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Lima, Peru Area Council Meeting of the Andes Area, 1980
Brothers and sisters, I pray for the Spirit of the Lord to convey to you, by the Holy Ghost, that which I will teach this morning. This is the first time I have ever read a talk in any meeting in my memory other than General Conference.

I have a desire to express myself once again concerning faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Many of you have heard parts of the four lengthy talks that I have given on faith in the last four years. This talk is an attempt to summarize all of that material and place it into one address.

Attached is a handout that was given to you two years ago as an outline on three of those four talks which may be of help to you in teaching your leaders, missionaries, and employees. In that outline, please pay particular attention to the process described for exercising your faith as recorded in Alma Chapter 32. You would do well as you study this material to re-read very carefully with that outline all of Alma Chapter 32.

Intermingled in that which I will teach today are doctrine and personal experiences. Please listen very carefully to the doctrine or the personal experiences will not have as significant a meaning as they should have. Please excuse the extremely personal nature of some of the examples, but they do convey what I desire to teach today.

Someone said long ago that when great events occur, there are three types of persons manifested:

1. The individual who doesn't realize that anything great is happening;

2. The individual who realizes something is going on but doesn't know what it is; and

3. The man behind the scenes making it all happen.

I would like to talk to you today in this Area Council concerning how to make things happen. You will remember that in the last two talks given to you, I centered first on keeping your own person one hundred percent in order with the Lord so that you might receive revelation. One other-hour was centered on how to maintain in a priority position your responsibilities with respect to your wife and family. Today I want to center on another basic principle of the Gospel--how you make things happen through faith on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Some men are so busy doing everything they have no time to do it the Lord's way.  Some are more concerned with programs than with priesthood. Some are more concerned with organizations than their ordination.  Some with facts and...and not. Some rely on their administrative abilities and human relation techniques and not on their faith.
What is faith? What does the word convey? The following are thirteen descriptive statements concerning faith:

Faith makes men sure and steadfast.

After the trial of your faith comes the witness. Faith is evidence of things not seen.

Faith is related to hope.

Faith is not a perfect knowledge.

Faith is related to belief.

Faith is not associated with doubt and fear.

Faith is the substance of things hoped for.

Faith is not physical exertion. It is utilizing words. Faith does not come by signs.

Faith is a principle of action in all intelligent beings. Faith is maintained by personal righteousness. Faith is power.

The Prophet Joseph Smith gave the following definition of faith:

"Had it not been for the principle of faith the worlds would have never been framed, neither would man have been formed of the dust. It is the principle by which Jehovah works, and through which he exercises power over all temporal as well as eternal things. Take this principle or attribute, for it is an attribute from the Deity, and he would cease to exist.  Faith,  is the first great governing principle which has power, dominion, and authority over all things: by it they exist, by it they are upheld; by it they are changed; or by it they remain, agreeable to the will of God. Without it there is no power, and without power there could be no creation or existence." (Lectures on Faith, No. I, p. 9-10, emphasis added.)

The simplest definition I know is the quote, “Faith is power.”

“And it came to pass that they were angry with him, even because he had greater power than they. For it were not possible that they could disbelieve his words, for so great was his faith on the Lord Jesus Christ...” (3 Nephi 7:18, emphasis added).
“…when they taught, they taught with power and authority of God" (Alma 17:3, emphasis added.

Are you teaching your priesthood leaders, your missionaries, and your employees to have sufficient faith that the people cannot disbelieve their words? Do you have sufficient faith that you can prevail over people, things, and situations by exercising your faith?

Are you teaching examples of faith continually from the scriptures from prophets like Abraham, Joshua, Elijah, Elisha? Are you teaching how Alma prevailed over Korihor by his faith? If the answer is no, well might the Lord say to us:

“How long will you kick against the pricks? How long will you go along your own way?”

How does one exercise faith in the Lord?  Perhaps the following personal experience contains some of the essential elements.
In February of 1977, Elder James E. Faust, who was my Area Supervisor, came to Montevideo, Uruguay. While he was there, he received a call from President Spencer W. Kimball indicating that he and President Marion G. Romney would attend the ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone for the Sao Paulo Temple. Elder Faust was very enthused about it, and we were also, even though we could not attend. We were excited for the saints in Brazil.

At that point in time, the Uruguay/Paraguay Mission (of which I was president) and two stakes had gathered about 55% of their commitment towards the temple fund. The saints had spent a year and a half arriving at that point. Elder Faust, in the presence of my two counselors in the mission presidency, said to me casually but full of faith, “You know, it would really be a good thing if, on March 8, you could call Sao Paulo and tell President Kimball that all of the temple funds committed in your mission were gathered.” He didn't tell me to do it--he didn't even ask me to do it. It was a suggestion, but to me, a suggestion from a General Authority was a commandment.

I remember that the first thought which came to my mind was the practicality of the situation. I knew where we were and how many thousands of dollars we were lacking.  I also knew that the Uruguayan saints had little money. I remember thinking, “Do you know what you are doing? You are talking about gathering all that money in three and a half weeks.” And then very quickly came the Spirit to my mind dominating the situation, and I said, “Elder Faust, we will do it.” I asked my counselors if they were in agreement, and they were.

Elder Faust left Montevideo a very happy man that day, but we were left with other emotions. He felt pleased. We felt a big burden. What were we going to do? We immediately knelt in prayer in my office. We talked of a plan. We determined among us that that was the will of the Lord and that we would accept it as such. He didn't tell us how to do it and we didn't ask--we just believed. I knew that first of all we had to be totally committed. I had given money to the fund previously and my counselors had done so on two different occasions I said to them in the privacy of that meeting, with just the three of us, “Brethren, do you really believe that we can do this in three weeks? Let's be frank – do you really believe?” These were both good men and they felt the Spirit and said, “We believe.”

In order to act in faith, I gave them each a piece of paper and told them to write on the paper how much they believed, in dollars. Those good brethren each wrote down a figure. That was a real sacrifice for them--particularly to have to contribute again. The amounts were not great, but the personal sacrifice was.

I knew that if those brethren and I were in tune spiritually as a presidency, things would be caused to happen. After that commitment had been made, I then read to them from the 1ectures on Faith concerning sacrificing all you have and are and putting it all on the altar of God, and said, “Brethren, do you believe with all of your heart, and are you willing to give all that you have and are to fulfill that goal?” They both said that they did and were.

I then committed them to this extent spiritually (knowing it would not work unless it were done purely by the Spirit): “Brethren, I would like each one of us to commit, if you are willing, that one way or another, on March 8 the money will be paid even if it so be that the three of us pay it all.” Now the stakes were really high. They couldn't fulfill that commitment unless they sold every earthly possession that they had, and even then I am not sure that we would have reached it. But I wanted to know how deep their faith ran. Both of these men of faith, without hesitation, said, “We commit to you, President Cook, and to the Lord, that the money will be paid. We have faith in the saints that they will pay it, but if they don't, we will.”

My counselors then left to do the work. The spiritual battle was won. The spiritual creation in our minds and hearts was completely finished with the finest of workmanship, even with finishing touches. For all intents and purposes, even the temporal task was done-owe only lacked the minor detail, yes, minor detail, of gathering the funds. As they visited district and branch presidents, could they testify of faith in the Lord? Sacrifice? Commitment? Yes,

they could testify from the depths of their souls that this spiritual challenge was real. They. did visit and in about two weeks, we had in our hands--after they had struggled previously for a year and a half--every single dollar and more.

The next day, I took the two stake presidencies in Montevideo through the same process.

The Lord provided the words.

As the money, rings, watches, and even gold from the saints' teeth began to pour in, my counselors and the two stake presidencies were overjoyed with the faithful I response from all of the saints, missionaries, and leaders. I am sure that this experience in the lives of the saints prepared them spiritually to exercise faith, baptize hundreds, activate nearly two thousand people, and finally participate in the organization of four Uruguayan stakes on one weekend.

I guess the conclusion of this matter rests with men of faith looking for like experiences that will cause them and their people to risk much, walk to the edge of the light, and exercise their faith in nearly impossible tasks. My testimony is that God is faithful and able to perform that which He has promised.

I would like to now refer to six specific suggestions that may be of assistance to you in exercising your faith. You may wish to relate them back to the example just given above.

1. Be believing with desire single to the glory of God. Be believing. How I love these simple but sacred words uttered by Nephi.

“…I, Nephi, being exceedingly young… did cry unto the Lord; and behold he did visit me, and did soften my heart that I did believe all the words which had been Spoken by my father: wherefore, I did not rebel against him like unto my brothers” (1 Nephi 2:16, emphasis added).
Are you believing? Are you able to exercise faith in the words of a priesthood leader with little or no tangible evidence? Remember, unbelief destroys faith. We learn this about Laman and Lemuel:

“…Laman was angry with me, and also with my father; and also was Lemuel, for he hearkened unto the words of Laman” (1 Nephi 3:28, emphasis added).

Some men are confused and deceived and follow strange voices, like Lemuel, and believe in unworthy men or untrue principles. Nephi later taught his brethren:

“…[H]e hath spoken unto you in a still small voice, but ye were past feeling, that ye could not feel his words…” (1 Nephi 17:45).

You may want to consider how much evidence you require before you are able to act in faith. Do you believe my words or only your works? Are you capable of believing inspired words or do you have to go through the actual process yourself before you're able to believe.
You will receive spiritual evidence as you go forth believing, but it is whether you require it in the beginning or not that makes the difference in your faith.

Does one need a sign--then he will believe? No, you exercise your faith and signs will follow those that believe. That is the true principle.

Center your whole heart and all of your concentration on the Lord and the issue in which you are exercising your faith. Listen to the words of Orson Pratt:

“It (meaning the mind) is the agent of the Almighty, clothed with mortal tabernacles and we must learn to discipline it, bring it to bear on one point and not allow the devil to interfere or confuse it nor divert it from the great object that we have in view.”

“1f a person trains his mind to walk in the spirit and brings his whole mind to bear upon its operations and upon the principles of faith, which are calculated to put him in possession of the power of God,how much greater will be his faculties for attaining knowledge.” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 7, pp. 155, 156, emphasis added.)

Brigham Young said:

“The greatest mystery a man can ever learn, is to know how to control the human mind, and bring every faculty and power of the same in subjection to Jesus Christ; this is the greatest mystery we have to learn while in these tabernacles of clay.” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. I, p. 46, emphasis added.)

Orson Hyde said:

“If we could control our minds, we could control our children, our families, and the Kingdom of God, and see that everything went right, and with much more ease than we can now." (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 7, p. 153.)

Perhaps one day the Lord will say to us what He did to Alma:

"Blessed art thou, Alma, and blessed are they who were baptized in the waters of Mormon. Thou art blessed because of thy exceeding faith in the words alone of my servant Abinadi. And blessed are they because of their exceeding faith in the words alone which thou hast spoken unto them." (Mosiah 26:15-16, emphasis added.)

With all your heart brethren--believe.
2. Commit and discipline yourself totally in word and deed. For many men, it is harder to make that kind of commitment than to actually fulfill what the commitment requires.

Many men go through life allowing life to serve up the menu. They seem to be subject to every wind of doctrine and mood of the world. They seem to go forth lost in the world with only a vague idea of what they would have from life.

Some men decide what they want, commit themselves to obtain it, and in righteousness exercise their faith until they obtain. They keep spiritual priorities ever present in their mind and heart until they have reached that which they righteously desired. Nephi's sacred commitment greatly moves me:

“As the Lord liveth, and as we live, we will not go down unto our father in the wilderness until we have accomplished the thing which the Lord hath commanded us" (1 Nephi 3:15, emphasis added).

A leader or missionary says, "We will not conclude this issue until we have fulfilled our part.  We will pay whatever price the Lord requires until we obtain it."

When you hear those words, you will then know he has the spirit I am trying to describe--the man who knows how to commit to himself and to the Lord.

"If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth" (Number 30:2).

Moses also taught:

"When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the Lord thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee" (Deuteronomy 23:21).

We find in Ecclesiastes the following:

"When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Bttler is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.” (Ecclesiastes 5:4-5).

Some men are anxious to commit but are worried about their ability to do that which they have committed to do. The Spirit of Christ is in all men, and the Lord holds all elements in His hand, including you and your problems and difficulties of the moment.

Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is fully sustaining. Man can pay the price by disciplining himself and causing things to happen. President David O. McKay once said:

“The first and best victory is to conquer self. To be conquered by self, Is of all things, the most shameful and vile. One secret act of self-denial, one sacrifice of inclination to do is worth all of the good thoughts, warm feelings, and passionate prayers in which idle men indulge themselves.”
Hold your word as sacred. Be truly committed and you will see the hand of the Lord revealed in your behalf.

Let me tell you of a young man I knew when I was a mission president. He was a missionary full of faith. He was Uruguayan. He had been in the mission about three or four months when I arrived as the mission president. I noticed that wherever he served, people seemed to be baptized. In the beginning, I thought it was his senior companion because he seemed too young, too new, to be the cause. That was my mistake. He knew how to make things happen.

He was called as a senior companion and a district leader. I sent him into a city that had gained a reputation of being a tough, “no results” type city. Missionaries had not baptized anyone there for nearly a year--not one person! The members were discouraged. Only 10 to 12 members were attending the branch.

I didn't tell this elder anything. I just notified him of the transfer. It only took him three weeks and he and his companion began baptizing. He served there about 10 weeks. All of his district also started baptizing which was most pleasing to them.

It is great to have a missionary that can baptize, but if he can teach others how to do it, his leadership is of great worth. This missionary never wrote me much in his weekly reports. He would only write, “Dear President, I sure love you. Things are going great. Sincerely,” or “The Lord is blessing us greatly. I love the work.  Your brother.”

He was called to serve as a zone leader and sent to supervise the whole upper area of the mission where there were some very challenging cities. As a new challenge, he would have to teach the missionaries to do what he was doing through district leaders. He served there two or three months and was responsible for scores of baptisms and literally changed the spirit of the whole zone and many member leaders as well as missionaries. They very frankly wrought a spiritual miracle.

Then came a spiritual struggle for me--a restless feeling about him. The impression was that he should be sent to Paraguay! The work was very slow in Paraguay--an average of only 20 to 25 baptisms a month in the whole country. I wrestled with that and thought, “He has really proven himself here, but to put him in Paraguay might drag him down like it has many of the others. He may have a hard time sustaining his faith.”  I had to struggle with my faith to convince myself that he really ought to go, but the promptings were obeyed.

He was sent a telegram transferring him to Asuncion, Paraguay, as a zone leader and told that he should leave the next day. When he came in to Montevideo, he didn't even come to see me. He was modest and always a little embarrassed and seemed to avoid “the President.”

He departed from the mission home, but he left a letter which was the first one that I had ever received from him. It said, in effect, “Dear President Cook, I received a telegram today telling me to go to Paraguay, and 1 thought you ought to know a few things: 1) You can't baptize in Paraguay.  I have had at least 10 or 15 elders tell me of their experiences there; 2) The members are not helping at all; 3) There are great morality problems among the people; 4) The people live together unmarried; 5) ..., etc.” And he went through and listed 10 to 12 of some of the most negative things that 1 have ever heard in my life. 1 thought to myself, “Oh no, unbelieving people have gotten to him.” But as he finished the list, he said, “I just wanted you to know, President, that I don't believe any of those ideas.”

Talk about faith! Then he said, “I want you to know that on Christmas Day [and I was reading this letter on December 1] we are going to baptize 25 people.” When I read that, I prayed for him and thought, “The Lord bless you, Elder. You have a tremendous amount of faith, and the Lord will sustain you. You don't know the country. You haven't ever been there. You don't know where you are going to live. You don't know your companion, the leaders, the members. You don't know anything. and yet you are telling me that you are going to baptize 25 people in 25 days.”

Well, this young man was full of faith and a real example of a great Latin leader. On December 25, he and his companion baptized 18 people. They hadn't reached the 25--only 18--which was just about all that the whole country baptized in a normal month. It was a great privilege two weeks later, when 1 was in Paraguay, to participate in a baptismal service where he and his companion baptized 11 more. His district in total baptized about thirty that day.

Can you see how one righteous man can turn around a whole outfit? You never forget that. Whether it be a General Authority, like President Kimball, who turns around the whole world and sets us on a different course, or a mission president, a good district leader, or even a good junior companion--he can literally turn around a whole group of individuals if he is full of faith in the Lord.  “…[A]ll things are possible to him that believeth” (Mark 9:23, emphasis added).

3. Do all in your power to fulfill your part.  Men falter and expect the Lord to do more than His part. It is evident in all of scripture that unless man does do all in his power, the arm of the Lord will not be revealed in his behalf. After a man truly has sacrificed and done all in his power, God will come and save him in his time of need. As James taught us:

“By works was faith made perfect” (James 2:22).

Man must search to not only pay the price the Lord requires but to understand in what currency it will be required. Many times it helps to have the attitude:

"What price is attached to this blessing? How much must I pay, and in what currency?"

The sacrifice most often required by the Lord is one's own personal sins. He desires you to sacrifice those to Him and obtain the broken heart and contrite spirit which He requires of all men.

Joseph Smith said:

“And it is through the medium of sacrifice of all earthly things that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God…the knowledge that men have that they are accepted in the sight of God, is obtained by offering sacrifice …Those, then, who made the sacrifice will have a testimony that their course is pleasing in the sight of God; and those who have this testimony will have faith to lay hold on eternal life, and will be enabled, through faith, to endure unto the end, and receive the crown that is laid up for them that love the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Lectures on Faith, No.6, pp. 58-59, emphasis added.)

Do all in your power to do your part.

4. Pray as if all depended upon the Lord. Will not the Lord honor the sacrifice of His servants who have sacrificed as much as many of you have if you will now ask it of Him?

Sometimes men arrive at this point and do not actually come to ask the Lord for the gift of faith or for power in the priesthood. The Lord taught:

“Ask and ye shall receive; knock.and it shall be opened unto you” (D&C 4:7, emphasis added).

The initiative rests with the man. The Lord said:

“…[I]t should be granted unto them according to their faith in their prayers” (D&C 10:47, emphasis added).
“And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith” (D&C 42:14, emphasis added).

“[Y]ou have supposed that I would give it unto you, when you took no thought save it was to ask me” (D&C 9:7, emphasis added).
If a man exercises great faith in his prayers and fasts as needed, his loving, all-knowing Father will provide him with that which he righteously desires. 

5. Prepare for constant and intense trials of your faith. Tribulation is a refiner of faith.

“For after much tribulation come the blessings…” (D&C 58:4).

The Lord will never tempt a man, but He will try him. Tribulations and problems are what this earthly school is made of life is all upstream--al1 uphill. You may, many times, desire to remove yourself from the swift current to rest a while, but you must go on. Some men are on plateaus and need to be on their way.

Resistance and difficulties that many of us resist are the very elements which refine us and make godly men. The Lord will try you in every attribute possessed by man and at all stages :of development in your life. He win try you again and again and again until you know that you are able to and win serve Him at all costs. How comforting the words of Moroni:

“…I would show unto the world that faith is things which are hoped for and not seen; wherefore, dispute not because ye see not, for ye receive no witness until after the trial of your faith” (Ether 12:6, emphasis added).

6. Expect the Lord to perform according to His holy will and your faith. The Lord will perform. The Lord's arm will be revealed. He will lake care of His saints. He has great desire to see His leaders cause other people to learn how to exercise faith by the example of His own leaders.

The Lord will honor what His servants promise. A servant of the Lord can bind his master by his faith.

One time, Heber C. Kimball of the First Presidency made a prophecy to a poor man something like this, “I prophesy to you that in six months you will have three cows and three horses.” Six months later, the man came to him and said, “The time of your prophecy has passed. Today your prophecy is to be fulfilled, and I don't have three horses and three cows. I only have three horses and two cows.” Then Heber C. Kimball said, “It's a poor prophet who can't fulfill his own prophecy. Take one of mine.” Do you see what he did? The Lord will allow us to promise in His name according to our faith.

Some time ago I was the conference visitor to a stake in the northern part of this area. The stake president approached me and said, “Elder Cook, as you know, this stake is quite new. The stake patriarch has been invited by the Church to go to Salt Lake City to conference in 30 days and while there receive his endowments. However, he wants his wife to go with him to be sealed, but he doesn't have any money. It will cost about $700. Does the Church have any funds to help so he can take his wife along?”

Well, you brethren know that the Church doesn't provide funds for those purposes. What could be done? I said, “No, the Church doesn't pay for his wife to go.” He looked discouraged, his countenance dropped, and I remember responding, “Now, President, if you will exercise your faith and have your patriarch and his wife do the same, he will go to conference, and she will go with him. In fact, I promise you in the name of the Lord, if you will exercise your faith one hundred percent, she will go. I promise in the name of the Lord that the money will come forth and she will go.
As soon as I said that, the thought came into my mind, “Elder Cook, you are mighty free with my money. How come you are committing $700 of my money?” That was the gist of the message. Quickly I said to the stake president (who didn't know, of course, what was going on in my mind), “President, what I have told you is true. If by some chance you reach September 23rd, and you don't have the money, telephone me collect, because she is going.” What I was really saying was-without his knowing it--that Elder and Sister Cook would pay the $700 if the Lord didn't. I didn't have $700 to spare. It would be difficult, but I would do it. It was as if the Lord said, “How much do you believe, Elder Cook?” And I responded, “I personally believe S700 worth that the money will be forthcoming.” I suppose I didn't absolutely know what would happen. But I believed, and in my heart I knew she was going to conference.

Shortly before the 30 days had expired, a man came forth, knowing nothing as far as I know, of the experience I have just described. He paid all of the money needed. It was a great thing to see that stake patriarch and his wife in Salt Lake City partaking of that great blessing of being sealed in the temple. This experience blessed all who believe that “…whether by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same” (D&C 1:38).
​

The Lord desires you to be a man who causes things to happen. He desires you to draw upon the all-powerful arm of God and the power which resides in you to do things in God’s own way. He desires you not to be deeply involved or absorbed by temporal, superficial, or secondary things. These things must be dealt with but even they must be done spiritually.

To cause your faith to grow, you may wish to measure your faith by the number of your pre-determined righteous desires that are fulfilled. However, you must always remember that when you exercise your faith in something that does not occur the way you desired it to, your only object in view must then be to redouble your faith the next time.

Prayers on the surface that appear not to be answered are the very times when some of the greatest prayers have been answered.  One must double his faith in these apparent trials lest he lose it.

Be sure and receive whatever the Lord gives to you with a thankful heart. Alma said:

“There are some among you who would humble themselves, let them be in whatsoever circumstances they might” (Alma 32:25).

The same could be said of those who have a thankful heart. “There are some among you who would have a thankful heart, let them be in whatsoever circumstances they might.”
Remember the heartfelt response of Job after losing an he possessed:

“…[T]he Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).

I would like to now relate one last very personal experience in faith that demonstrates perhaps these six suggestions I have tried to describe. This is the first time that I have ever shared the written word concerning this experience.

On July 29, 1977, Sister Cook and I had just finished visiting in the Bolivia Santa Cruz Mission and were stalled in the Cochabamba, Bolivia, airport for some five hours. I recall that we were very tired at having had few hours of sleep the night before. We were both delighted in reality to have a few hours in which we might be able to rest in the airplane. A5 I was drifting off to sleep, I had a very strong impression that I should awaken and write down some ideas. The desire to sleep was strong, but the promptings of the Spirit more powerful. I did write. In fact, I wrote for nearly three hours solving some problems organizationally that I had struggled with in my own area for a number of years previously concerning Regional Representatives and their role. I felt a great outpouring of the Spirit on that day and excitedly wrote down each inspired thought. The experience took most of the five-hour delay.

We were then off to La Paz, Bolivia. We were graciously met by President and Sister Chase Allred at the airport and driven in their van to the mission office. The mission president informed us that he needed to take care of a small item of business in the office and then we would be on our way to his home. We determined that we ought to go in with him to see the mission office. We left our luggage and briefcase in the van and Sister Allred asked an elder to keep his eye on it.

Upon entering the office, the President was confronted with a difficult case of a woman whose husband was dying, and it necessitated an interview by both of us in order to properly calm her and assist with her needs. In the meanwhile, Sisters Cook and Allred left for the mission home in another mission vehicle.

When the President and I returned to the van, I realized immediately that all of our goods were gone but assumed that Sister Cook had taken them with her to the mission home.

While we were driving towards the home, I discovered that the small right front window-wing had been damaged and began to fear that perhaps our goods had been stolen.

Upon arrival at the mission home, it was quickly determined that our luggage, briefcase, and all goods had been stolen. The loss of the clothing created an immediate but only temporary problem. What was more disheartening than all was that my scriptures were in the briefcase along. with the inspired ideas I had just received in Cochabamba. The overwhelming sensations of discouragement, anger, and inability to do anything about the situation were overpowering.

My wife and I prayed alone. We prayed with those present. We tried to enjoy our dinner but could not. Who could know of the great loss I felt. The scriptures had been given to me by my parents, a sacred inscription placed in one of them by my mother and the other by my father before he died. I had spent literally thousands of hours marking, cross-referencing, and loving every moment of it in the only earthly tangible possessions I had ever considered of much value. I had on many occasions instructed my wife that if there were a fire in the home, to be sure and remove the children, and if there were time, to take my scriptures and not worry about anything else.

The President and I had much to discuss as we were to be together only that evening. However, I felt a strong impression that we must do all in our power in order to attempt to recover the scriptures. After supper, all present knelt in a circle in prayer once again. We determined to search the immediate area near the mission office and a nearby field, hoping that the thief or thieves might have taken the saleable items and discarded the English books.

In the prayer, the pleadings were that the scriptures would be returned, that the persons who had taken them would be led to know of their unrighteous act and repent, and that the return of the books would be the means of bringing someone into the true Church.

Eight to ten of us then loaded into the van with flashlights and warm clothing and drove up to the city to the mission office to scour vacant lots across the street, adjacent streets, and alleys, to talk with guards and any other persons, etc. We exhausted all possibilities. No one had seen or heard anything. Finally we returned home dejected to only be able to pray individually and wait. President Allred and I were able to finish our business late into 'the night, and the next day, Sister Cook and I flew back to Quito, Ecuador, where we lived.

The mission elders, in the next few weeks, searched the lots again, looked in the hedges and garbage cans, and searched a nearby park. They placed a sign on a wall near where the books were stolen requesting their return and kept a watchful eye to see if the books might show up in an unexpected place near by. In sheer desperation and trying to do all in their power, the missionaries decided to place an ad in two daily newspapers offering a reward and giving explicit information concerning the books.

In Quito, Ecuador, I began a spiritual struggle that was a very difficult one for me. After nearly two or three weeks, I had not studied in the scriptures at all. I had tried on numerous occasions, but every time I read a verse, I recalled only a few of the many cross-references that had been made over twenty years. I was disheartened, depressed, and had no desire to read, I prayed many times expressing to the Lord that I had never used my scriptures for any purpose other than glorifying His name and trying to teach others the truths that He had taught me. I pleaded with the Lord many times that He would do anything that had to be done in order to have them returned. My wife and children prayed incessantly d well for the same blessing. After two or three weeks, they continued praying every day, “Heavenly Father, please bring back Daddy's scriptures.”
After about three weeks, I felt a strong spiritual impression, “Elder Cook, how long will you go on without reading and studying?” The words burned, and I determined that I must be humble enough and submissive enough to start all over again. I began reading in Genesis in the Old Testament, and with the permission 'of my wife to use her scriptures, I began to mark and cross-reference once again.

On August 18, Brother Ebbie Davis arrived in Ecuador from Bolivia and laid both sets of scriptures on my desk along with a manila folder with the papers that I had written in Cochabamba and some recently-prepared mission budgets that had also been stolen. He indicated that he had been given those items by the mission president in La Paz as he boarded the plane. He said that he did not know how the books were found but that I would be told when I arrived in La Paz in the next few days to tour the mission.

The joy I experienced in that moment and later that day is indescribable. To realize that the Lord, in some miraculous way, could lift those books out of a city like La Paz of 700,000-800,000 people from the hands of thieves and return them intact, not one page removed torn or soiled, is still beyond me. How the faith of our family and many Bolivian missionaries was rewarded! That day I promised the Lord that I would make better use of them and my time as instruments in His hands for teaching the gospel.

Sunday, August 21, 1977, I flew to Guayaquil, Ecuador, and on to La Paz, Bolivia, arriving on August 22, a Monday. Upon arrival in Bolivia I was told the following account.

A woman had been in a marketplace, one of the hundreds that there are in La Paz. She was a member of a protestant church. She indicated that she saw a drunk man waving around a black book. She had the strongest spiritual impression that something holy was being desecrated. She approached the man and asked him what it was. He did not know but showed her the book. She asked if he had anything else. He pulled out another black book. She asked if there were more. He removed a folder full of papers that he said he was going to bum. She then expressed the desire to purchase those things from him, to which he agreed, for the price of 50 pesos or $2.50 U.S.

After the purchase had been made, she felt taken back by the fact that she had purchased them. She realized they were in English-she didn't know English--and she had no desire to have any English books. It would have been like one of us paying nearly 10% of our income to buy some books in Chinese. For what purpose she knew not except the inspired feeling to buy that which was being desecrated. She immediately began a search for the church that was named in the front of the books. Fortunately, it translated from English into Spanish accurately and, after approaching a number of other churches, she finally arrived at the mission office in La paz directed under the hand of the Lord. She had been only a block away from the mission office when she was told where the office was. She had heard of neither the reward nor the ad in the newspaper. which was to appear that day. She did not ask for any money-not even to reclaim the 50 pesos that she had paid. The elders received the books and greatly rejoiced and paid her the reward anyway.

She told the missionaries she was associated with a pentecostal sect but listened very intently as they unfolded the Gospel to her. She recalled reading something about Joseph Smith from a pamphlet she had picked up in the street two or three years previously. After their first discussion with her, they reported, "She is a golden contact." After the second discussion, she committed to baptism in two weeks. Two weeks later, September 11, 1977, on a Sunday afternoon at Branch 1 in La Paz, Bolivia, Maria Cloefe Cardenas Tarrazas and her son Marco Fernando Miranda Cardenas, age 12, were baptized into the true Church of Jesus Christ by Elder Douglas Reeder.
.

Who could describe the deep, discouraging, depressing, disheartening, overpowering feelings of helplessness when the scriptures were lost? Who could describe the great feelings of joy and rejoicing to see the hand of the Lord revealed in as miraculous a way as many accounts recorded in holy writ. The Lord does hear and answer the prayers of His sons and daughters if they exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord said:

“For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.”
“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them and ye shall have them.” (Mark 11:23-24, emphasis added.)

The four experiences that have been related this morning perhaps demonstrate the spectrum on which faith and works may operate.

Some experiences are heavily weighted towards the _ of men as was exemplified by the experience in the gathering of temple funds and the missionary full of faith who baptized so many people. Faith was deeply intertwined in both of these experiences but there was also much human work to be done.

The experience with the patriarch going to Salt Lake City was one with almost no actual work being done by me. Perhaps the role played by me was nothing more than an instrument needed at that moment.
The example of the scriptures clearly demonstrates an experience where there was almost no human work done with respect to the actual results obtained. The performance was entirely in the hands of the Lord to produce the desired results.

Today is a day of miracles. We believe in miracles. The Latter-day Saints may expect miracles according to their faith.

Please study and weigh the principles in these experiences against the doctrine very carefully. Determine how you are doing in causing these kinds of faith-building experiences to occur in the lives of leaders, missionaries, and employees. Re-analyze your priorities now. Fulfill your commitments. Teach others to set and complete their goals. Have the attitude, “This is the time. It is the right place. And I am the man.” The Lord said:

“You know, brethren, that a very large ship is benefited very much by a very small helm in the time of a storm, by being kept workways with the wind and the waves.”

“Therefore, dearly beloved brethren, let us cheerfully do all things that lie in our power; and then may we stand still. with the utmost assurance. to see the salvation of God. and for his arm to be revealed”(D&C 123:16-17, emphasis added.)

In conclusion, may I emphasize that you will receive much valued instruction in this Area Council. However, do not lose yourself in the detail or trivia of the things that matter the least. You have been ordained under the hand of God. You have the keys to go forth and cause righteousness among the people. You were called by prophecy. Your ordination came by revelation under the hands of authority. The keys that you have are your authorization to take a leading part in the development of the kingdom of God on earth within your respective responsibilities.

Never set this calling aside as long as you hold it. It is with you in the morning, the afternoon, the evening. Your ordination rests squarely upon you.
“…[U]nto what were ye ordained? To preach my gospel by the Spirit, even the Comforter which was sent forth to teach the truth" (D&C 50:13-14).

Remember, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is fully sustaining. May the Lord bless each of us to understand that and to exercise our faith in the only being under heaven whereby we and sill mankind may be saved.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

