worn in chapel “at the ready”.  For transportation purposes inside the chapel, swords and scabbards may be hand carried.

3. Female sword bearers should wear trousers vs. skirts.

4. The groom does not wear a sword.

5. Transporting swords on a plane is a major security issue.  Check ahead of time with the airline.

6. Covers are never worn in chapel

7. The groom may or may not wear his cover as he passes under the arch

8. Covers and swords are donned by the sword bearers only at the rear of the chapel and just prior to exiting the chapel for the Arch of Swords ceremony.

Arch of Swords

1. The Arch of Swords is Optional.

2. Either the bride or groom must be in uniform.  The ceremony is not performed if both are in civilian attire.

3. Six or eight sword bearers, in the same or corresponding appropriate uniform of the season. 

4. Performed outside on the steps – never inside – the chapel.

Program or Bulletins

1.  Military members appearing in uniform should be listed by rank and branch of service.                  e.g.  Major Stephen Brown, USMC

                                      1st LT Stephanie Carpenter, USAFR

2.  Retired military members in uniform should be listed by rank and as (Ret).

Presentation of the Bride and Groom by the Clergy

1. If the bride or groom are in uniform:


e.g.  LT and Mrs. John Smith

                 Lieutenants John and Mary Smith

                 LT John Smith and Elizabeth Jones

2. If not in uniform:

          e.g.  Mr. and Mrs. John Smith


         John and Mary Smith

                  John Smith and Elizabeth Jones

Distinction between Military and Ecclesiastical Issues

1. Bridesmaids walking down the aisle, accompanied or unaccompanied? – Ecclesiastical

2. Order and content of ceremony? – Ecclesiastical
3. Selection of music for ceremony? – Ecclesiastical
           e.g.  The Naval Hymn (“Eternal Father”) is a recognized hymn.

                   The Marine Hymn and “Anchors Away” are not  hymns in ecclesiastical

                   usage.

Prescribed Military Uniforms for Weddings

1. One finds the following selected guidance in Chapter One of General Uniform Regulations:

a) GENERAL:  Navy personnel shall wear the uniform of their respective rate or rank as prescribed by the designated uniform prescribing authority.  (Paragraph 1201, section 1.)

b) PRESCRIBING AUTHORITY:  The area/regional coordinators, as designated in Section 4 of Standard Navy Distribution List, OPNAV Po9B22-105, are the prescribing authorities responsible for issuing and controlling uniform policy within the geographic limits of their assigned region.  This authority shall not be delegated.  The senior officer present is responsible for uniform policy afloat.  (Paragraph 1201, section 2.)

c) PRESCRIBED UNIFORMS:  Prescribing authorities select uniforms, the individual does not.  (Paragraph 1201, section 4.)

d) REGULATIONS:  Each prescribing authority will publish uniform guidelines.  They must be punitively enforceable with the force of a general order… (Paragraph 1201, section 5.)

