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A suitable thesis proposal will consist of a 5-8 page description of your topic that outlines the basic questions and issues to be explored in the thesis; the prospective primary and secondary sources to be used; the methodological or interpretive approach and the rationale for it; and the larger historiographical significance of the project.  It should include the following elements:

1. An introductory section summarizing clearly and concisely the historical problem(s) to be explored.
2. A section outlining the background to the topic. Consider the following questions:

i. Why is this problem or question important?

ii. Who else has worked on this or similar issues, and how did they go about it?

iii. What were the conclusions of previous research?

3. A section detailing the focus of your research.  Consider the following questions:

i. How will you limit the study?  What can you reasonably accomplish in the time allotted with the materials available? 
ii. What underlying assumptions guide your approach to the issue?  Why are these best?
iii. What primary sources are available to support your research?  If possible, give examples of specific documents or collections that you plan to use.
4. A detailed schedule for researching and completing the thesis.

5. A working bibliography, preferably annotated.
Format:

· Adhere to the requirements of The Chicago Manual of Style. Use footnotes.

· Body text is to be double-spaced, 12-point font (Arial, Times New Roman, or Calibri). Footnotes are to be single-spaced in the same font as the body text.

· Use page numbers (lower right corner).

· Attach a cover sheet following the model on the next page. Font should be the same as the body text.
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