15 February 2008

Dear Parents,

The six week marking period is already upon us and we are half way through the Dark Ages at USNA.  As daylight steadily increases, so does the anticipation of spring break.  Last week was difficult for the Brigade as we buried one of our own following a tragic traffic fatality.

· Thursday 7 February the Brigade of Midshipmen said a somber farewell to our fallen shipmate, MIDN 2/C Anthony Valliere.  The Chapel was filled to capacity and the path to Hospital Point was lined with midshipmen honoring MIDN Valliere’s life with the Valliere family.  The Brigade’s outpouring of support was a testament to MIDN Valliere’s life and we offer our humblest respects to his family.

· Wednesday, February 13, 2008 marked 100 days until the graduation and commissioning of the Class of 2008.  The members of the class of 2008 celebrated by hosting a fun evening of role reversal when the Plebes act as First Class followed by personal counseling for the Plebes by the First Class to talk about their long road to success at the Naval Academy.

· Since 1998 Plebes have taken part in a grueling physical challenge known as Sea Trials.  Developing into a tightly weaved series of physically, mentally, and morally challenges, Sea Trials takes place during the week before Graduation Week and is viewed as the culminating event or “crucible” for the plebe class.  Sea Trials is divided into six phases which are each comprised of five stations.  In order to help the fourth class better appreciate their heritage, each of the stations will be named after a member of our military who has made the ultimate sacrifice in combat.  First and Second midshipmen are well into the planning stages for Sea Trials.  The Sea Trials leaders’ focus, planning, and logistics to challenge the plebes to push past their known endurance will culminate in a phenomenal event on May 13th. 
· Plebe Summer Stripers were selected this week from an extraordinary group of applicants.  The process began with midshipmen support coupled with Company Officer and Senior Enlisted Leader endorsement after interviewing multiple individuals within their respective companies.  Following the company leadership’s endorsement, the applicants were further screened through interviews by the Battalion Officer with officers, midshipmen, and enlisted sitting with the Battalion Officer in an interview panel.  Finally, the cream of the crop made it to the senior level board for interviews.  The midshipmen were all outstanding and the selection by the board members (including the Deputy Commandant, Battalion Officers, Senior Enlisted Leaders, and midshipmen members of Brigade Staff) was incredibly difficult because the margin of differences between the extraordinary midshipmen was small.  Congratulations to our two Regimental Commanders for Plebe Summer 2008: Toshi Williams of 6th Company and Blake Jordan of 4th Company.
· Orders Assignment Night is a highly anticipated evening for First Class midshipmen every year.  On 21 February, midshipmen joining the Surface Warfare Community will select their ship while midshipmen in other warfare communities will select the date of their follow-on training after commissioning.  The evening is filled with enthusiastic Admirals and Generals from each warfare community to congratulate the midshipmen on taking their next step towards joining the Fleet.

· The Brigade concludes selection of summer training preferences this week.  Each midshipman while meeting summer training requirements also enjoys some latitude in requesting different types of summer training from Fleet schools to cultural immersion overseas.
As we continue to educate our midshipmen in safety spanning issues like traffic safety and the responsible use of alcohol parental assistance is always welcome and I appreciate your continued support for each and every member of our Brigade.
Sincerely,

Margaret D. Klein

Captain, U.S. Navy

Commandant of Midshipmen

