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‘At the Naval Academy life is centered on classes,” said Vallejos. ‘“At the National Defense Academy

classes take up a large amount of the day, however there is not as much emphasis put on them. Classes
are easily canceled for military or physical training.”

Japanese classes are almost all entirely lecture based. There is little student and professor interaction,
even in the smaller-sized classes. Students are evaluated through infrequent tests and written papers.
There is little homework, graded class work or quiz grades to balance out the final grade. Sleeping in
class is also more acceptable in Japanese classes.

““While this varied from teacher to teacher, on the whole there was significantly more sleeping allowed
in our classes at the National Defense Academy then at the Naval Academy,” said Murphy.

At the National Defense Academy there is also no formal honorcharacter development program. The
Naval Academy has classes on ethics, professional quizzes on the honor concept and other various
formalized steps in developing the character of midshipmen, but the mids did not see this in Japan.

““Character development is much more emphasized in Japanese cultural expectations and in Japanese
children’s upbringing,” said Vallejos. ‘*Being honorable and truthful is expected of all Japanese
citizens. No one group is expected to have better character than the other.”

The midshipmen found that the Japanese cadets’ lives were much more regulated than American
midshipmen’s lives.

““While this might give the Japanese cadets more discipline, we also felt like it made them more reliant
on their superior’s guidance for decision-making,” said Murphy.

Despite these differences, the midshipmen agreed that the principles behind both academies were the
same, and found their semester experience in Japan very valuable.

‘‘Being at the National Defense Academy gave the three of us a great insight into Japanese culture and
the culture of Japan’s National Self Defense Force,” said Gallagher.
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