
































































































Through our keen sense of duty and respect for our country, the rigorous and
realistic training we undertake, and our strict adherence to discipline, we imbue in
ourselves that degree of courage that will carry us through the mission accom-
plishment- whatever the mission may be. Our sense of courage makes us fear
less the injury that an enemy can inflict, than the damage we do to our honor if
we fail to accomplish our mission.

So we defined courage, distinguished between the two types, given examples of
each, and shown how we acquire it. I hope that the stores that I related above
illustrate the importance of courage in our professional and personal lives. But to
reiterate, recall the words of American Grammarian Bergen Evans who wrote
that "courage is the supreme virtue because it is the guarantor of every other

virtue."

Courage enables us to accomplish our mission and to find solutions even when
circumstances suggest that the problems may be unsolvable. The historical record
indicates that in several instances the outcome of a firefight or preservation of.an
entire squad has in many instances rested with the courage of a single individual.
For instance, several marines have been awarded the Medal of Honor for
absorbing the tremendous explosion of a grenade with their own bodies in order
to save the lives of others. In our personal lives, courage allows us to maintain
our dignity by doing what is right, proper, and ethical Semper Fi.

*The story on Reuben Gonzales was printed in The Executive Speech writer
Newsletter, Volume 13, Number 6

**Their courageously heroic story is related in an article entitled "Four Brave
Chaplains" by Victor Parachin and published in the DeceJIlber 1992 issue of The
Retired Officers Magazine
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INTEGRiTY

As Marines, we know ethical choices must be made in times ofwar and
times of peace. Ours is a calling for which we cannot write all the rules in
advance. Therefore, Marines must possess moral consistency which is the
essence of integrity. Honor, courage and commitment are the core values of
every Marine and integrity is the firm adherence to those values. Our very
lives sometimes depend on our ability to have complete faith in the integrity
of a fellow Marine. It is up to each and everyone of us to put the Semper in
Semper Fidelis every day.

2 If you're confused about what integrity means in an individual, consider how
it applies in combat. Your weapon must fire without jamming. Your compass
must point true north, without fail. Your communication equipment must
transmit sucessfully. In a plan, integrity means every part of a five paragraph
order supports the same goal. Integrity is much the same when applied to .
people. It is strength of character to act properly at all times, particularly
when no one is watching. It means being honest, candid, and upright,
always. People of integrity are sound, reliable, and consistent whether they
are at work or on leave, in the field or in town, in front of others or by
themselves. Integrity is faithful performance in every job, no matter how
small. General Louis H. Wilson, the 26th commandant, said "true genius
lies not in doing extraordinary things but in doing ordinary things extraordi-
narily well."

When George Washington died, nations the world over sent representatives
to his funeral. A historian has said they did not come to pay tribute to a
founding president so much as to mourn the loss of ~ man of immense
integrity. We remember the winter Washington spent at Valley Forge, not
because of any battles he fought there, but because in spite of cold, bore-
dom, isolation and fatigue, he remained with his troops, carrying out his
responsibilities faithfully. We should do no less.
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CHARACTER

Marines are men and women of character, widely recognized for their moral
excellence, selfless courage, committed principles, and sound judgments.
Character can be described as a "moral compass" within one's self, that helps
us make right decisions even in the midst of the shifting winds of adversity.
Unwavering character encourages us to pursue honorable ideals. A wise
person once declared, "ideals are like stars -we may never reach them but
we chart our course by them."

2 Character is developed everyday in garrison, on deployment, aboard ship, on
duty or on liberty, wherever we are around the world. We are not born with
character. It is developed by the experiences and decisions that guide our
lives. Neither can we borrow the character or reputation of another. Each
individual creates, develops and nurtures their own. That is why each of us
must learn to make good moral decisions in our lives. When the right course
of action is unclear, only the habit of doing the right thing, as practiced
everyday in all areas of our lives, can be counted upon. Well-developed
character is our shield against fear and despair. That's why Napoleon said
that in war, the importance of the moral, relative to the physical, is three
to one.

3. Character is readiness. The Corps is a Teady force, not a force that when
called must struggle to get ready. Our challenge is to be a Corps of men and
women who consistently represent the highest moral character in and out of

o "
unifonn. Character creates a foundation on which successful military units
are built. From this foundation, honor, courage, and commitment will always
be evident, providing 1heperfect description of a U~ited States Marine.
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COURAGE

Courage is not the absence of fear, but is our personal assessment that
something else is more important than the fear which confronts us. A life
lived in fear is a life ofbondage, while a life of courage is one which experi-
ences liberty and freedom. Courage is the determination to make the best of
whatever circumstances you find yourself in ...regardless of cost. More
often than not that cost is not cheap. Shakespeare wrote, "cowards die
many times before their deaths; the valiant never taste of death but once."

2. Courage is a necessary ingredient for living a life without regrets. It takes
courage to make the right moral and ethical choices which confront us daily.
Courage, acted out in our lives, watches out for the oppressed, speaks up for
the weak, takes a stand against injustice and immorality and does so at our
own expense. But the courage to take a stand against what is popular and
easy, when required, is the key to experiencing a clear and uncluttered
conscience.

3 United States Marines are renowned the world over for their courage both in
war and in peace. This fame and admiration which Marines have earned is
based not on fearlessness, but on each individual act of bravery and the
willingness ofMarines to subordinate their fears for a higher calling and a

greater good.
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FIDELiTY

Fidelity is faithfulness and commitment to religion, country, family, institu-
tion, cause or person. The Marine Corps, in its richest traditions, has always
taken a strong stand in favor of fidelity. Our very motto, "Semper Fidelis",
"always faithful " does not differentiate between fidelity to one's country,

one's Corps, or one's spouse. Our core values of honor, courage and
commitment are intended to support fidelity.

Infidelity is the antithesis to moral courage, committed principles and sound
judgment -the trademarks of Marines. Regardless of whether Marines find
themselves in the pitch of bat tIe or maintaining a hard won peace, infidelity
in any form undermines what the Corps has always been about...selfless
sacrifice for others. From our origins at Tun Tavern, to the battlefields of
Kuwait, our ethos of fidelity has been a source of inspiration to our friends
and a source of terror to our enemies. Our hallowed Marine Corps War .
Memorial bears the inscription, "uncommon valor was a common virtue", as
a breastplate bearing witness to the faithfulness and allegiance for the cause
of freedom. This is fidelity in its purest form.

3, The Marine Corps of the 21 st century will continue to exist upon these
enduring truths. Fidelity transcends generations, it is a trait for which
Marines have always been and always will be remembered.
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INTERNET LINKS RELA TING To ETHiCS

The links listed below are to sites not located at the Center for the Study of
Professional Military Ethics, United States Naval Academy. Neither the Center
for the Study ofProfessional Military Ethics or the United States Naval Acad-
emy is responsible for the content found on these sites. In addition, the content
of these sites does not reflect the opinions, standards, policy or endorsement of
the Naval Academy or the United States Government. The list is intended to
spur further research into the study of military ethics.

MILITARY ETHICS SITES
.United States Air Force Academy Character Development Center

website. hIm:/ /www .usafa.af.mi1/wingL34cwc/index.htm
.United States Military Academy Center for Professional Military Ethic

website. http://www.usma.edulCpme/
.Canadian Conference on Ethical Leadership at the Royal Military

College of Canada. hIm:/ /www.rmc.ca/academic/sc/leadership/

synop-e.htm
.Joint Service Conference On Professional Ethics (JSCOPE) homepage.

Papers and keynote addresses presented at JSCOPE since 1996 can be
accessed here. hIm://www.usafa.af.mi1/-iscope/

.Journal of Military Ethics. hIm://www.tandf.co.uk/-iournals/tfs/
15027570.html

OTHER ETHICS SITES
.The Values Institute at the University of San Diego. Access military

ethics for "Character: What Aristotle Would Say to A Dl;" "Ethics,
Character and the Military Officer;" and "Combat Ethics: Saying Private
Ryan," by following the "ethics update" link. h!!R://ethics.acusd.edu/

~
.Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs. ~

www.ccela.org
.The Southern Methodist University Maguire Center for Ethics and

Public Responsibility. h!!R:/ /www2.smu.edu/ethics- center/
.Association for Practical and Professional Ethics index/link to ethics

resources. h!!R:/ /nhD.indiana.edu/~apne/liriks2.html
.An index and links to character education resources. ~

www.teachvalues.orgLicce/Resources 1201 ,htm
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Stanford University site with information on Stoicism. This is the
philosophy espoused by Admiral Stockdale, a Medal of Honor winner
and later president of the Naval War College where he established a

course on ethics. h!!I!://12lato.stanford.edu/entries/stoicism/
An index/link to many of the applied ethics websites. httl2;!.L

12eo12le .brandeis .edu/ ~teuber/ a1212lethics .html

MILITARY ISSUES RELATING TO ETHICS
.Olin Institute's in-depth study exploring issues concerning the role of

the American military and the nature of American civil-military relations.

h:t!l2:1 Iwww. wcfia.harvard.edu/ olin/civmil.htm
.United States Code Title 10. h:t!l2:llwww4.law.corne11.edu/uscodeI101

index.htm1
.Paper regarding the trial and subsequent execution of General

Yamashita at the conclusion ofWWII. Yamashita was charged and
found guilty of a lack of command responsibility in the Philippines in the
late stages of the war. This article ties in with James Webb's book, The

Emperor 's General. h:t!l2:1 Iwww. waikato.ac.nz/wfasslsubiects/historvl

waimilhist/1998Ivamashita.html
.Link to Bob Kerrey's Medal of Honor citation and articles regarding a

combat mission he led in Vietnam as a SEAL which resulted in the
deaths of between thirteen and twenty Vietnamese. More than thirty
years after the mission questions arose concerning the combatant status

of those killed. h:t!l2:llwww.mishalov.comlKerrev.html
.Link to PBS website and transcript of "Marine Trial" relating to the

EA-6lgondola disaster that occurred in Italy in 1998. h1m;LL
www .nbs.orglnewshour/bblmilitarv (ian- iune991marines 2-3 .html

.PBS Frontline website for "Ambush in Mogadishu". In depth analysis
and interviews with key figures regarding the ol?eration that will now be

remembered because of Blackhawk Down. h:t!l2:llwww.nbs.orl!/wgbh/
nag e si fro n tlin el s h o wsl ambush/

.PBS Frontline website for "Triumph of Evil". This concerns the UN
intervention in Rwanda in 1994 and the subsequent deaths of over
800,000 Tutsis. httn :1 Iwww .Dbs.orl!/wgbh/Dageslfrontlinelshowsl evil/

.The Canadian experience in Rwanda and the invisible wounds suffered

in a peacekeeping operation. h:t!l2:llwww.tv.cbc.ca/national/ngminfol

ntsd/wounds.html
.PBS Frontline website for "Give War a Chance" featuring Richard

Holbrooke, U.N. Ambassador-nominee, architect of the 1995 Bosnian
peace accords, and retired Admiral Leighton "Snuffy" Smith, a Vietnam
war hero who became NATO's commander in Bosnia and whose

mission was to enforce the Bosnia peace. h:t!l2:llwww.nbs.orl!/wgbh/
nagesl fron tlin el sh o wsl mil i tarv I
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L TCOL 5TOOKSBURY'S READING LIST .

SUGGESTED READING LIST OF BOOKS RELATING To ETHiCS

This is the reading list given to USNA midshipmen who were students in LtCol
Stooksbury's "Moral Reasoning for Naval Leaders" class.

BLACKHAWK DOWN. Mark Bowden. US involvement in Somalia, 1993.
Modem urban warfare, duty, conduct ofwar, unit cohesion, small unit leadership,
unity of command -it's all here.

FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS. James Bradley. Written by the son of one of the
Iwo Jima flag raisers. The inscription on the memorial in Arlington, "Uncommon
Valor Was a Common Virtue" takes on a new meaning after you read this book.
Should be required reading for all Marines, Marines-to-be, and friends and
families ofMarines. And it would not be far-fetched to make it mandatory
reading for all high school American History classes.

WE WERE SOLDIERS ONCE AND YOUNG. Joe Galloway and General Harold
Moore. Air cavalry battalion in action in early Vietnam. Great story of the
young soldiers your age in training at Fort Refilling, Georgia and shortly after
arriving fighting for their lives against two NVAregiments in October, 1965.

GHOST SOLDIERS. Hampton Sides. Close-up look at pure evil after the
surrender of American forces in the Philippines in 1942. Put yourself in the shoes
of the American prisoners ofwar who survived the Bataan Death March only to
be forced to endure three years ofhell at the hands of their captors until rescued
byan elite Ranger unit in 1945. Terror, courage, self-sacrifice, and the human
spirit's quest for survival against what appear to be insurmountable odds.

SON THANG. Gary Solis. The Marine Corps MyLai on a much smaller scale.
The model of what not to do if you don't want to find yourself the subject of a
war crimes investigation.

THE NIGHTINGALE'S SONG. Robert Timberg. Written by a USNA graduate
about the trials and tribulations of- Oliver North, James Webb, John Poindexter,
Robert McFarlane, and John McCain -during their years in Annapolis, their
military service during Vietnam and government service through Iran-contra.
This is a great overview of American history and policy during 1965-1988 and
delves into many ethical questions faced by officers in varying situations.
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MORALS UNDER THE GUN. James Toner. An examination of the four
cardinal virtues -wisdom, courage, temperance, and justice -and their impor-
tance in today's confusing culture, especially for those serving in the profession
of arms.

THOUGHTS OF A PHILOSOPHICAL FIGHTER PILOT. James Stockdale.
Frederick the Great and Admiral Stockdale had Epictetus in their pack, you need
to have this book readily accessible. Duty, honor, commitment from a Stoic
perspective. Tough to read cover to cover in one or two sittings but great book
to pick up once a month and read a chapter just to maintain your moraVethical

sharpness.

MAKING OF THE CORPS. Thomas Ricks. Succinctly defines the gap that
exists between society and the military, in particular the Marine Corps. Great
book that takes you through Parris Island with a platoon of Marines, the kind of
individuals you will soon be leading.

STARSHIPTROOPER. Robert Heinlen. Written in the 1950's by a USNA
graduate/Naval officer who was a "visionary" before the word came into vogue:
FORGET the movie if you saw it- it was a dismal portrayal of the book.
Science fiction but even if you're not into sci-fi, this is a great read on duty,
courage and small unit leadership.

GATES OF FIRE. Robert Pressfield. Courage, honor and duty from the
perspective of the ancient Spartans. Book leads up to and includes their heroic
fight to the last man against the Persians at Thermopylae. Somewhat of a slow
start but hang with it for great insights on the meaning of courage and sacrifice

THE EMPEROR '8 GENERAL. James Webb. Great book dealing with war
crimes, the Japanese thought process, and MacArthur's roJe in post-war Japar
Highly recommended if you like historical fiction.

LIFE ON THE EDGE. James Dobson.

that addresses the defining issues -educ

life's meaning -confronted by young ad

frame referred to by Dobson as the "criti

practical advice for tomorrow's leaders.

WOODEN: A LIFETIME OF OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS ON AND
OFF THE COURT. John Wooden. Wooden was head basketball coach at
UCLA from 1963-1975, during which his teams won 10 national championships,
including seven in a row. This review captures the books' essence..."a book of
inspiration and good sense that reveals the hard-court philosopher as a man of
character, conviction, decency, and straightforwardness. There are no complex

Divine command/natural law perspective

ation, career, emotions, money, power,
ults between the ages of 16-26, the time
cal decade." Easy read with invaluable



ideas, just little beams of light filtered through anecdotes that project the kinds of
simple, immutable truths that in the end touch nothing but net."

WORD OF HONOR. Nelson DeMille. Fictionalized account of members of an
Army platoon and the platoon commander who are called back on active duty to
face courts-martial charges over a supposed war crime that happened 25 years
earlier in Vietnam.
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILLIAM T. STOOKSBURY

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

Lieutenant Colonel William T. Stooksbury was born on 31 July 1955 in
Maryville, Tennessee. He graduated from the University of Tennessee in 1978
receiving his B.A. degree in Political Science and Psychology. After attending
Officer's Candidate School at Quantico, Virginia, he was commissioned a 2nd
Lieutenant on 23 August 1978.

He furthered his military education by completing The Basic School, Quantico,
Virginia in 1980; HA WK Officer's Course and Redeye Gunner's School, Ft. Bliss,
Texas in 1980; Stinger Gunner School, Ft. Bliss, Texas in 1981; Weapons and
Tactics Instructor 's Course, Yuma, Arizona in 1982; and Air Defense Officer
Course, 29 Palms, California in 1983. He received a Master's of Science in
Management from the Naval Postgraduate School in March 1994.

LtCol Stooksbury has held the following assignments: Firing Platoon Com-
mander, Alpha Battery, 3d Light Antaircraft Missile Battalion, Cherry Point,
North Carolina, 1980-1981; Executive Officer, Alpha Battery, 3d Light Antiair-
craft Missile Battalion, Cherry Point, North Carolina, 1981-1982; Commanding
Officer, Alpha Battery, 3d Light Antiaircraft Missile Battalion, Cherry Point,
North Carolina, 1982-1983; Assistant Operations Officer, Marine Air Control

Squadron-l, Futenma, Okinawa, 1983-1984; Commanding Officer, USMC
Detachment, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, 1985-1988; Commanding Officer,
Alpha Battery, 3d Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion, Camp Pendleton,
California, 1988-1990; Operations Officer, 3d Low Altitude Air Defense Battal-
ion, Camp Pendleton, California, 1990-1991; Executive Officer, 3d Low Altitude
Air Defense Battalion, Camp Pendleton, California, 1991'-1992; Manpower
Analyst, Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, 1994-1996; Head, Plans,
Programs and Budget Section, Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Headquarters,
United States Marine Corps, 1996-1997; Operations Officer, Marine Air Control
Group-38 from August 1997 to February 1998 and; Commanding Officer,
Marine Tactical Air Command Squadron 38 from February 1998 to August 1999.
He reported to the United States Naval Academy in August 1999 and was
assigned as the Associate Director, Center for the Study of Professional Military
Ethics.

LtCol Stooksbury served in the Persian Gulf from August 1990 to March 1991
during Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM. His personal decora-
tions include two Meritorious Service Medal and two Navy Commendation Medals.


