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February 27, 2008

Dr. Lorraine Beitler, Director
The Beitler Family Foundation
1225 River Road, Suite 4C
Edgewater, NJ 07020

Dear Dr. Beitler:

Thank you for sharing your thorough and insightful exhibit, Voices of Honor: The
Dreyfus Affair, with the midshipmen and faculty of the Naval Academy. The Dreyfus
Affair embodies consequential lessons about the core Navy values of honor, courage and
commitment.

The conduct of those in uniform serves as a moral compass for the entire country.
At defining moments — for an individual or for a nation — finding the courage and
commitment required to act with honor can be an enormous challenge. Your exhibit
underscores the sacred importance of individual honor as well as maintaining a
transparent judicial system that provides fair treatment for the accused.

Beyond these lessons, though, lies a larger axiom. As with France at the turn of
the last century, our armed forces today represent our nation in the eyes of the world. The
Dreyfus Affair created the widespread impression that the French armed forces were
defined by conscienceless anti-semitism, at the expense of security and honor. As our
armed forces conduct themselves with honor, it reflects favorably on America and makes
us more secure.

George Washington said, “Without a decisive naval force we can do nothing
definitive; and with it, everything honorable and glorious.” Your exhibition on the
Dreyfus Affair is a wonderful example for midshipmen at the Naval Academy of the
importance of remaining true to their core values as they prepare themselves to fulfill
their to duties to each other and their country. Your contribution to the Annapolis
educational experience is much appreciated.

SipGerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman




Preface

Ithough the Dreyfus Affair took place over a century ago, the subject remains of interest for the timeless
issues that it raises. The false accusation and ultimate exoneration of Captain Alfred Dreyfus (1859-1935)
ark a crucial episode. The trial of Dreyfus aroused worldwide interest in its time; it continues to speak to
us today and raises profound issues for modern society.

One hundred years ago, a young officer in the French Army was unjustly convicted for treason. The effort to clear
his name, known to history as the "Dreyfus Affair," divided French society and echoed around the world The
Affair reminds us of the continued need for vigilance--in individual lives and in our institutions--to guard against
intolerance, ethnic discrimination, persecution, and genocide. In its time, the Dreyfus Affair aroused worldwide
interest; it continues to speak to us today.

Developed over the course of more than a decade of research, the Lorraine Beitler Dreyfus Collection has provided
an international forum for diverse audiences by means of exhibitions, publications, and conferences. As the Col-
lection grew, the concept evolved--moving from archive to exhibition. The aim was to stimulate critical thought
and widen perspectives in the belief that the responses to the challenges faced by a democracy in the fledging
Third Republic in France allow reflection in other histories and on our own. To date, exhibitions from the Collec-
tion have been seen across six continents and translated into five languages*

The documents are both historically rich and visually striking. They provide graphic witness to a formative pe-
riod in modern culture and society. While presenting the issues of the Dreyfus Affair as they were recorded and
expressed historically, the exhibit offers compelling parallels with our own time. The aim has provoked insight,
to provide a basis for understanding the context, the opposing voices, and differing agendas. Although the events
took place one hundred years ago, the issues remain critical: the battle against hate and prejudice, the abuse of
power in the judiciary and functions of state, the role of the citizen in democratic society, and the imperative
necessity of personal courage in the public sphere.

We are part of a long continuum: each generation has a responsibility to transmit history's truths, to add to the
moral foundations of society and government, to inspire an understanding of the ethical issues that face all indi-
viduals. Much has changed since the turn of the century; much has remained the same. The last century pro-
vided ample evidence that the issues raised by the Affair continue to have relevance. The darkest horrors are there
but so are the shining examples of resistance, hope, and triumph.

Active participation and inquiry are essential to an environment that will encourage citizens to reflect, analyze,
and make responsible choices. The rights we enjoy in Democracies are never absolutely secure: it is necessary
that those who value justice and liberty, defend in order to preserve them. In the interests of our highest ideals of
democracy and freedom, it is vital that we, the public, whether engaged in civilian, professional, or military life,
remain alert to issues of social injustice, both at home and in the international sectors.

540

'.‘ P nn Lorraine Beitler, Ed.D, L.H.D.
.‘. e Curator, The Lorraine Beitler Dreyfus Collection, University of Pennsylvania

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

* Bar-Ilan University (Israel); Capetown University (South Africa); the French Senate, Palais du Luxembourg; U. S. Military Academy;
Royal Library of Belgium; University of Toronto Art Center; Escuela Superior de Guerra, Buenos Aires; Museum Narodowe (National
Museum) Wroclaw (Poland); Fithrungsakademie der Bundeswehr, Hamburg and Militirhistorisches Museum der Bundeswehr, Dresden;
Migration Museum, Adelaide.
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TURBULENT TIMES:
FRANCE IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Men are born and remain free and equal in rights . . . (Article 1)
[The law] must be the same for all . . . (Article 6)
The free communication of thought and opinions is one of the most precious rights
of man. (Article 11)
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen [1791]

of modern France. After the storming of the Bastille in 1789, the monarchy was abolished
and the revolutionary French Republic proclaimed the principles of Liberty, Equalizy, and
Fraternity.

Events at the close of the eighteenth century provided a violent prelude to the development

New democratic principles ushered in a century of enormous change, accompanied by dramatic
shifts in power and outbreaks of social and political unrest, as France struggled to maintain its
position as a world leader. The beginnings of industrialization, the expansion of capitalist enterprise,
and demographic concentration in the cities fuelled modern social and political consciousness. As
the century progressed, the influence of the Church continued to wane, particularly in the field
of education. Economic depression aroused social discontent. The crash of the Union Générale,

a Catholic banking concern, in 1882, followed by political scandals and the failure of the Panama
Canal Company, were exploited by all shades of opinion.

Military decline following the Napoleonic Wars was compounded by defeat in the Franco-Prussian
War of 1870, loss of Alsace-Lorraine, and crushing reparations. These humiliations provoked the
desire for revenge (/a Revanche) and lent strong social and political support to military authority as
the guardian of national honor. The promise of democratic reforms in the military, the establishment
of qualifying examinations for the officer cadre, and calls for a citizens’ army, were a source of tension
between the liberal Third Republic, established after the war with Prussia, and traditional social elites.

Journalism became an important engine of opinion. The nineteenth century witnessed

an extraordinary expansion of the press and opportunities for worldwide communication.
Mechanization reduced costs and allowed for proliferation of imagery to an ever-expanding public--
with all the attendant possibilities for publicity, propaganda, and sensationalism.

The Republic faced antagonism from a broad range of political groups--from monarchists and
militarists on the Right, to socialists and anarchists on the Left. Some groups wished to work for
peaceful reform; others were committed to revolutionary change. During the period of the Dreyfus
Affair, anti-Semitism was developed as a nationalist political platform. Rabble-rousing tactics
produced a climate of unthinking prejudice which would explode during the Dreyfus Affair.







THE INCIDENT:
A CASE OF ESPIONAGE

n September 1894, French Intelligence intercepted a document (the bordereau) in the German Embassy
in Paris. The document indicated that highly-classified information concerning artillery mobilization was

being offered to Germany by a French officer.

On October 15, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, an artillery officer assigned to French Intelligence, was told to appear
at the Ministry of War, in civilian dress. In the presence of the Chief Detective of Police, Dreyfus was ordered
to write out a prepared text, dictated by Colonel Du Paty de Clam. Dreyfus was then immediately arrested.

“What do you accuse me of?” exclaimed Dreyfus
“You know well enough” Du Paty replied; “the letter

I have just dictated is sufficient proof . . . your treason is discovered.”
Dreyfus was taken into custody and imprisoned under conditions of great secrecy.

On October 29, an anonymous letter informed the antisemitic newspaper, La Libre Parole that an officer of
the General Staff had been arrested. “High Treason: Arrest of a Jewish Officer, Captain Dreyfus” announced the
headlines. One month later, Minister of War, General Mercier, reacting to criticism of incompetence for his
lack of response to the case, announced in the press he had “positive proof of Dreyfus’ treason.”

A court-martial was held in the Cherche-Midi military prison. Removed from public scrutiny, the Ministry of
War furnished judges with a “secret file” to incriminate the prisoner. Fabricated documents, never seen by the
defense, were used to secure the condemnation of Alfred Dreyfus. He was sentenced to degradation and life
imprisonment in a fortified place.

On January 5, 1895, Dreyfus was stripped of his rank in the courtyard of the Ecole Militaire before officers
and new recruits representing every regiment in Paris. A violent crowd of twelve-thousand onlookers
witnessed the ceremony, hurling insults: Death to the traitor, Death to the Jews!!

Dreyfus was deported to perpetual incarceration on Devil’s Island, off the coast of French Guyana.
Conditions in this isolated, disease-ridden, and torrid place were inhumane and represented a virtual
condemnation to death. Surrounded by a high-walled enclosure, a prey to vermin and scorpions, Dreyfus was
shackled for extended periods of time. His diet, often consisting of foul food, was cooked and eaten in rusty
cans.

Throughout his torment, Dreyfus maintained an unflinching loyalty to the French judicial system, a belief in
the honor of the Army, and a devotion to his family.




1886

1890-1893

CHRONOLOGY
(1791-1998)

The new republic proclaims the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen.
Alsace annexed by Germany following the Franco-Prussian War.

Republican legislation begins to limit the civil power of the Church.

Press freed from censorship by the Law of July 29.

Crash of banking consortium, Unrion Générale, founded in 1876 with funds from
Catholic investors. Failure used as pretext to attack republican government and
Jewish financiers.

Edouard Drumont, self-appointed “pope” of antisemitism, publishes La France
Juive—100,000 copies sold within two months; runs to more than 200 editions.
Anarchist bombs terrorize Paris.

Panama Scandal. Bankruptcy of the Panama Company and ensuing ruin of small
investors sparks antisemitic agitation and bitter criticism of the Republic. Drumont’s
newspaper, La Libre Parole leads the attack and enflames public opinion.

(October) Captain Alfred Dreyfus charged with high treason.

(December) Dreyfus condemned to perpetual imprisonment.

(January) Dreyfus degraded in the courtyard of the Ecole Militaire.

(April) Dreyfus deported to Devil’s Island, a former leper colony.

(July) Lieutenant Colonel Georges Picquart appointed Chief of French Intelligence.
(March) Picquart identifies Major Esterhazy as author of the bordereau.

(December 7) Vice-President of French Senate, Auguste Scheurer-Kestner appeals for
renewed investigation of the bordereau.

(January 13) J’Accuse...! which results in suit against Zola for libel.

Antisemitic riots erupt in provincial centers in France and Algeria.
(February 7-23) During Zola’s trial the League of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen is

founded in support of the revision.

(May) In government elections, antisemitic candidates make political gains; prominent
Dreyfusards lose seats.

(August) Major Henry, his forgeries discovered, is arrested and found in his cell with

his throat cut—ofhcially-reported as suicide.

(May-June) National and international pressure brings about revision (a new trial) of

Dreyfus’ case.

(June 3) United Courts of Appeal order a retrial in Rennes.

(August-September) Dreyfus’ second court-martial at Rennes. Again found guilty and

sentenced to ten years imprisonment. A pardon is offered by President Loubet which

is accepted on the understanding that Dreyfus will continue efforts to prove his

innocence.




(April) Despite threats of international boycott, the Exposition universelle opens in Paris.
(December) In an attempt to close the Affair, the government decrees amnesty for all
crimes connected with the Dreyfus case.
(April) Jean Jaures reopens debate on the need for revision. General André, Minister of War,
begins inquiry in the War Office.
(November) Dreyfus, supported by new, irrefutable findings, successfully appeals for
revision of the verdict at Rennes.
(July) Dreyfus exonerated: appointed Knight of the Legion of Honor and reinstated
into the Army at the rank of Major. Georges Picquart is promoted to Brigadier-General.
(October) Picquart appointed Minister of War by President of the Republic, Georges Clemenceau.
(June) Transfer of Zola’s remains to the Panthéon. In the cortege, Alfred Dreyfus is
shot and wounded: the would-be assassin, Grégori, is acquitted September 11.
(August) Major Henry, his forgeries discovered, is arrested and found in his cell with his throat
cut—ofhcially-reported as suicide.
(February 2) Commemorative plaque unveiled at the Ecole Militaire paying tribute to Alfred

Dreyfus.
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1859
1871-1874
1878
1890
1892
1893
1894
1895

1896

19141918

1935

Alfred Dreyfus born in Mulhouse, Alsace

to a Jewish family.

Dreyfus family members leave Alsace to malntam

Erench citizenship following the annexatiof by Germany

after the Franco-Prussian War. "\\ /

Enters Ecole polytechnique. . &

Marriage with Lucie Hadamard W

Graduates with honors from the premier French n}ﬂltary academy, the

Ecole supérieure de la guerre.

Captain Dreyfus is awarded a probationary assignment with the General Staff.
(September-December) The bordereau is intercepted by French

Intelligence. General Mercier, Minister of War, orders investigatiof.

Dreyfus is falsely accused and sentenced to perpetual deportation.

(January) Public dégradation at the Ecole Militaire before crowds hurling violent insults.
(April) Solitary confinement on Devil’s Island, off French Guyana, a former leper colony.
(March) New chief of French Intelligence, Lieutenant Colonel Georges

Picquart identifies Major Esterhazy as author of the borderean. :

(November) Writer and journalist, Bernard-Lazare, the first publicly-active Dreyfusard,
exposes illegality of Dreyfus’ trial in his book, Une erreur judiciaire.

(January) Esterhazy unanimously acquitted at a pre-arranged court-martial.

Picquart is imptisoned.

(June) Court of Appeal orders a retrial for Dreyfus.

(August) Second court-martial at Rennes finds Dreyfus “guilty,” wichi¥iy

“extenuating circumstances’; sentenced to ten years detention.

(September 10) Dreyfus offered pardon by President Loubet. Dreyfus

accepts with proviso that he will continue efforts to prove his innocence.

(July) Dreyfus exonerated, reintegrated into the Army and promoted.

Appointed Knight of the Legion of Honor at the Ecole Militaire.

‘Dreyfus serves with his son Pierre on active duty at the front lines during

the First World War. o
Alfred Dreyfus dies on the twenty-ninth anniversary of his reinstatement




CAPTAIN ALFRED DREYFUS:

MaN oF HONOR

1859-1935

My life . . . belongs to my country . . .my honor . . . is the patrimony of my children.

Alfred Dreyfus
Letter to the President of the Republic, July 8, 1897

age of twelve, following the Franco-Prussian War, Alfred witnessed the annexation of his native province

g lfred Dreyfus was born in Alsace where his father, Raphaél, was a successful textile manufacturer. At the
y Germany. The Dreyfus family chose French citizenship and left for France.

Alfred aspired to a military career to restore French honor. He entered the Ecole polytechnique at the age of
nineteen and in 1889 was appointed a captain of artillery. In April 1890, the day following his acceptance
by the Ecole supérieure de la guerre (the West Point of France), Alfred married his fiancée, Lucie Hadamard
in Paris. At the age of thirty-two, he graduated with honors. His success led to a probationary appointment
on the General Staff, attached to the Intelligence Service. Dreyfus would reflect on his happiness during this
period of his life

The path of a brilliant career lay open before me; the future appeared under the best possible light.

After the day of work, I enjoyed the rest and charms of familial life . . . We were perfectly happy, a

first child brightened our home; I had no material cares, the same deep affection united me both to
my own family and that of my wife.

In September 1894, French Intelligence retrieved a treasonous document. Alfred Dreyfus, an artillery officer,
and the only Jew on the General Staff, was a likely target. He was charged with treason and sentenced to life-
imprisonment. Throughout his ordeal, Dreyfus never lost faith in the integrity of France, its judicial system,
and the honor of the Army.

Emile Zola, France’s most famous novelist, penned /Accuse...! which galvanized an international campaign
for the revision. The struggle for justice in the Affair led to a second court-martial at Rennes in 1899. Again,
Dreyfus was found guilty of treason, this time with “extenuating circumstances”—a verdict which sparked an
international outcry. Ten days later, President of France, Emile Loubet offered a pardon. Dreyfus accepted on
condition that he would continue efforts to redeem his honor

My liberty . . . is nothing to me . . . without my honor . . .
[ want all of France to know that I am innocent . . .

Twelve years after the initial condemnation, Alfred Dreyfus was exonerated of all charges. In July 1906,
following a decision of the Supreme Court of Appeal, he was reintegrated into the French Army, promote

to Squadron Leader, and appointed a Knight of the Legion of Honor at the Ecole Militaire. Following the
ceremony of decoration--to enthusiastic cries of “Long live Dreyfus'”—Dreyfus responded, “Long live France!”




[ loved you before with all my heart and soul; today I do more, I admire

you. You are assuredly one of the noblest women in the world. My
admiration is such that if I succeed in drinking this bitter cup to the dregs

it will be in order to be worthy of your heroism.
Alfred to Lucie Dreyfus

while a prisoner on Devil’s Island

Lucie-Eugénie Hadamard born to an eminent Jewish family in Paris.

(April) Civil marriage of Lucie and Alfred at the Mairie du IXe
arrondissement; religious ceremony subsequently conducted by Grand
Rabbi of Paris, Zadoc Kahn.

(October-December) Captain Alfred Dreyfus falsely accused of treason
and sentenced to perpetual deportation.

(January 5) Degradation of Dreyfus at the Ecole Militaire before vast and
violent crowd.

Lucie implores her husband to maintain his composure: You are innocent.
(February) Lucie petitions to accompany her husband to Devil’s
Island—the request, though admissible under French law, is denied.

(September) LEclair reveals unwittingly that Dreyfus has been condemned
illegally on “secret” evidence. Madame Dreyfus’ petition for revision
of her husband’s case is rejected by Parliament.

(April) An Appeal to the Women of France by Leopold Monod, Protestant
pastor of Lyon, demands that Lucie be allowed to see her husband.

Lucie publishes Alfred’s letters from prison, the Letters of an Innocent.

(August 31) Major Henry confesses his forgeries and is found dead in his
cell on Mont-Valérien.

(September 3) Lucie again submits an appeal for revision.

(October 29) The Council of Ministers authorizes an assembly of the

Court of Appeal which judges the Dreyfus case readmissible.

(August) Second court-martial at Rennes.

(September 10) Pardon signed by President Loubet. At the urging of
friends and family, Dreyfus accepts with proviso that he will continue
efforts to prove his innocence.

1906 (July) Court of Appeal exonerates Dreyfus. He is promoted to Major and
in the presence of Lucie and the children, family and friends, is
appointed Knight of the Legion of Honor at the Ecole Militaire.

1914-1918 While Alfred and their son are on active duty at the Front, Lucie serves
as a nurse for the Red Cross. Both son and son-in-law of Alfred’s
brother, Mathieu are lost in the service of France.

1939-1945 During the Second World War, members of the Dreyfus family serve
France, some in the armed services, others participating in
the Resistance. Madame Dreyfus’ funds are expropriated by the Vichy
régime. A nephew, a hostage victim, is killed; granddaughter
Madeleine Lévy dies at Auschwitz (January 1944).

1943-1944 At the age of seventy-four, Lucie Dreyfus, under the name “Madame
Duteil” is given shelter by the Catholic nuns of Valence.

1945 (December 14) Lucie Dreyfus dies at her home in Paris.




MabDAME LuclieE DREYFUS

Woman of Valor
1869-1945

of Chatou to an eminent, affluent Jewish family. Her

grandfather had studied in the military school, the Ecole
polytechnique, and had been an officer in the French Army. At
twenty-one she was married to Captain Alfred Dreyfus. Her
husband’s income ensured the financial security of his new
family; Lucie’s generous dowry further promised the couple
a brilliant place in society. They lived in Paris and shared the
joy of two children, Pierre (1891) and Jeanne (1893). Her
husband’s career, and their domestic happiness, was brutally
shattered by the accusation in September 1894.

In December, Dreyfus was condemned by court-martial for
“delivering secrets to a foreign power or its agents.” Aware of
the devastating effect of this charge, yet conscious of Alfred’s
sense of duty to his wife and family, Lucie immediately wrote
to sustain her husband

I ucie-Eugénie Hadamard was born in the Parisian suburb

You must live for the children . . . Think of the good years we have had rogether and the ones we shall have

again. . . . We will fight together . . .

Throughout the years of his imprisonment, Lucie wrote constantly to her husband, addressed many
appeals to the French authorities and even to the Pope. Without her constancy the efforts for revision
could not have been sustained. Though shunning publicity for herself, Lucie published the letters received
from her husband. She hoped the Letters of an Innocent would convince the world that Alfred was a loving
husband, a devoted father, and a loyal soldier of France.

Her appeals led to a new court-martial in Rennes. Lucie’s constancy throughout the struggle for justice,
her dignity, and her courage, evoked worldwide admiration. Among the many international expressions
of support, a group of “Women of Brazil” presented an inscribed, jewelled casket to Madame Dreyfus, in
homage of “she who has been the exemplar of wife and mother.”

The verdict, after five weeks of deliberation at Rennes, was bitter. Dreyfus was again found guilty, with
“extenuating circumstances,” and sentenced to ten years of imprisonment. On September 10, 1899, he
was offered a pardon. In deplorable health, Dreyfus was prevailed upon by family and friends to accept, on
proviso of continued efforts to establish his complete innocence.

In 1906, in the presence of Lucie and the children, family and friends, Alfred Dreyfus was made a
Knight of the Legion of Honor at the Ecole Militaire where he had been degraded twelve years earlier.
Lucie’s heroic struggle to restore her husband’s honor, and the family’s unfaltering devotion to France, was

affirmed.
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The Dreyfus brothers, Alfred and Mathieu. Mathieus devotion to his brothers
defense changed history. He quit his family business to save his brother’ life.
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1854

1872
1873

Born Marie-Georges Picquart in Strasbourg,
to a family of magistrates and soldiers.

Studies at the elite military college of Saint-Cyr. . :
Enters school of General Staff (Ecole d’état-major). -

1885-1888 Serves on active duty in Tonkin (Cochin-€hina),

1895

1896

1898

1899

1906

1914

promoted to major on return to France.

Promoted to Lieutenant Colon€l: appointed Chief of
French Intelligence.

(March) Discovers an expressletter (/e pezit blew)
addressed to Esterhazy from German military attaché
in Paris which identifies Esterhazy as the traitor.
(August-September) Picquart informs the General Staff
who demand his silence.

(December) By order of the General Staff, Picquart is
assigned to active duty in Tunisia.

(January 11) Esterhazy unanimously acquitted by
court-martial.

(January 13) Picquart imprisoned on the day of
JAccuse.

(February 11, 12) While a prisoner, Picquart testifies
during Zola’s trial for libel.

(February 26) Picquart is declared unfit for service
on charges of “grave misconduct” and. dishonorably
discharged.

(July 13) Picquart again arrested and

imprisoned for one year, with one month in solitary
confinement.

(November) Tens of thousands of signatures of support
for Picquart are collected by Le Siécle and, L'Aurore.
(January) 7he Artists"Homage to Picquayt, anvalbamy of
lithographs, is published with lists of sighaturcs and a
preface by Dreyfusard author, Octave Mitbcau.
Picquart exonerated and promoted to Brigadier
General.(October) Clemenceau becomes

Prime Minister of Franee and appoints Picquarchis
Minister of War.

(January) Following accidental death while riding,
Picquart accorded the honors of a national funeral.




LieUTENANT COLONEL GEORGES PICQUART:
Man of Courage

1854-1914
The day will come when the truth will be understood by all:
why public opinion was misled, why the criminals of the

country were left unpunished.
Lieutenant Colonel Picquart

Army and, in the eyes of his superiors, one of its most promising officers. Picquart served
n the General Staff and was a professor at the Ecole de guerre. Like Alfred Dreyfus, he was
Alsatian by birth. He had facility in five European languages and spoke perfect German. Books,
music, and art were an important part of his life.

ﬁ t the age of forty-one, Georges Picquart was the youngest Lieutenant Colonel in the French

In 1895, Picquart was appointed head of French Intelligence. The following year he discovered

an express letter (/e petit bleu) addressed to a French officer, Major Ferdinand Esterhazy from the
German military attaché. In the course of his personal inquiry, Picquart found further evidence
that Esterhazy was the author of the bordereau, the letter which had been used to incriminate Alfred
Dreyfus. He immediately informed the General Staff of this infamy and received a shocking reply:
“of what consequence to you is the innocence of a Jew?” Picquart realized that persistence would
place his career, his honor, even his life in jeopardy. But to the demands of his superiors for silence,
he vowed, [ will not take this secret to the grave!

Torn between allegiance to his Army chiefs and his personal integrity, Picquart remained steadfast
in his struggle to establish Dreyfus’ innocence and Esterhazy’s treason. Picquart was dismissed as
Head of Intelligence: in an attempt to ensure his silence, the High

Command ordered him on a tour of active duty in Tunisia. On

January 11, 1898, after a staged court-martial, Esterhazy was officially

absolved of all charges while Picquart was arrested. Picquart spent

more than one year in prison and was dishonorably discharged from

the service. Incensed by this flagrant injustice, Emile Zola rose

ardently to Picquart’s defense in /Accuse...!

The one honest man . . . who alone has done his duty, is to be the
victim. . . . We are witnesses to an infamous spectacle—a man of
stainless life, is stricken down. When a society reaches that point,
it begins to rot.

During the Affair, Georges Picquart’s uncompromising commitment
to truth and his staunch courage unquestionably revealed him as a
man of honor. In 1906, both Dreyfus and Picquart were exonerated.
Picquart was promoted to Brigadier General and when Georges
Clemenceau became President of France he served as Minister of War.




1833  Auguste Scheurer born in Mulhouse,
Alsace, to a Protestant family.
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July) Louis Leblois, the attorney of Georges
Picquart, presents Scheurer-Kestner with evidence of
" Dreyfus’ innoccp"ce and Esterhazy’s treachery.
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_ e;', 1899  (August-September) In failing health,

Scheurer-Kestner submits written testimony at the
second court-martial of Alfred Dreyfus in Rennes.

(September 19) Scheurer-Kestner dies on the
day Dreyfus accepts the pardon.

1906 (July 13) Senate votes for a monument to
the memory of Scheurer-Kestner (inaugurated,
February 11, 1908).




SENATOR AUGUSTE SCHEURER-KESTNER;
Man of Justice

1833-1899

1 will die faithful to the Republican cause . . . to the right to free
thought; 1 will die, as I have sought ro live, with respect for all

opinions, as long as they are sincere.
Scheurer-Kestner

uguste Scheurer-Kestner was born in 1833, in Alsace, to a family with staunch Republican traditions.

He studied chemistry and in 1894 was elected President of the Society of Chemistry in Paris. Asa

tudent he was outspoken in his opposition to the Imperial régime and as a result was sentenced to three
months imprisonment and a fine of two thousand francs.

His devotion to the republican cause secured him the respect and friendship of many leaders of the
future Third Republic. In 1875 he was appointed a Senator for life: four years later he became political director
and financial supporter of the newspaper, La République frangaise (The French Republic).

Scheurer-Kestner was passionate in his belief in social justice. Through personal investigation he
confirmed his own belief in Dreyfus” innocence. Ignoring potential dangers to his position as Vice-President
of the Senate, he set in motion efforts for a revision. With evidence that the bordereau had been written by
Esterhazy, Scheurer-Kestner met with President Félix Faure and the Minister of War. The Senator’s petitions for
revision were met with silence and resentment. On December 7, 1897, Scheurer-Kestner rose in the Senate, to
demand that the Dreyfus case be reopened and that the borderean be reviewed by other experts

Justice will be done, gentlemen . . . sooner or later, Truth will triumph.

Scheurer-Kestner’s conviction, courage, and reputation provided a moral example and drew several
fellow-senators to his side, fortifying others in their commitment to the Dreyfusard cause, including Zola and
Clemenceau. Established power and the General Staff—fearful of the results of a reexamination of the Dreyfus
case--stood behind the barriers of “/a chose jugée” (the thing as judged) and the “honor of the Army.” On
January 11, 1898, Esterhazy was fully acquitted by a hasty and clearly biased court-martial. Two days later,
Zola’s incendiary article, //Accuse appeared. On the same day, after twenty
years of service in the French Senate, Scheurer-Kestner’s mandate as

Vice-President was revoked.
DANS CETTE MAISON
) _ . NAQUIT LE Il FEVRIER 1833 B
During tf_le.turmo.ll generated by Zolas trial in February 1898, e % CHEURERIKESTRER B
Scheurer-Kestner joined with Senator Trarieux to found the League of , INDUSTRIEI
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen—an association which aimed to R DEPUTE DU HAUT-RHIN
f d . d. .d al . h h l.b f .. d 1. b f h A LASSEMBLEE NATIONALE pE BORDEAUX
safeguard individual rights, the liberty of citizens, and equality before the A TEUR TNAMGYIBLE
law. VICE-PRESIDENT DU SENAT
On July 13, 1906, it was voted that a bust of Scheurer-Kestner PRESIDENT e SOFIETE CHIMIOUE 0t PARIS
. . ; RE i 3 A VE 3
be placed within the French Senate. Two years later, on February 11, D:E'ggr[ D;""jJUST"TF ET-DE LAVERITE
' “CEDE A BAGNERES pE LUCHON
1908, a Monument to Scheurer-Kestner was unveiled on the Senate’s

: _ LE 19 SEPTEMBRE 1899
grounds, in the gardens of the Palais du Luxembourg,. INHUME A THANN
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The Power of Pen,
Print, and Press

he Dreyfus Affair made an enormous cultural impact inside France and abroad. The Affair was

commented upon in songs, books, paintings, sculpture, and the decorative arts, as well as in the more

novel arts of photography and film. But the central medium of cultural engagement during the Affair
was the press.

The end of the nineteenth century witnessed an extraordinary expansion of the French press. Several factors
were at work in the development of its power. The law of July 29, 1881, enacted by the new Republic in
fulfillment of its promise of press freedom, liberated journalism from previous restrictions and censorship.
Advances in industrial techniques of photomechanical and color printing and their commercial potential
contributed to make this a “golden age” of print with over seventy daily newspapers in Paris alone catering
to new and increasing readerships. The press presented a vast field of opportunities for artists and writers
and was the single most important forum for exchange of views and information regarding the Affair. The
growth of literacy and expanded use of imagery enlarged the audience hungry for news. Innumerable articles,

cartoons, and photographs appeared, competing for public opinion in support (Dreyfusard) or against (Anti-
Dreyfusard).

An “art of the streets,” the poster had come into its own as an aesthetic medium while catering to the demand
for advertising of all kinds. During the Affair posters were used to broadcast ofhicial pronouncements,
political propaganda, publicity, and satirical comment. Through portraits and caricature, through popular
songs, broadsides, postcards, games, and every variety of paper novelty, the Affair was purveyed to an extensive
public, eager for news or distraction. Artists unleashed their imaginations for publishers ready to seize
commercial opportunity.

1898 was the crucial year which marked a mass mobilization of the media. /’Accuse...! was the point
of departure for an army of commentators and illustrators. Zola was portrayed as a moral and political
subversive, because of his support for Dreyfus and for his own novels. But his stand also served as a beacon.
Many writers, artists, and academics--the “intellectuals’—along with politicians and public figures, followed
Zola’s lead. They contributed to the international Dreyfusard mobilization which would force revision of
Dreyfus’ court-martial.







EMILE ZO1.A:

Man of Conscience
1840-1902

10 feel the continual and irresistible need to cry aloud
that which one believes, above all when one is alone in
believing it . . . if [ am worth anything, it is by this,

and this alone.
Zola, Une campagne (1882)

hunger a constant companion, he realized that writing would be central to his life. As a journalist and

novelist, Zola remained hostile to the social inequalities of his time. Through his novels, with their
powerfully-drawn scenes of impoverishment, degradation, and revolt, the author raised economic and social
questions which revealed worlds largely ignored by contemporaries.

In his youth, Zola knew hardship and endured harsh poverty. Drawn into a bohemian existence, with

At the age of fifty-three, Zola was France’s most famous novelist and enjoyed a worldwide reputation. In
spite of his success, he remained committed to the ideals that underpinned his work. Alerted to evidence of
Dreyfus’ innocence by Senator Scheurer-Kestner, Zola recognized the issues as a struggle for Truth and Justice.

Intent on drawing public attention to the injustice, Zola denounced official corruption. In an open letter to

the President of the Republic, he indicted by name those in government, the handwriting “experts,” and the
High Command for the wrongful condemnation of Dreyfus. Zola’s letter, published by George Clemenceau’s
newspaper, LAurore, under the incendiary title, /Accuse...!, produced the required effect—a public trial in
which to refocus attention on the Affair. National feeling in France escalated and international support was
aroused as Zola offered himself as the most visible target of Dreyfusard resistance

My ardent protest is a cry from my very soul. Let them dare to summon me before a court of law!
Let the inquiry be held in broad daylight!

Zola was condemned to fines and imprisonment. Advised to leave France, to be more effective as a
Dreyfusard, the author sought refuge in England. But /’Accuse became the lightning-rod of the cause and
galvanized an international struggle for the revision which would eventually lead to the full exoneration of

Alfred Dreyfus.

Zola’s courageous stand threatened his security and well-being: the venom of the Antidreyfusard press
mirrored the death threats and physical danger to which he had exposed himself. But some writers,
artists, and politicians followed his lead: in the press, in art, and in the political arena, these “intellectuals”
contributed to the revision.

Action! Action! All must act, all must know
it is a social crime to remain passive in the face of injustice!
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JACCUSCoos!
LETTRE AU PHE§IDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE
Par EMILE ZOLA

LETTRE
A M. FELIX FAURE ;

Président de la République

Monsienr 1 Présidant,

Mg permetles-vous, dans e grali-
tnds ponr la blenveillant sceueil que
~one m'avex fait un jour, d'avoir le
sonel de votre juste gloire et de vous
dire gue votre étoile, sl hourense Jus.

o'ich, sat menncdada 1a plus honteuse,
Eo 1a plus inefagabla des taches?

Vous dtes sorll sain et sauf des bas-
s25 calommies, vous aves congquis les
e@nrs, Vous appamisie rayonnant
dans Vupothéoss de oolls s palr

Tallianeo msse n & po
1a Franece, ¢t vous vous pripares ap
aidar an salennel triompha do nolrn

notre grand sitcle de traveil, do wdrité

wtde liharté. Mals quells tachs de bous

mur votre nom — j'allais dire sur votrs

cotte abominable affaire

I Un conssil de guerre viont,

d'ndar acqoittec un Estars

flet supréme & inuty Ve,
nlm.laj...ﬂ..:c Et cest fini, In P

a Eur 12 Joue cette souil

el o'est sonus ot prisidence

iqu'nn tel orime soial a po étre commis,

Deisquils ont oné, ['oserai apesi,
mol. La véeltd, jo la dimi, car j'al pro-
nis da 1a dire, si In justios, rigulibre-
ment aisle, e In Tuisail pas, pleine
et antlére. Mon davoir est du parler, jn
ne veux pas étre complice. Mes nuils
serafant hantées par lo =peetre de Vo
nocant qui o:phga -bas, duns 1s plus
affrenas Jdes tirtures, on crime qu'il
Wi pas commis,

Et c'eat b voos, monsiear le Prési-
dent, queja la criecai, cotte véritd, do
toyty la force do ma révolte d'hon-
néts hiomms. Pour votrs honnear, ja
w.la eanwaincn qua vous Vignorez. Et

# qui dono dénoncerai-ja la toorbe
malfaiianis des vrals coapables, si ca
w'ost & vons, le promior du

tiea
cur

des  paplars  disparaissaient,
e disparalt sujount'hol en-
Tautear du bordorean dtait
recherchid, lorsqu'un a prior se fit
{m i peu que cet apteur ne pouvait
uu officler do I'état-major, ot

un officier. d'artilloris : doubls or-
renr manifeste, qui montra aves qual
espril supericiel on svait dludid oo
bonlereau, car un sxamen raisonnd

| démontre qu'il ne ponvall s'agir que

d'un olfigier de troups, On cherchait
donc dans Ia malson, on examinait
Ies dctitures, c'dait comme une affaire
de famille, nn traitre b sutprendrs
dans les bureaux méoes, pour l'sn
expalier. El, sans que j& vénille re-
fuire icd nne histoire connos en partie,
| le sommandant da Faly do Clam enira
on seing, dés go'an premier sopoon
tambn s Dreylos: A partic de co wi-

nl, a'est lub qui & inventd Dreyfus,
Valluiro dovient son affwirs, il s Gt
font de eonfomdro In Lrallre, de Pamo
m:rl\ des nvenx complats, Il y & bien
!1e minisiry do In guerrs, o général
Mercler, dont lintellipenos somble
{médioore: Iy & bion lo ohel do V'dtal-
major, le géndral de Boisdelre, qui
paralt avoir eédd & sa passion eléri-
gale, ot le sons-chel de 1'dkal- auuiur. 1q

Est-ce dono vrai, los shoses

cherchent,

los choses dangeronses, capabiss de
mattrs I'Burope oo femmes, quion =
i enlerrer soigneosement derridee oo
buin clos? Nonl il o'y n eu, derriirs,
ue les imaginations roman
dimentes du commandant du
Clam. Tout cala n'a dtd falt que pour
cacher le plus' sangrenn des romans-—
fealllstons. Etil suffit, pour & 'en avET-
rer, d'¥tudior attontivement acte d'ac-
cusation ladevant la conseil de guarre.
Ahtle néant do cet sote d'accnes-
tion! Qo'on homma all po ke cone
damné sur esl acte, a'esk on prodige
dinlquitd, Jo défie Ios honnMas gons
el lo lir, sans qua Toar coor bondinss
dindignation el crie Iour nivolle, en
pensant & lespintion dimesunis, Ti:
bas, & Tile du Diablo. Dreylus sail
plusieurs hingues, crime; on n'a tronvd |

finissont par n convaincre de linne-
canca d¢ Direyfos,

Ja ne ferai pas Mhistoriqua des don-
tes; puis do la conviotion de M. Schao-
ror-Kestuor. Mals, pondant qu'il fooil-
laiL da son o, il s passait des faits
gaces 4 I'tatmnjor mémn. Lo co-

nol - Bandhor M2l mord, of o
liontonont-colonel - Fioguart Tni avait
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renseignoments.. Et c'sat & ce litre,
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durnier out om jour éntre led mains
une  lettee-téligramme, adressés an
wommandant Eslerluzy, par on agent
d'ups puissancs dlanghro. Son dovaie
striol élait d'ouveir uoo engodte. La
corlitude, pat qu'il n's jrimnis agioen
dohors da la volontd de ses suplriours.
1l soumil done ses soupgons & sos su-
dndral

ghez lul wucan p apler P
erime : 11 va parfols dany von pays d'e-
rigine, :rim 1I. est laborionz, il als
souci de tont savelr, orime; il na a8
tronble pas, crime; 01 se trouble.
crim. Et les naivetés de ridaction,
1es formalles-assartions dans, 1a vide!
On noas avait parld de q‘nmm ehers'
d'accusation : noms nlen tromvans
qn une liuh en ﬁn da compts, cells |
do

rinémk e, demk 1= pongnioe

supomnminder da hnmlr.onp da \.basel
Mais, an fund, (1 o'y & d'abord qao T
commundant da Paty de Claw, qui lés
ming tons, qui les hrpnotise, car il
#'occups aussi do spiritisme, d'oconl-
tisma, il converse avec les esprits. On
ne croira jamals los expériences anx-
quellez il & soumis ls malheurdax
Dieeylus, 1es pisges dans lesquels Il &
vouln I fairo tomber, los enquétes
follis, 18 imaginations mongtruensos,
tonte nne dimence torturants.

Al ontte premivre affaive, ello ast
un cauchemar, pone qal & connalt
dans yos détails vrais 1 Locommandant
du Paty de Clam arrite Dréyfos, ls mat
an seorot, 11 court ohes madams Drey-
fus, Ia torrorise, lai dit que, £ ells
parle, son mnri est pnnlu P!mhm o
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Waecond, quiun d'eux, M. Goborl, o
i bmm:nh'l mililairement, paros qoiil
s permettait do ne pas conolioes dang
T sonn dis On parlait aussi de
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Nous  ignoronm are loars  inlek
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oat & remarquor, on outre, que o |
appartenniont anx  bureant de 18
guerro, Gest un procés de famill
on ost 14 entre sof, ek {I fant s'en sou-
veulr : P'état-major a vouln le procts,
U'a jogé, ot Il vient do lo juger une
soconda fols.

Dome, il no restait que s borderean,
AILE le?uel 1o sxperis ne s'étalent pas

L On raconte que, dans la

tomps, In I

chnir, hurlail son innocence, Et lins-

truction a (48 faits abnsi, comme rlnnl
du

eyt
"

La wirith d'abord sur o procts of
sor 1a condamnation de Dreyfus,

Un homme néfasts & tout mené, »
tont fait, c'est la colonel du I‘ut:r
do Clam, alors simple commandant.
I est Vaffaire Dreylos tout entiire,
oo ne ln connaltra que lorsgu'uns
enguéte loyala anra élabll nettement
ses ncles el ses responsabilités. 0 ap-

rafl comme I'esprit ls plas fameus,
E:plul wlnlﬂlqu.ﬁ, ]:nn].d dmmgun

hma sitcle, an
milien d\l mynmn, aves ono compli-

chambre du conseil, les juges allalent
naturellement acqu!uar El, dh !UI!

plirionrs Is  gdnd
Gonso, puly Ja pinéml do Boisdelle,
puls I’ général Billot, qui avait sue-
cédé an général Mercler commo minis-
teo de la gaerre. ux dossler
Picquart, dont il a dtd tant parlé, n'a.
Jamais été quo le dessior Dillet, Jlen-
tonds 1o dossior fait par un snbordonnd
ponr san ministre, 1o dassler qui doit
wxiater nnmm an ministére do la |
e s pewhiercl e du it da mag
rpbemibire 180661 e qu'll Ml alfir-

o bien boul, cest qoe In pénéml
Chonss dail convalnen de la calpabilitd
d'Esterhaxy, c'est que la gindral de
Huisdelfee of 1o géndral Billot ne mat-
tatenl pas en doutd que la famenx
bordopeau Tl dal’ dc.nl.lm!d Ektaﬂ:l:lxy

aves lni une cormspondance amicals.
Snulnnnlzz. Ii u::iclj_eu segrata qu'il na
fait pus hon o' sarpris.

A Paris, la viritd marchait, irrésis-
fible. ot Von sait do Tagon Lo-
rage attendu dclata.
{fux dénonga 1 commandaxt Es
comme le véritable antenr do borde-
rean, a0 moment ot M Schenrer-
Kmnor allait déposer, entre les maing

o das scexnx, une domands en
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commandant Esterhazy parait, Des
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Fuis, tout d'an conp, il paye 4
11 dtonna Paris par la violence dé son
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Vavertissant dos mendes do o6 onne-
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cannalssant les expédiontsde wn ima-

ination fertile. Son moves.ln o
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saris, les fommes mysidricuses qoi
colportent, de nuit, des prouves wcoa-
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EMILE Zo1A

Emile Zola born in Paris, only child of Francesco Zola, a brilliant Italian engineer and Emilie Aubert from the
Beauce, to the south west of Paris.

Untimely death of Zola’s father: unfair legal procedures against the estate leave the family without resources.

With publication of 7hérése Raquin (1867) begins dual career as novelist and journalist. Writes over 1800
articles for the press during this turbulent period.

Conceives plan for a series of novels based on a fictional family—the Rougon Macquart—tracing the fortunes of
twelve hundred characters through several generations (1871-1893).

Marriage with Gabrielle-Alexandrine Meley.
LAssommoir establishes Zola as France’s most famous contemporary author.
Awarded Knight of the Legion of Honor.

First of many rejections by the Academie Francaise, the elite body of France’s most honored artists and
intellectuals.

(November) Zola learns of Dreyfus’ innocence from Senator Scheurer-Kestner.

(November 25) Denounces in Le Figaro the abuse of military authority press irresponsibility, and growing
antisemitism: T7uth is on the march and nothing shall stop i.

(December 14) Zola’s Letter to Yourh implores students and young people to take up the Dreyfusard cause.

(January 7) Zola’s Letter to France appeals to the nation for justice.

(January 13) J/Accuse...! published in L'Aurore, edited by Georges Clemenceau, with the intention of producing
a public legal forum for the Affair.

(February 7-23) Zola tried and condemned for libel. Sentenced to one year’s imprisonment and fine of 3,000
francs. Although willing to face prison, is persuaded to seek refuge in England.

(June 5) Zola returns to France following decree of revision of Dreyfus’ trial.
(September 29) Found asphyxiated due to a blocked chimney in his Paris apartment—suspicions of foul play
linger.

(October 5) Zola’s funeral is a day of national mourning.

(June) Transfer of Zola’s remains to the Panthéon. While in the cortege, Alfred Dreyfus is shot and wounded:
the would-be assassin, Grégori, is acquitted.
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1844  Sarah (Rosine), eldest of three, illegitimate daughters,
born in Paris to Judith (Youle) Van Hard, a Dutch woman of
Jewish descent and prominent courtisane.

1854  Enters convent of Grandchamps in Versailles.

1862  Debut at the Comédie Francaise as Iphigenia in
Racine’s Iphigénie en Aulide. Begins career as France’s greatest
tragic actress of her time.

1864  Sarah gives birth to Maurice, illegitimate son of
Prince Henri de Ligne.

1883  Bernhardt is the target of a satirical book, sharply
inflected by antisemitic prejudice, by an actress and former
colleague.

1886-1893
Tours of North America and the world spread the
international fame of the “Divine” Sarah.

1894  Witnesses public degradation of Alfred Dreyfus.

1897  During production of Les Mauvais Bergers (The
Bad Shepherds) discusses with author, Octave Mirbeau
wrongful conviction of Dreyfus. Meets Emile Zola
and encourages his support of the revision.

1898  (January 13) J’Accuse...! Sarah congratulate |la
and makes public her solldarlty with the author.

/"™

1899  Leases the Théatre des Nations renaming it Théi
Sarah Bernhardt—which exists today aga premig
venue for modern dance.

(July) Dreyfus exonerated Sarah ajdf#ﬂesses legi

1914-1918 A ."ﬂﬂl

A neglected kn@ESIliry necessitates ampuitation of

right leg

_ '.' of seventy-eight, immortalized
arecr as one of the first modern “stars.” She is
buried at Pére Lachaise, the celebrated cemetery
overlooking the city of Paris.
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SARAH BERNHARDT:

Woman of Spirit
1844-1923

You have sufffered again, but will

suffer no more. The flag of truth . .

. snaps louder than the barking of
the dog-pack. . . .

Sarah Bernhardt to Alfred Dreyfus

Following attempted assassination of Dreyfus
during the transfer of Zola to the Panthéon,
June 4, 1908

culptor, author, impresario, Sarah Bernhardt was a great and serious tragic actress
dedicated to her work, recognized and beloved of audiences throughout the world as “Madame Sarah,” the
« . . bl « »
Divine” Sarah, or “Sarah.
She experienced the vicissitudes of life during an uncertain childhood. At the age of ten, Sarah entered the convent
of Grandchamps at Versailles and was baptized. Once, when asked if she was a Christian, she replied, “No. I'm a
Roman Catholic and a member of the great Jewish race.”

Throughout her life she abhorred tyranny and injustice. Aware of the Affair through the press reaction, and a
witness to the public degradation in January 1895, she became convinced of Dreyfus’ innocence. Assembled among the
many dignitaries, diplomats, and journalists for the painful ceremony at the Ecole Militaire, Sarah heard and believed
the condemned man’s pleas of innocence.

Her Dreyfusard commitment made her a target for the nationalist and antisemitic press, alienating her from former
friends and artistic collaborators. Support for Dreyfus caused a rupture in her own family with her son, Maurice, who
was vehemently Antidreyfusard. During performances in the winter of 1897 of a play by Dreyfusard author, Octave
Mirbeau, the repeated cries against injustice in the drama drew powerful emotions from audiences. Sarah was asked to
suspend performances by the Chief of Police.

In the tense and critical moment of January 1898, when Zola rose to protest the monstrous injustice against
Dreyfus, Bernhardt visited him to publicly offer her support. She confronted and assisted in dispersing an angry crowd
gathered before Zola’s home in Paris. On reading his masterpiece of denunciation, /’Accuse, Sarah addressed a moving
homage to the author

. . . the beautiful words you wrote yesterday brought tremendous relief to my great suffering. . . . I say thank
you with all my strength . . . Thank you, Emile Zola . . . Thank you in the name of eternal justice.

In 1908, during the transfer of Zola’s remains to the Panthéon, the resting place of France’s honored dead, Dreyfus
resolved, contrary to the advice of family and friends, to pay his respects. In the funeral cortege, he was shot by a
would-be assassin, who was later acquitted. Sarah wrote to the wounded Dreyfus

Look around you, near and far . . . and you will see a multitude who love you and who will defend you against cowardice,
lies, and oblivion.
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SEVERINE;:

Woman of Social Action
1855-1929

The entire Dreyfus Affair may be summarized thus:
indiscretions, lies, investigations, and the selection of a
scapegoat—for some through carelessness, for others from
personal hostility or religious fanaticism—uwith also some

criminals, who wished to cover their own acts. ..
Séverine

author during a period when both occupations were considered, generally, a male preserve.

Caroline Rémy, who took the nom de plume, Séverine, was a highly regarded and popular journalist and

She was born in Paris in 1855 to a petit-bourgeois family. Her father was a police administrator, her
grandfather a soldier during the Great Revolution. At the age of seventeen she entered into a short-lived
marriage which produced one son. A second liaison with Dr Adrien Guebhard followed, to whom she also

bore a son.

At twenty four, Séverine met Jules Valles, writer, journalist, and social revolutionary. The influence
of Vallés was profound and her relationship with him bestowed enormous prestige. Following his death
in 1883, her demonstrated eloquence opened the door to a career in journalism. Séverine’s career spanned
forty-six years during which she authored more than six-thousand articles. She wrote for various newspapers
(Le Gaulois, Le Gil Blas, La Libre Parole)—Dbut as an independent voice, and always with her heart set on
sympathy and solidarity with the poor. In the summer of 1892 she was commissioned by Le Figaro to visit
Rome where she obtained from Pope Léon XIII an astonishing declaration against antisemitism.

At first, like many others, she was uncertain of the truth behind the Dreyfus case but was suspicious
of official accounts. In 1897, La Fronde, the first daily newspaper in France entirely edited by women, began
to appear. Séverine pursued her investigation of the Affzir through its columns. Made conscious, through the
writings of Bernard Lazare of the attempts to stifle the case, and then aroused by the fire of Zola’s JAccuse.. .,
Séverine was won to the Dreyfusard cause which she saw as a symbol of #he grear struggle of ideas, against the
submission demanded by Authority

... there was a will not to know: an inexorable, tenacious, commitment to silence, to cover the tomb with a stone.

Séverine participated in the founding of the League of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen with
Senators Scheurer-Kestner and Ludovic Trarieux. Her commitment to liberty, equality, and justice guaranteed

her allegiance to the League throughout her life.

Following the pardon of Dreyfus in September 1899, Séverine redoubled efforts for his exoneration.
She undertook a lecture-tour in Belgium where her oratorical presentations of the events of the Affair were
compared with Sarah Bernhardt. On October 10, 1899, she appeared before an audience of three thousand
at the Maison du Peuple in Brussels. An important voice in the defense of Alfred Dreyfus, Séverine became for
many an ardent symbol of justice and truth.




INTERNATIONAL ECHOES

have watched with indignation and regret the
trial of Captain Dreyfus based on bitter religious
prejudices. You cannot benefit one class by pulling down

another.

Theodore Roosevelt (1859-1919)
26th President of the United States

Accuse sparked activism throughout the world. Many voices were raised in support of Alfred Dreyfus

following Zola’s courageous engagement in the cause of Truth and Justice. Numbered among the

Dreyfusards were such celebrated artists as Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, and the American,

Marie Cassatt, writers Anton Chekov, Mark Twain, and Henry James, and actress Sarah Bernhardt. The

injustice suffered by Dreyfus led to composer Edvard Grieg’s refusal to tour France and, following /’Accuse, a
world boycott threatened the imminent Universal Exhibition scheduled to open in Paris during 1900. Many
took great risks, lost patronage, incurred the wrath of family and friends, and made sacrifices in order to
express their support of the Dreyfusard cause.

[lustrated or textual homages, postcards, and telegrams to Alfred and Lucie, to Senator Scheurer-
Kestner, Georges Picquart, and Zola were all important in expressing global solidarity. Correspondence from
all parts of the world, expressing personal or group sympathy and support, was received by Lucie Dreyfus.

Without freedom of the press, an integral part of France’s democratic traditions, the case would never
have become the Affair. Newspapers were an essential instrument of information and galvanized opinion.
Aided by technical advances in production and distribution, artists, writers, and publishers were able to reach
a concerned and impassioned global audience anxious for news. JAccuse had spoken to the world, and foreign
newspapers were quick to follow the alarms sounded by Zola and others in the French press. International
reports and comment were largely sympathetic to Dreyfus and his defenders.

There were other means of extending support. The public meeting hall, the theatre, and the new art
of moving pictures, then in its infancy, provided influential forums. In 1897, an American play, Devil’s Island,
A Novel founded upon the Famous Dreyfus Case opened in New York and later toured the States, running
until the final rehabilitation of Dreyfus in 1906. Since the turn of the century, film has continued to play a
significant role in memorializing the Affair and the issues it raised.

Zola’s pen lent the cause of Alfred Dreyfus a wider international dimension. The extensive press
coverage and various testimonies of support during the Dreyfus Affair demonstrate the power of international
solidarity in the cause of human rights.
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LE PROCES DE RENNES : Dreyfus devant le Conseil de guerre.
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Ia prison militaire de Rennes




REVISION AT RENNES

he tide was beginning to turn. In August 1898, the suicide of the forger, Major Henry, followed
I by the flight of Esterhazy dramatically and undeniably validated the Dreyfusard cause. When
interviewed in exile, the following year, Esterhazy openly confessed to having been the author of the
bordereau. In September 1898, Madame Dreyfus again submitted a request for revision of her husband’s case
which was accepted by the Court of Appeal.

The march of Justice continued. The election of a new president, Emile Loubet and the formation of
a new cabinet under Prime Minister Waldeck-Rousseau cleared a political path for resolution of the Affair.
On June 3, 1899, the verdict of the first court-martial was declared null and void by the Court of Appeal. A
second court-martial was ordered to take place in Rennes, Brittany.

Zola was able to return to France, Picquart was set at liberty, and Dreyfus began the long voyage from
Devil’s Island to France, across the Atlantic, aboard the cruiser, Sfax. After a twenty-day crossing, the prisoner
was secretly landed, under cover of night, at Port Haliguen on the French coast. Fearful of the hostile crowds
awaiting him, authorities provided a heavily-guarded escort to the military prison at Rennes.

The court-martial opened under conditions of extreme tension during the first week of August 1899. In spite
of the distance from the capital, many made the journey to attend the trial. Army representatives, barristers,
journalists, domestic and international, flocked to Rennes. Antidreyfusard demonstrations were mounted in
the streets and an attempt was made on the life of Fernand Labori, Dreyfus’ attorney.

Despite the disarray of the prosecution, the military judges, by a vote of five to two, again found Dreyfus

guiley—“with extenuating circumstances” Following the Rennes trial, Dreyfus remained a prisoner. On
September 9, he was sentenced to ten further years of detention.

The verdict reverberated around the world and was received with horror and scorn. The American press
lashed the court-martial as a travesty of justice. The headlines of September 10, on the front page of Chicago’s
Sunday Inter Ocean, rang with indignation

FIVE FRENCH ARMY OFFICERS CONDEMN AN INNOCENT MAN
10 SATISFY THE VANITY OF A FEW GENERALS.

International feeling ran high and there were threats of a worldwide boycott of the Universal Exhibition
scheduled to take place in Paris in 1900.

A pardon was offered by President Loubet. On the advice of counsel and entreaties of family and friends, the
pardon was accepted on September 19, 1899, although Dreyfus remained steadfast in his resolve to establish
his innocence

1 want all of France to know by a conclusive judement, that I am innocent. I will only be at
2y Juag y
peace when not a single Frenchman will ascribe to me the crime that another has committed.




L'AFFAIRE DREYFUS A RENNES

ENERAL MERCIER DESCENDANT DE VOITURE . L'ARRIVEE DE M. CASIMIR- PERIER A RENNES
. (Photographies snnnnr.anée- de nos envoyés spdcoiaux)

DREYFUS RECONDUIT A LA PRISON MILITAIRE APRES.L'AUDIENCE DU CONSEIL DE GUERRE
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Dreyfus et ses defenseurs




EXONERATION
The Triumph of Truth: Honor Regained

In 1901, the struggle continued with publication of Zola’s Truth on the March, Joseph Reinach’s first
volume of his History of the Dreyfus Affair, and Dreyfus’ own account, Five Years of My Life.

In 1903, Jean Jaures, a representative in the French Parliament, appealed in the Chamber of Deputies
against the baseless charges and false evidence used in the condemnation at Rennes. At the War Office, Minister
of War, General André discovered further evidence of Dreyfus” innocence. Three years later the United Courts
of Appeal, the highest legal body in France, declared the judgement of the court-martial of Rennes null and
void.

g lfred Dreyfus and committed Dreyfusards remained steadfast in their resolve to establish his innocence.

“Nothing which might support the accusation against Dreyfus remains standing.”

The decision was ordered to be announced in the Journal officiel and fifty newspapers of Dreyfus’ choice
throughout France.

By a law passed on July 13, 1906, Alfred Dreyfus was reintegrated into the Army and promoted to
Major: Georges Picquart was promoted to Brigadier General. On July 20, in a courtyard of the Ecole Militaire,
before military officials, troops, family, and friends, Alfred Dreyfus was solemnly awarded the Cross of a
Knight of the Legion of Honor by General Gillain. Dreyfus was innocent: the Truth had taken twelve years to
establish.

Sadly, two longstanding and courageous supporters did not witness the final victory. On the day of
Dreyfus’ pardon, in 1899, Senator Scheurer-Kestner died. Emile Zola too succumbed before the final triumph
of Dreyfus’ exoneration. Zola’s funeral in October 1902 was a day of national mourning. A procession through
Paris, over twenty thousand strong, ascended to the cemetery in Montmartre. Crowds of mourners filed past
the author’s grave, casting flowers. Among the speakers at the tomb the celebrated writer, Anatole France
pronounced a eulogy which memorialized the civic significance of Zola’s involvement in the Affair.

Envy him! He has honored his country and the world . . .

He was a moment in the conscience of humanity!

At the outbreak of war, in August 1914, Dreyfus volunteered for active service. He fought in the
heavy engagements at the Front as did his son, Pierre. In September 1918, Alfred Dreyfus was promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel.

To his death in 1935, Alfred Dreyfus remained without any trace of bitterness for his ordeal as the heroic martyr
of the Affair. In 1907, the year following his exoneration he confided to his journal the facts of his case and its
broader ramifications

1 consoled myself . . . in reflecting on my trials . . . that the iniquity I had so
prodigiously suffered might serve the cause of humanity . . . and aid in the
development of sentiments of social solidarity

Alfred Dreyfus
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The Legacy:

Across the Years, From Then to Now

case has ever excited such universal and profound interest
throughout the civilized world. Every government, every
military officer, every judge . . . in every country has followed

with intense interest . . . every stage of this trial.
James B. Eustis, American Ambassador to France [1899]
quoted by Egal Feldman in 7he Dreyfus Affair and the American Conscience [1981]

Religious intolerance was used as fuel to sustain false accusations. Modern racial hatred was spawned
during the Dreyfus Affair—a problem that clearly remains of major significance today, given the
widespread existence of prejudice, hate crimes, and “ethnic cleansing.”

In France, at the turn of the last century, deep-rooted passions and blind beliefs were unharnessed.

In 1994, the Director of the Historical Section of the French Army, General Mourrut, was unequivocal
regarding both the innocence of Dreyfus and the import of the issues raised by the Dreyfus Affair--the
Affair offers a mirror of the worst and the best of a society, at a particular historical moment, but more, the
questions raised speak also to our time. Indeed, the lights and shadows cast by the Affair have continued to
the present.

In 1998, during the centenary of J’Accuse, President of France, Jacques Chirac reiterated the need to
remember the Affair in an open letter to the Dreyfus and Zola families

Indignant in the face of injustice which had struck Captain Dreyfus, whose sole crime was to be a
Jew, Emile Zola launched a cry in his famous “/’Accuse.” . . . On that day, Emile Zola addressed
himself to the President of the Republic . . . Today I would like to say to the families of Dreyfus and
Zola how grateful France is that their ancestors, with admirable courage, knew the value of liberty,
dignity, and justice. . . . Never forget their magisterial lessons of love and unity that speak to us across
the years . . . .

The present exhibition has been mounted in the belief that the Dreyfus Affair is not an isolated event. There
is the historical episode of the miscarriage of justice and the ultimate triumph of truth. There also remain,

in the Affair, issues of continuing significance: the social role of artists and intellectuals; the intrusion of the
media in the modern world; and the need for a critical awareness of all forms of intolerance. In the interests
of the preservation and expansion of our highest ideals of democracy and freedom, it is vital that we, the
public, whether engaged in civilian, professional, or military life, remain alert to issues of social injustice, both
at home and in the international sectors.
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