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Education


Ph.D., English Literature, University of Virginia (May 2002)

M.A., English Literature, University of Virginia (May 1995) with a concentration in American Literature from 1865 to 1970


B.A., English Literature, College of William and Mary (May 1991) including summer sessions at Virginia Commonwealth University and Harvard University and a year abroad at the University of St. Andrews, Scotland
Books
Food and the Novel in Nineteenth-Century America, under contract in the Studies in Food and Gastronomy series at AltaMira Press.

The Story Behind the Dish:  Fifty Classic American Foods, under contract at Greenwood Press.

Co-author with Jean-Pierre Etcheberrigaray, The InterContinental Kitchen, London: Feeding Frenzy, 2007.  Translated in Spanish as La Cocina InterContinental, 2007.

Book Chapters

“Conspicuous Consumption:  Howells, James, and the Meaning of the Gilded Age Restaurant,” Nineteenth-Century Culinary Aesthetics, ed. Marie Drews and Monika Elbert, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.  38-62.
“Mark Helprin’s ‘North Light,’” Leadership Explored:  Lessons in Leadership from the Great Works of Literature, ed. LtCol Joseph J. Thomas, USMC (Ret), Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute Press, 2006.  325-329.
Journal Articles and Conference Proceedings

“The Unavoidable Ham Biscuit,” Celebrations:  Proceedings of the 2011 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Mark McWilliams, London: Prospect Books, forthcoming. 
“Shad Planking: The Strangely American Story of a Smoked Fish,” Cured, Fermented and Smoked Foods:  Proceedings of the 2010 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Helen Saberi, London: Prospect Books, 2011.  200-210. 
“‘A Vulgar Care’: Talking about Food in Eighteenth-Century Anglo-American Novels,” Food and Language:  Proceedings of the 2009 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Richard Hosking, London: Prospect Books, 2010.  227-236. 
“The American Pumpkin,” Vegetables:  Proceedings of the 2008 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Susan Friedland, London: Prospect Books, 2009.  132-138.
“Freedom Fries: Haute Cuisine, the White House, and Presidential Politics,” cover feature in the newsletter of the Culinary Historians of New York, November 2008.
“Moral Fiber: Bread in Nineteenth-Century America,” Morality:  Proceedings of the 2007 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Susan Friedland, London: Prospect Books, 2008. 184-193.
“Scrambled Class:  Eggs and Refinement in Nineteenth-Century America,” Eggs in Cookery:  Proceedings of the 2006 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Richard Hoskings, London: Prospect Books, 2007.  150-159.
“Good Women Bake Good Biscuits:  Culinary Skill and Self-Worth in Antebellum American Literature,” Food, Culture, and Society, 10:3 (Fall 2007): 388-406.

“Eating Postmodernity:  Fusion Cuisine and Authenticity,” Authenticity:  Proceedings of the 2005 Oxford Symposium of Food & Cookery, ed. Richard Hoskings, London: Prospect Books, 2006.  307-317.
“Distant Tables: Food and the Novel in Early America,” Early American Literature 38.3 (Winter 2003): 365-393.
“The Human Face of the Age:  The Physical Cruelty of Slavery and the Modern American Novel,” Mississippi Quarterly 56.3 (Summer 2003): 353-371.

 “Ideology and Soviet Foreign Policy,” Mosaics:  An International Journal, University of St. Andrews, Scotland, Spring 1990

Invited Lectures

“Inventing the American Restaurant,” Culinary Historians of Washington, February 2011
“Serving Nostalgia: The Origins of American Comfort Food,” International Restaurant Show and HotelWorld Food and Beverage Conference, March 2010 

“American Foodways at Midcentury,” International Association of Culinary Professionals 1849 Symposium, October 2009

“From Raw Beef without Salt to Freedom Fries: Haute Cuisine, the White House, and Presidential Politics,” Culinary Historians of Washington, December 2007
“Competitive Dining in the Gilded Age:  Delmonico’s and the Invention of the American Restaurant,” Sagan National Colloquium Series, Ohio Wesleyan University, November 2003

Presentations 
“The Unavoidable Ham Biscuit” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, July 2011

 “Shad Planking: The Strangely American Story of a Smoked Fish” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, July 2010
“‘The Details of Every Dish’: Manners and Food in Eighteenth-Century British Atlantic Culture” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, September 2009
“The American Pumpkin,” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, September 2008
“Fried Chicken and Collard Greens: The Institutional Uses of Culinary Identity,” Association for the Study of Food and Society Annual Conference, June 2008
“Moral Fiber:  Bread in Nineteenth-Century America,” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, September 2007
“Scrambled Class:  Eggs and Refinement in Nineteenth-Century America,” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, September 2006
“From Raw Beef without Salt to Freedom Fries: Haute Cuisine, the White House, and Presidential Politics,” Association for the Study of Food and Society Annual Conference, June 2006
“‘A Vulgar Care’:  Depictions of Food in Eighteenth-Century Anglo-American Novels,” East-Central/American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Conference, October 2005
“Eating Postmodernity:  Fusion Cuisine and Authenticity,” Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery, September 2005
“Dining Out in the Novel:  Howells, James, and the Meaning of the Gilded Age Restaurant,” College English Association Annual Conference, April 2005

“Eating Disguises:  Food and Class in Early American Novels,” Midwest Modern Language Association Annual Conference, November 2004

“Good Women Bake Good Biscuits,” Nineteenth Century Studies Association Annual Conference, March 2003

“The Flavors of Postmodernity: Theorizing Fusion Cuisine,” Midwest Modern Language Association Annual Conference, November 2002

“Food and the Novel in Early America,” New Frontiers in Early American Literature: A Conference Sponsored by the University of Virginia’s Electronic Text Center and the Mellon Foundation, August 2002

Chair, “Looking At and Beyond Our Centers,” International Writing Center Association Conference, April 2002

“The Necessary Wink and William Styron’s ‘Meditation on History,’” U.S. Naval Academy Literary Festival, January 2002

“Trouble in the Kitchen:  Culinary Skill and Self-Worth in Antebellum U.S. Fiction,” Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association Fifth Congress of the Americas, October 2001

“Culinary Stasis and Narrative Representation:  Food and the Novel in Early America,” Midwest Modern Language Association Annual Conference, November 2000


“When Opportunity Breaks and Enters:  Responding to the Call for a New Writing Program,”  Southeastern Writing Center Association Annual Conference, February 2000


“Cookery and Identity in American Domestic Fiction,”  Seventh Annual Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference at the University of Virginia, April 1999


“The Human Face of the Age:  Representing the Physical Cruelty of Slavery in the Modern American Novel,”  Midwest Modern Language Association Annual Conference, November 1998


Respondent to Keith Alan Sprouse’s “The Repeating Plantation:  History and Theory in the Postcolonial Caribbean,”  Midwest Modern Language Association Annual Conference, November 1998


“The Flavors of Postmodernity:  Food and Theory at the End of the Millennium,”  Sixth Annual Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference at the University of Virginia, April 1998


Respondent to Mary Poovey’s “From Ideology to Epistemology:  A Work in Progress,”  Department of English Conference on the Directions of Scholarship, University of Virginia, October 1996


“With Lee in Virginia: A Hypertext Edition,” Technology Open House, Department of English, University of Virginia, Fall 1995

Teaching Experience


Associate Professor, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2006-Present)


•
Faulkner and Hemingway (Fall 2011)


•
American Literature, 1860-1914 (Spring 2010, Spring 2011)


•
Boom and Bust:  Financial Crisis in American Literature (Capstone Seminar, Fall 2009)


•
Faulkner and Morrison (Honors Seminar, Spring 2009)


•
Early American Literature, 1607-1865 (Fall 2008, Fall 2010)


•
Contemporary American Literature, 1945-Present (Spring 2007, Spring 2008)


•
The Fiction of History (Capstone Seminar, Fall 2006)


•
Rhetoric and Introduction to Literature (every semester)


Assistant Professor, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2001-2006)


•
Gothic Fiction (Capstone Seminar, Fall 2004)


•
Contemporary American Literature, 1945-Present (Spring 2004)


•
Slavery and American Culture (Honors Seminar, Fall 2003)


•
Faulkner and Morrison (Capstone Seminar, Spring 2003)


•
Modern American Literature, 1910-1945 (Fall 2002)


•
American Literature, 1860-1914 (Spring 2002, Spring 2006)


•
Early American Literature, 1620-1860 (Fall 2001, Fall 2005)


•
Blues and American Literature (Independent Study, Spring 2004)


•
Faulkner (Independent Study, Spring 2004)


•
Rhetoric and Introduction to Literature (every semester)


Graduate Instructor, Department of English, University of Virginia (1995-2001)


•
Special Topics:  Faulkner and Morrison  (Spring 2001)


•
Modern American Authors:  Southern Fiction since Faulkner  (Spring 1999)


•
Major American Authors:  Slavery and the American Novel  (Fall 1998)


•
Modern American Authors:  The Historical Novel in the South  (Spring 1998)


•
Contemporary Literature:  Life at the Borders  (Fall 1996)


•
Introduction to Composition  (Fall 1995, Spring 1996, Spring 1998, Fall 1998)


•
Introduction to Composition:  Writing with Computers (Fall 1996)


Teaching Assistant, Department of English, University of Virginia (Spring 1997) 


•
History of English Literature, 1660 - 1900 (Spring 1997)

Teaching Interests


Nineteenth- and twentieth-century American literature and culture, African-American literature, literature by American women, critical theory, the novel.

Pedagogical Presentations

“Teaching Writing,” English Department Faculty Orientation, United States Naval Academy, August 2010
“Discussing Literature,” English Department Faculty Orientation, United States Naval Academy, August 2010
“Teaching Argument: The Toulmin Approach,” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, September 2009

 
“Teaching Writing,” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, October 2008


“Traumatic Encounters: Reading Tim O’Brien,” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, September 2008


“Teaching the Novel” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, February 2007


“Teaching Thesis Statements,” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, November 2005


“Using Comment in the Classroom,’” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, September 2003


“Teaching ‘The Things They Carried,’” English Department Teaching Discussion, United States Naval Academy, November 2002


“Conducting Writing Workshops,” session of a graduate course (ENPG882) in composition pedagogy, University of Virginia, February 2000


“Extending the Classroom:  From Activities to Short Assignments,”  session of a graduate course (ENPG883) in teaching introductory literature classes, University of Virginia, October 1999


“Responding to Student Writing in the Humanities,”  a university-wide seminar for faculty and instructors, Teaching Resource Center August Teaching Workshop, University of Virginia, August 1999 and August 2000


“Managing the First Day of Class,” Department of English Writing Instructor Training, University of Virginia, August 1999


“Responding to Student Writing,” a Teaching Resource Center workshop conducted for the Department of History, University of Virginia, October 1998


“Goal-based Assignments,” session of a graduate course (ENPG880) in composition pedagogy, University of Virginia, September 1998


“Leading Effective Discussions,” Department of English Writing Instructor Training, University of Virginia, August 1998

Administrative Experience

Interim Director of the Writing Center, United States Naval Academy (Spring 2008)


Responsible for all operations of Writing Center.  Coordinated Plebe Writing Workshops.  Designed and conducted Plebe Writing Survey.  Supervised faculty, adjunct, and midshipman tutors.  Interacted with administration and faculty from various departments.  Managed budget and payroll. 

Director of the Writing Center, University of Virginia (1999-2000)


Responsible for all operations of Writing Center serving undergraduate and graduate students from across the University.  Developed programs to support the Academic Writing Program.  Designed and implemented Online Writing Lab (OWL).  Recruited, hired, and supervised graduate student tutors.  Provided training in composition pedagogy and tutoring techniques.  Oversaw interaction with administration, faculty, and instructors.  Managed budget and payroll. 

Professional Service

Editor, Oxford Symposium of Food and Cookery

Humanities Book Review Editor, Food and Foodways
Editorial Committee, Food and Foodways
Dissertation Committee Member, Department of English, University of Iowa

Masters Dissertation Supervisor, Gastronomy Program, University of Adelaide, Australia

Reviewer for Food, Culture, and Society, the journal of the Association for the Study of Food and Society, published by Berg Press
Reviewer of food studies manuscripts for Columbia and Princeton University Presses
Institutional Service


USNA Humanities Representative, Comprehensive Review Working Group (Implementing Potential Repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell), Department of Defense (2010)

Steering Committee for Attribute Dissemination, Academy Effectiveness Board, United States Naval Academy (2008-2009)

Ad Hoc Committee of the Academy Effectiveness Board, United States Naval Academy (2006-2009)

Division of Humanities and Social Sciences Curriculum Committee, United States Naval Academy (2006-present)


Instructor, Junior United Kingdom International Scholarships Program, United States Naval Academy (2007-present)


Honors Program Director, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2005-present)

Chair, Upper Division and Honors Curriculum Committee, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2009-present; Member 2001-present)


Chair, Information Technology Committee, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2005-present; Co-Chair Spring 2004; Member 2002-2005)


Pay, Promotion, and Retention Committee, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2008-present)


Graduate Programs Advisor, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2005-present)


Personnel Recruitment Committee, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2002-2004)


Self-Study Steering Committee, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2001-2002)


Assessment Committee, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2001-2002)

Archivist, Brady Series in Leadership through the Humanities (2010, 2011)

Mentor to LCDR Jason Salinas (2011-2012)

Advisor to English majors, United States Naval Academy

Plebe Advisor, Class of 2009 and Class of 2014, United States Naval Academy


Evaluator, On-Line Writing Tools, English Department, United States Naval Academy (2001-2002)


Academic Writing Program Committee, Department of English, University of Virginia (1999-2000)


Departmental Task Force on the Graduate Programs, Department of English, University of Virginia (1996-1997)


Teaching Evaluator, Committee for Promotions and Tenure, Department of English, University of Virginia (1996)


Lecture Committee, Department of English, University of Virginia (1995-1996)


Graduate English Student Association, University of Virginia  (1993-2001)

Fellowships and Awards

Naval Academy Research Council Grant, United States Naval Academy (2002-2007, 2009)

Brady Series for Leadership in the Humanities Archivist Grant (2010, 2011)

Brady Series for Leadership in the Humanities Research Grant (2008)

Apgar Award for Excellence in Teaching, English Department Nominee, United States Naval Academy (2004, 2006)

Special Act Award, United States Naval Academy (2005)

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dissertation Fellowship, University of Virginia (2000-2001)

Outstanding Graduate Teaching Award, Department of English, University of Virginia (1999)


Jefferson Society Outstanding Teacher, University of Virginia (1998-1999)


DuPont Fellowship, University of Virginia (1997)


Mason Fellowship, University of Virginia (1996-1997)


Governor’s Fellowship, University of Virginia (1995-1996)


Benjamin Stoddert Ewell Award, College of William and Mary (1991)

Academic Associations


Modern Language Association  (1994 – present)


Association for the Study of Food and Society (2005 – present) 

Southern Foodways Alliance (2008 – present)
Relevant Experience

Writing Tutor, University of Virginia Writing Center, Charlottesville, Virginia,

September 1993 – December 1995

Staff Consultant, Change Management Services, Andersen Consulting,

Arthur Andersen & Co., S.C., Washington, D.C., September 1991 – August 1993

Editor, A Gallery of Writing, College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, August 1988 – May 1989 and August 1990 – May 1991

Writing Consultant, College of William and Mary Writing Resources Center, Williamsburg, Virginia, September 1988 – May 1991

