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The principles established by the Lord for proclaiming the gospel are unchanging. The policies and procedures defining the missionary proselyting effort to implement those principles have evolved over time and are found in a variety of resources. This document gathers fundamental considerations for proclaiming the gospel to the world and includes some principal scriptures relating to this work.

This document will serve as a standard for training at the area, regional, stake, mission, ward, and branch levels to be sure the purposes of the Lord in proclaiming the gospel are accomplished.

Proclaiming the Gospel. We are grateful to live in a time when the Lord is opening doors and hastening His work, making it possible as never before to fulfill His command: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16: I 5). We urge priesthood leaders, members, and missionaries to increase their efforts, working in unity and faith, so that many more of the children of our Father in Heaven will be converted, accept His Son, become members of His Church, remain steadfast in keeping His commandments, and receive all of the ordinances of the temple. We are dedicated to accomplish the great harvest of souls declared by the Lord early in this dispensation.

Doctrinal Basis. This document includes significant scriptural injunctions that provide a doctrinal foundation for proclaiming the gospel. To fortify our missionary activity and to provide a doctrinal basis that will avoid errors, we ask that the missionary efforts of priesthood leaders, members, and missionaries conform to instructions stated in these scriptures. They are to adjust current practices as necessary to ensure that proselyting activities conform to the principles outlined in these scriptures.

Missionary Program of the Church. The current missionary program of the Church, contained in the missionary discussions, the missionary training guide, and approved training materials, is consistent with the direction given by the Lord and is to be used in training priesthood leaders, members, and missionaries.

Balanced Effort. Lives will be blessed more consistently and the growth of the Church sustained more uniformly as we simultaneously emphasize conversion, retention, and activation.

Occasionally, an undue emphasis on numbers in some areas leads to practices that are inconsistent with. the teachings of the Savior regarding baptisms. Balanced emphasis on conversion, retention, and activation will avoid improper activities and will concentrate effort on ordinances and covenants with lives centered in Christ and His teachings.

To help achieve balance in conversion, retention, and activation, percentage changes will be eliminated from the comparative report of mission statistics. Area Presidencies will receive information for missions under their supervision, and each mission president in an area will receive the same information. A modified comparative report will provide information on convert baptisms, retention, and activation efforts. Area Presidencies will evall1ate mission performances against the three objectives of conversion, retention, and activation.

Proper Methods.  We reemphasize the following instructions from the letter of the First Presidency  ofAugust31,1979:

"Following are the requirements that investigators should meet to qualify for baptism:

All those who humble themselves before God, and desire to be baptized, and come forth with broken hearts and contrite spirits, and witness before the church that they have truly repented of their sins, and are willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end, and truly manifest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their sins, shall b_ received by baptism into his church.' (O&C 20:37.)

Also as part of the preparation for baptism, investigators should​

1. Be taught all of the standard missionary discussions before baptism and have come to a knowledge of the Savior.

2. Have attended regular Sunday Church meetings (such as sacrament meeting) and should feel a unity and oneness with church members; and have been introduced to the bishop or branch president.

3. Repent, and thereafter love and serve God with al! their hearts, and commit to keeping His commandments."

The focus must be to provide for each person who can be encouraged to listen the opportunity to understand and live basic gospel principles so each one, using moral agency, can choose to exercise faith, repent. take upon himself the name of Jesus Christ, and join His Church.

In their personal preparation, missionaries should concentrate on their spiritual development as well as their proselyting skills.

Enduring Conversion. Individuals must satisfy two aspects of conversion: (I) acquire a testimony of a core of new truths and (2) make the social transition to new friends and patterns of life. Individuals are best converted when they are supported in love before and after baptism by the united efforts of members and missionaries under the careful supervision of caring leaders. The time required depends on the background and preparation of the individual, the availability of family support. and the capacity of local priesthood leaders and members to nurture newly baptized converts. Circumstances in some areas of the world, such as non​Christian cultures or central urban areas, dictate the need for special additional attention to ensure that converts are prepared to understand and live the commitments inherent in Church membership.

We must ensure that all who are converted acquire, before baptism, a sufficient foundation of faith, understanding, conviction, and commitment to keep themselves faithful when they become members of the Church. Convincing a person that baptism in the Church has advantages is one level of proselyting, but preparing a person with the foundation that makes baptism meaningful and keeping the commandments attainable requires greater patience and effort.

The conversion process includes faith, study, prayer, and sufficient obedience to new truths for the Holy Ghost to provide a confirming witness of those truths. This growing testimony strengthens faith, generating the desire for ful! repentance and further obedience evidenced by increased righteous living.

When the scriptural requisites are met, the person can take upon himself the name of Jesus Christ and be baptized into I-lis Church. With the continuing support of members, strengthened as needed by missionaries, the new convert is nourished to grow in faith, obedience, and service until, in time, he or she receives all the remaining ordinances of salvation​

Retention and Activation. Recognizing the need some local leaders have for additional help, full​time missionaries may assist in the retention of new converts and the full activation of less-active members. For example, full-time missionaries may​

1. Help give the six discussions to new members.

2. Help complete the convert baptism checklist.

3. Teach the gospel essentials class when needed.

4. Visit less-active members to encourage their full participation.

5. Build bridges of understanding through charitable community service.

Missionaries acting in this expanded role can greatly assist priesthood leaders in building the kingdom and strengthening the members.

Full-time missionary assistance in retention and activation always must be authorized, coordinated, and controlled. under the direction of the bishop or branch president. This assistance is best coordinated in the priesthood executive committee meeting by the ward mission leader. The mission president can train missionaries in how to provide this support but it must be done through the normal priesthood line to maintain order and the traditional lines of communication. The stake president, in consultation with bishops and branch presidents. will determine the extent of full-time missionary support consistent with the missionary resources made available by the mission president.

Positive Member Influence. The personal influence of Church members is one of the most powerful factors in helping a person achieve an enduring conversion and remain active in the Church. Members should share their love and friendship with nonmembers and converts. helping them overcome social and cultural barriers and greatly increasing the likelihood of conversion and continued activity. We ask all who are in leadership positions or who are participating in missionary efforts to ensure that investigators are wholeheartedly welcomed and adequately prepared for baptism. Local leaders should give new members every opportunity for full and productive service and activity in the Church.

Missionary Service. We call upon priesthood leaders, stake missionaries, and full-time missionaries to work as one to help all members experience the joy of missionary service by accepting mission-ary callings, actively preparing individuals to hear the gospel, and diligently welcoming and fellow-shipping new. converts.

Scriptural Basis for Proclaiming the Gospel for Priesthood Leaders, Members, and Missionaries

The Challenge:

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He shall believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16: 15-16).

"Wherefore, seek not the things of this world but seek ye first to build up the Kingdom of God" (JST Matthew 6:33).

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1 have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world. Amen" (Matthew 28: 19-20).

"I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing…Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit;…Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain" (John 15:5-8,16).

"And it came to pass that the work of the Lord did prosper unto the baptizing and uniting to the church of God, many souls, yea, even tens of thousands" (Helaman 3:26).

"And it came to pass that thus they did go forth among all the people of Nephi, and did preach the gospel of Christ unto all people upon the face of the land; and they were converted unto the Lord, and were united unto the church of Christ" (3 Nephi 28:23).

"Behold, the field is white already to harvest; therefore, whoso desireth to reap let him thrust in his sickle with his might, and reap while the day lasts, that he may treasure up for his soul everlasting salvation in the kingdom of God" (D&C 11:3).

"For behold, the field is white already to harvest; and it is the eleventh hour, and the last time that I shall call laborers into my vineyard" (D&C 33:3).

"And again, the ciders, priests and teachers of this church shall teach the principles of my gospel, which are in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, in the which is the fullness of the gospel. And they shall observe the covenants and church articles to do them, and these shall be their teachings, as they shall be directed by the Spirit. And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith; and if ye receive not the Spirit ye shall not teach" (D&C42:12-J4).

"And also that a feast of fat things might be prepared for the poor;…Yea, a supper of the house of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all nations shall be invited. First, the rich and the learned, the wise and the noble; And after that cometh the day of my power; then shall the poor, the lame, and the blind, and the deaf, come in unto the marriage of the Lamb, and partake of the supper of the Lord, prepared for the great day to come. Behold I, the Lord, have spoken it" (D&C 58:8-12.)

Foundation for Baptism:

"And again, by way of commandment to the church concerning the manner of baptism-All those who humble themselves before God, and desire to be baptized, and come forth with broken hearts and contrite spirits, and witness before the church that they have truly repented of all their sins, and arc willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end, and truly manifest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their sins, shall be received by baptism into his church…The elders or priests arc to have a sufficient time to expound all things concerning the church of Christ to their understanding, previous to their partaking of the sacrament and being confirmed by the laying on of the hands of the elders, so that all things may be done in order…And the members shall manifest before the church, and also before the elders, by a godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it, that there may be works and faith agreeable to the holy scriptures — ​walking in holiness before the Lord" (D&C 20:37,68-69).

"Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together" (John 4:35-36).

Worthiness:

"And now behold, this is the commandment which I give unto you, that ye shall not suffer anyone

knowingly to partake of my flesh and blood unworthily, when ye shall minister it; For whoso eateth and drinketh my flesh and blood unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to his soul; therefore ifye know that a man is unworthy to eat and drink of my flesh and blood ye shall forbid him. Nevertheless, ye shall not cast him out from among you, but ye shall minister unto him and shall pray for him unto the Father, in my name; and if it so be that he repenteth and is baptized in my name, then shall ye receive him, and shall minister unto him of my flesh and blood" (3 Nephi 18:28-3).

"And now I speak concerning baptism. Behold, elders, priests, and teachers were baptized; and they were not baptized save they brought forth fruit meet that they were worthy of it. Neither did they receive any unto baptism save they came forth with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, and witnessed unto the church that they truly repented of all their sins. And none were received unto baptism save they took upon them the name of Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end. And after they had been received unto baptism, and were wrought upon and cleaned by the power of the Holy Ghost, they were numbered among the people of the church of Christ; and their names were taken, that they might be remembered and nourished by the good word of God, to keep them in the right way, to keep them continually watchful unto prayer, relying alone upon the merits of Christ, who was the author and the finisher of their faith" (Moroni 6:1-4).

"See that ye are not baptized unworthily; see that ye partake not of the sacrament of Christ unworthily; but see that ye do all things in worthiness, and do it in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God; and if ye do this, and endure to the end, ye will in no wise be cast out" (Mormon 9:29).

Counsel from the Prophet Joseph Smith counseled the elders:

"It becomes an Elder when he is traveling through the world, warning the inhabitants of the earth to gather together, that they may be built up an holy city unto the Lord, instead of com-mencing with children,…they should commence their labors with parents, or guardians; and their teachings should be such as are calculated to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers; and no influence should be used with children, contrary to the consent of their parents or guardians; but all such as can be persuaded in a lawful and righteous manner, and with common consent, we should feel it our duty to influence them to gather with the people of God. But otherwise let the responsibility rest upon the heads of parents or guardians…It should be the duty of an Elder, when he enters into a house to salute the master of that house, and if he gain his consent, then he may preach to all that are in that house" (History of the Church, 2:262-63).
