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As I look back to the time when I was a young man on my first mission to the Eastern States, I remember that one of my companions, in particular, was a very exceptional student. He came into the mission at the age of 20 with a Bachelor's Degree. He had gained that in mathematics, and perhaps because of his particular educational training, had in his mind solely that conversion to the gospel was a matter of detailed proof made possible by forceful presentation of well‑coordinated doctrinal teachings: that, by power of argument, investigators could be induced to accept baptism. I remember that everything about that concept of proselyting repelled me, because it did not seem the way the Lord wanted us to preach the gospel. He was a most wonderful companion, and is today a very successful architect.

We had many long, long discussions about this as we labored in the cities and countryside of cast Pennsylvania. While laboring in the county during the summer periods without "purse or scrip," when we were unable to find night lodging with the people, we would lie on our grass or bough beds made up in scout fashion, and talk over these two concepts of preaching the gospel. I expressed my feelings then that the way to teach the gospel was by the voice of conviction and testimony as led by the "power of the Spirit." This had been with me all my life ‑ to me there can be no other effective way to teach the gospel.

I have come to know, as years have gone by, that this is truly the fact. The more I see of people coming into the Church, and I have seen many thousands, the more I see the reality of this one thing ‑ that the Lord knows whom he wants in the Church. This, because of their characteristics and worthiness Speaking of this by revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Lord has said,

And there are none that doeth good except those who are ready to receive the fullness of my gospel, which I have sent forth unto this generation. (D&C 35: 12)

This means that only the good among mankind, where the gospel is taken, will receive the conviction of its truth when testified unto by the servants of God.

Many other declarations by the Lord and the apostles could be cited, some of which will be presented here, to indicate the fact that those who will receive the testimony of Jesus, which they must receive of their own free will or agency, here in this mortal probation, through the Holy Ghost, whose right it is to testify of Jesus, will do so in confirmation of their foreordination.

It is fundamental to recognize that every spirit born into mortality has the right to receive the gospel; this is his probationary right. But it is nevertheless unfortunately we that not all of God's children will respond to it. Our Heavenly Father, without disturbing the freedom of choice in the application of the great principle of agency, knows who will receive a conviction and testimony of the gospel plan, unto the celestial kingdom, and so, undoubtedly, does the Son.

The following scriptural accounts, in addition to the revelation already quoted will serve to imply this In answer to the query, of Pilate, the Roman Procurator, as to whether or not Jesus was a king, Jesus, asp he stood before him accused of the Jews, gave this answer,

To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness of the truth. Everyone that is of the truth heareth my voice. (John 18.37)

Upon another occasion Jesus said,

Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

But, he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him for they know his voice.

And a stranger they will not follow but will flee from him; for they know not the voice of strangers. (John 10:1‑5)

Another incident of significant interest as to those whom the Lord has chosen to receive a conviction of the truth, concerns the missionary journeys and preaching of the gospel by the Apostle Paul. After delivering a sermon on Mars' Hill about the true and living God to the Athenian philosophers, (see Acts 17th chapter) and though they requested to hear him again, he departed thereafter for Corinth. Here, the apostle had many remarkable experiences in the midst of which the Lord spike unto him concerning the people he had in the city who would receive the gospel.

Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision. Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace;

For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee, for I have much people in this city. (Acts 18: 9‑10)

Thereafter, Paul spent eighteen months in Corinth teaching and testifying of the gospel to find those whom the Lord had referred to.

In writing to the Ephesian saints, Paul spoke clearly of this important understanding of gospel reception. He tells of those who are to receive the gospel in mortality as having been selected in the preexistence by the Lord himself and are therefore fore‑ordained unto it.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.

Having predestinated ‑ (fore‑ordained: the German Bible, which the Prophet Joseph Smith said was more correct than any, uses the word fore‑ordained) ‑ us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself according to the good pleasure of his will. (Ephesians 1:3‑5)

In the same epistle Paul continues,

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on the earth; even in him:

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will. (Ibid., 1:10-11)

Thus the Lord has invited the missionary to assist him in his work, to proclaim the gospel unto the ends of the earth in search of those who will receive it. In harmony with the Spirit the missionary will be led to these choice people who will respond as the missionary testifies of the truth.

Each year there are many converts who come into the Church largely without the aid of the missionaries, for they have responded to the direct whisperings of the Holy Ghost. While others may have arranged the baptism details, they actually were responsible for their own conversion.

The Gift of Talent of the Missionary

One of the most important things for a missionary to remember is that teaching by the Spirit magnifies the special talent that has been conferred. That talent is to testify by the spirit,

I firmly believe that missionaries should seek converts in this way. Some adopt the catchword of, "teaching by the spirit," but do not fully realize what it means, nor do they follow what it implies in their proselyting pursuits. When we teach by our knowledge of the doctrines only, this is often very confusing to the investigator. The Apostle Paul makes known in this declaration unto the Corinthians how the power of the Spirit brings a conviction of the things of God:

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love hear. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God...we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God; Which things also we speak not in the words which men's wisdom teacheth but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. (1 Cor. 2:9‑13)

Then the Apostle John teaches this same principle in another way:

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it have taught you, ye shall abide in him (1 John 2: 27)

In the spirit of these thoughts, I once prepared a bulletin which was sent to each missionary in Europe. The essential elements of this bulletin arc presented here.

A Challenging and Testifying Missionary

In the ranks of the modern day, heralds of gospel truth will be found in the "Challenging and Testifying Missionary."  

This type of missionary is responsible for leading most of the converts into the Church and is one of true valiance, having learned by courageous application that "Challenge and Testimony," more than anything else, lead people to baptism.

In the heart and mind of this modern messenger of truth, there surges an impulse, born of true conviction, even as the disciples of Christ's day, and the courageous early elders in our own dispensation like them he is unafraid in testifying and challenging ‑ "yea, at the drop of a hat," ‑ so to speak, meaning at any slightest opportunity ‑ at any sign of reaction or response to our Gospel Message on the part of investigators whom he seeks with the persistence of a hunter.

Yes ‑ the "Challenging and Testifying" missionary is the one the Lord wants to proclaim His gospel. He knows that the time is short not a single day ‑ not a single hour can be wasted.  His morning prayer is:

"Father, lead me this day to a family that I can fulfill my purpose – I will testify unto them by the power without hesitancy or fear ‑ and will lead then by the power of the Spirit to baptism into thy kingdom.... "

His Code
He sets out at the beginning of each day, firmly resolved that before he seeks rest from his labors of the day, that someone will hear and feel the influence of his "Challenge for Baptism."

He knows that without the "Power of the Spirit" he is nothing so far as leading souls into baptism.

The "Challenging and Testifying Missionary" has learned one thing above all else, that of the power of testimony and of how it awakens interest in the hearts of good people.

He has learned that his talent as a missionary is to "Testify and challenge" upon every occasion ‑ time after time as he goes through the labors of each day, this gift, bestowed upon him, must be used lest lie will lose it, as spoken of in a revelation from the Lord to the Prophet Joseph Smith.

"But with some I am not well pleased, " said the Lord, "For they will not open their mouths, but they hide their talent, " ‑ (which talents?)  - “which I have given unto them, because of the fear of man.  Wo unto such, for mine anger is kindled against them.

"And it shall come to pass, if they are not more faithful unto me, it shall be taken away, even that which they have.

"For I, the Lord, rule in the heavens above, and among the armies of the earth; and in the day when I shall make up my jewels, all men shall know what it is that bespeaketh the power of God " (D&C 60:4)

The reproof, if reproof there is to be, is not against the missionary for any failure in simply teaching the gospel, but for the failure to testify concerning it.

A Challenge to Every Missionary

“Now to every missionary, those now laboring in the field, and those awaiting call, what are you going to do? ‑ What will you do? ‑The Lord needs 'The Challenging and Testifying Missionary.' Be one, from this moment on ‑ this is the challenge to you!"

I don't know of any, message for missionary work that is more far‑reaching than that. Concentrate on this concept. It is that element of teaching the gospel that is a basic requirement leading others to conversion. Missionaries sometimes find it difficult to get a complete understanding of this. It is often thought that if the missionary learns the language and doctrinal lessons, or just the lessons where a foreign language is not involved, this constitutes the preparation to teach the gospel. This is a serious mistake.

Were I a young missionary again, I would challenge almost everyone I met who would listen to my message, and I would work to do it almost every hour of the day. I wouldn't care how many would turn me down, because I would know in this manner I could lead many hundreds of people into the Church. The presentation of the gospel is not cut and dried. Missionaries say we shall teach so many lessons and then next week our investigators will be ready for the challenge of baptism. When a person is ready for the challenge, according to this procedure, they don't need the challenge. Actually, the challenge should be given to lift the investigator toward baptism. When the challenge for baptism is made, the date should be not too far away, for if they accept it, then they will move rapidly to baptism. When you look into the faces of people and feel or sense any kind of response, that is when you are to give the challenge. Give me enough missionaries who are doing this, and I tell you that your missionary quotas will double. There must be placed into the minds of our missionaries that this is realistic and get them out of the idea that we can lead people to baptism solely by indoctrination.

The Power of Testimony

Missionaries do not know when they go to a door, or when they meet their investigators in some other way for the first time, whether the Lord has prepared them for the gospel. Therefore, each contact should be approached with the idea that they are prepared and will receive the gospel. An initial message to the people, by missionaries, whether it be given at the door in tracting, or in a "share‑the‑gospel" cottage meeting, or in a hall or large group meeting, should be a declaration of testimony, and when given under the influence of the Spirit of a servant of God, is attended by the spirit of prophecy and revelation. This is what teaching by the spirit is. Your gift, your talent, your power is in the feeling and the impression that you give unto the people. I think the great majority of our converts come into the Church not because of the way we teach the gospel, because often the pressing of gospel subjects confuse their minds, but because of the power of the testimony attendant with our teachings, which actually produces the awakening of interest in the heart of the investigator.

But as mentioned, the missionary is often heard to say, "We have met a wonderful family today and we are going to challenge them for baptism after a few more visits." How do they know they are going to challenge them later, and if they think they are and the family will respond, then why did they not challenge their family last night? The missionary replies, "I didn't want to challenge them until they know more." Know more about what? Do you think you can teach a testimony? Can you analyze your own testimony of the gospel? Try and do it. Try and explain by doctrinal teaching that Jesus is the Son of God. You will never explain it by physical reasoning. Where then do you get the knowledge to say, "I know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God"? John said, "Ye need not that any man teach you." It comes, according to the Apostle Paul, from the Holy Ghost. "For no man can say that Jesus is the Christ except by the Holy Ghost." The gospel of Jesus Christ is not a knowledge, in the sense that we can gain such from doctrinal teachings. When people say they are grateful to have a knowledge of the gospel they speak in what we call a manner of speech. A conviction of the gospel is a feeling. It is controlled and governed by the power of the Holy Ghost. This great personage, a member of the Holy Godhead, has been assigned to administer the gifts, and the spiritual powers of the gospel and human logic or doctrinal persuasion will never take the place of this power as it influences people. This is what the Prophet Joseph Smith meant when he said,


Faith comes by hearing the word of God, through the testimony of the servants of God, that testimony is always attended by the spirit of prophecy and revelation. (DHC vol. Ill, page 379.)

The missionary learns that each contact is to be made with the deepest of conviction and in the spirit of testimony. In this manner, those in the household visited, or contacted in other ways, whom God may have chosen to receive the truth, will recognize his message.

A Reasoning Perception

I want to do a little reasoning with you in a spiritual sense. This life is an intermediary in God's plan. Everyone of us who is here, was in the pre‑existence knew there would be a powerful influence that would testify to us of the gospel, and this influence would cause us and others to do better and accept the gospel plan. This great gift which we are trying to give to people will prepare them for the celestial kingdom which kingdom will be a kingdom of administration where the kings and queens, and priests and priestesses will abide and will have power in the order of the priesthood, and as directed over the telestial and terrestrial kingdoms. There is much that could be written about this, but sufficeth it to propound this question: do you suppose that the selection of people to go into the celestial kingdom will depend upon how well the arguments of a missionary upon the subjects known as the Godhead, apostasy, and restoration, and others are presented? Do you suppose for a minute that a determination of a man's place in the presence of God will be determined by such things as the weight of human logic only? Of course they won't. These become secondary tools that a missionary uses to maintain interest, until the spirit and power of conviction can take hold.

The Power of Spiritual Conversion

I know it is hard for some missionaries to get this slant, and just as long as it remains will fewer people, with conviction, be led into the Church. Let's face it. Until we get to the point where we rely completely upon the Spirit and teach in that way, we just aren't going to reach as many righteous souls, for this is the Lord's work and we are bound, therefore, to perform it his way.

Alma, the Book of Mormon prophet, spoke of accepting baptism without even knowing the doctrinal teachings.

"...blessed is he that believeth in the word of God, and is baptized without stubbornness of heart, yea, without being brought to know the word, or even compelled to know, before they will believe. " (Alma 32: l6)

It apparently will ever be true that not all who come into the Church will stay in the Church ‑ or remain close to its purposes and objectives. There will be many spun off because they were not able to sustain their conversion, which more than likely will not have been a spiritual conversion.

The Right Slant 

Here is the right slant of missionary work. Dogmatic instructions only will tend to confuse. Teach by the spirit. I recall the report of the visit of the missionaries at a home where they found a family of four still responding to their first visit of two days previous, and were enthusiastic with the message. The family was invited to be baptized that night, and they accepted the invitation. The missionaries were wise and prompted by the spirit, received the commitment from the family for baptism. This led to a more serious aspect of holding cottage meetings until baptism and found the investigators readily accepting each point of the lessons, for when investigators feel that the missionaries are truly the servants of God, they are fully susceptible to the message. Why is this so? The answer is simple. If I believe with all my heart that you are a servant of God and you are teaching me, I will accept what you say. The influence of the doctrinal teachings are not needed to convince. You are a servant of God. I know it because I have the Spirit of God with which to receive of your message, and when I listen by the Spirit, then conviction comes, which provides the regenerative force that will lead me forward in the acquisition of truth and a place in the kingdom of God.

An Experience of Divine Direction 

I remember as a young missionary, while laboring in the country with my companion, having picked up our mail and gospel tracts, we had left the city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to go northward. The sky was blue, it was a beautiful day. It was so still it was almost dull. We had gone about one‑half mile on a dirt road, when a strong whirlwind came up and almost turned us off our feet. I expressed to my companion the impression which I had at the moment, that we were going in the wrong direction. He agreed. We turned and went directly south. After walking almost a half day into the country, doing missionary work as we went, I recall turning down a certain farm lane. I can still hear the dogs barking as we opened the outer gate and the house owner of the farm approached us and said, "I have been expecting you young men." We learned later that this man had a neighbor who had stopped by and left him a copy of the Book of Mormon. Some missionaries had given it to him sometime before, but he was not interested in it and had left it with him. "I have been praying every day that someone would come to tell me more about this book, for I believe it to be true." Now, would you go into a lengthy series of lessons with that man? We did not. We stayed up half the night testifying to this family, explaining the basic principles of conversion, including that of faith, repentance and baptism, and in the morning went out and dammed a small creek in back of his house and baptized this good man and his family before we left.

When investigators tell the missionaries that they are greatly impressed with their message, do not delay their baptism into the Church. The Holy Ghost is bearing record to them, and if they are not soon baptized this inspiration will leave them. We want to teach people the fullness of the gospel, which is faith, repentance, and baptism. The Lord told the Nephites if they said anything else, evil would come out of it. I am convinced that by delays in suggesting baptism, we keep people out of the Church. Teach by the Spirit when you go into the home and have the Spirit so strong that it shines in your face, then investigators will feel it so strongly they will say, "I know what you say is true." When this occurs, you can teach all six lessons in ten minutes time. It took the Lord just a few seconds to teach the essential elements of the Godhead lesson. One verse was sufficient, and here it is:

The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit.  Were it not so, the Holy Ghost would not dwell in as (D&C 130:22)

Here then, in one short verse, are the essential teachings of the Godhead. Of course, it can be expanded to a complete doctrinal lesson. If we say just this much to people who believe that we are the servants of God and invite them to be baptized into the Church, many will accept our message. But when we lack courage and are afraid to open our mouths to testify and think we can do it easier by just teaching the lessons, then our proselyting success is retarded.

To Teach the Gospel as of Old 

The day, I believe, will come when we will go to the doors of people, or otherwise be presented to them is various types of meetings, and testify that we are the servants of God sent to them with a message of the gospel, call them to have faith in a living God and his son Jesus Christ, to repent of their sins and be baptized; and I don't believe the day is too far away. The fact of the matter is, the ancient heralds preached it in this manner, relying upon the Spirit of God to bear record unto the people of the truth of the message.

When Christ appeared to the Nephites ‑ and his coming had been prophesied about by Samuel and other Book of Mormon prophets ‑ the people were gathered in the valley of Bountiful, they bowed before him; Nephi came forth and bowed and was told to stand. In the hush of the great congregation, the people listened to what the resurrected Jesus would say to them. This was the long‑awaited moment. His instruction to Nephi was one of simplicity, "I give unto you power that ye shall baptize these people." Before he left he said further, “.... whoso shall declare more or less than this, and establish it for my doctrine, the same cometh of evil ....and the gates of hell stand open to receive such when the floods come and the wild winds beat upon them. " (3 Nephi 11:40)
It is difficult to confuse the investigator by proclaiming faith and repentance, and baptism is done by simply placing them under the water. We ought to be talking about it more. We lose the golden opportunity because we think conversion cannot come before baptizing them. The only reason we teach people in this manner is when they are stubborn of heart and won't repent. This is what one missionary said: "We teach by the Spirit, and let our investigators know that the Lord loves them and wants them to be members of the Church. "

The stressing of the gospel lessons right at first, before the purpose and intent of the missionaries' presence can lead to confusion. Initial reaction is the result of the Spirit testifying to them, and where this is manifest, a challenge for baptism should be given ....as quickly as possible, otherwise the Holy Ghost will leave them. Let me reiterate this: If you have people who receive of the spirit of conviction and you don't pursue their baptism, they will lose the spirit. This is why you should baptize them as quickly as possible, under these circumstances.

The Apostle Paul speaks of the manner of conversion:

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of tire is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (Galatians 1:11‑12)

How to Use the Challenge

A missionary once said to me, "I have a wonderful family just about ready for the challenge." "You mean they are just about ready to be baptized?" said I. "Yes;" answered the missionary. "Then they don't need the challenge." A challenge is to be given to people who are not ready. That is what the challenge is for. Don't you see? If you are testifying to them and say you are a servant of God and they are to be baptized because the Lord loves them and wants them in the Church, they don't have to wait. Go out every day and challenge every person who will sincerely listen to you. Tell them you are going to have a baptismal service, and if they are worthy, the spirit of God will bear record through you in such a way that they will be baptized.

The Doctrinal Lessons are a Support 

I know missionaries who cling to the idea that investigators can't be baptized until they know all of the doctrines. You teach the Godhead, the apostasy, and other lessons. Often they do not understand them clearly. Neither did the missionary until they had been studied for weeks. Now these doctrinal lessons are important. Do not under-estimate their value in teaching the gospel, and when people are baptized, they have an eagerness to learn everything about the Church, and you can teach them. But be alert to the giving of the investigator challenge from the very first time you meet your contacts. Learn the difference between conversion, and a doctrinal knowledge of the gospel.

Afraid the Investigator May Say "No” 

Some missionaries are afraid to be turned down and want to be sure everything is all right before they will challenge for baptism. The need of the challenge is gone then, so is courage.

Do you see what I mean? Be a challenging and testifying missionary. When a new missionary arrives in his field of labor he should be greeted by, "How's your faith?" Not, "How's your knowledge?" "Have you got the faith to go out and challenge someone today to be baptized?"

Missionary Success 

Here is a real slant on elective proselyting already referred to, given by a missionary whom I interviewed recently, asking the reasons for his success in getting baptisms ‑ he had baptized twenty in the past eight months and had five ready for the day after our interview. He said,

"President Dyer, we testify by the Spirit and let our investigators know that the Lord loves them and wants them to be members of his Church."

“Yes,” I said to him, “you use the lessons to confirm your testimony and to give them greater assurance.”

His reply was, “That is just how we do it.”

“This is the right slant, missionary! Why not follow it? Let's lead these wonderful people we meet into the waters of baptism The Lord wants them, we want them ....”

On the day the Church was organized it was made known unto the Prophet Joseph Smith that the Apostle John was then with the lost tribes of Israel preparing them to return to Jackson County, Missouri. That was more than 132 years ago. There has been given unto the Apostle John, who is an administering angel, the power to prepare the lost tribes of Israel for the return and annexation to the city of Zion. They are no doubt teaching the gospel there as we should be teaching here.

This is God's Work 

Missionary work is far greater than you and I. It is more than just baptisms and goals each month. These are but a means to an end. We are preparing people to be leaders in the worlds that will follow this one. This is God's work. Our work is to help him get people into the Church. There is no other reason for being in the mission field. The element of success will be bound to come when these approach methods are used, and used effectively. Say to your friends, “You ought to be a member of this Church Now what about it?” Lets go, Missionary.

I remember a wonderful lady who led the Singing Mothers in Holland, and how she came into the Church. She was not a member the first time I met her. She was having some difficulties. I encouraged her, “Don't let anything stand in your way. You are the kind of person who ought to be a member of this Church.” I thereafter issued a challenge to her and testified of the truth of the gospel. Upon my next visit to Holland I learned of her baptism. If we would go to the people in this way, they would respond to us. The Lord, through His authorized servants, has conferred the gifts, the talents, the authority and special blessings upon the missionary so that people will remember their declaration. It becomes always a question as to whether they are going to use these wonderful gifts to reach good people everywhere.

I do not want to close this chapter without bearing my testimony to you. There have been many wonderful experiences come to me in my life giving indication of the power and spirit of God in this work. I can witness to you that I know these things to be true I have always felt that there is no other way than this to carry on our work.

We are privileged to sustain the authorities of the Church. I hope missionaries understand how important it is to sustain this work, the seeking of souls. The consent of the missionaries is sought for, but when the will of the Lord is presented, actually the free agency of the missionary becomes expressive as they are led to sustain and not oppose. We do not have a veto power when the General Authorities of the Church are presented. It is the same way in missionary work. We do not have a veto power in changing it from the way the Lord has instructed us to some other way. We have only a sustaining power in it and this is a basic principle.

If we are to understand the ways of the Lord we must understand we are but the servants. We sustain Him. It is His work. It is not our work. We must attach ourselves to His will and purpose. It matters not whether in the Priesthood, leadership, missionary, or and other work in the Church, we are to do it the way the Lord wants it done.

Teach by the Spirit ‑ There is no Other Way 

The work of the Lord has opened up of late with great strides and is going forward. We must realize that this work has entered its final preparation for the day of His coming. Knowing this, we ought not let a single day go by in doing the work the way the Lord wants it done.  So why should we hesitate in challenging and testifying of the work of the Lord? When we attempt to do it another way, the Holy Ghost will not bear record. This is a basic reason why we do not get people into the Church as we should, who are really converted, for we rely on our own strength and not upon the Lord as He has asked us to do.

From the revealed word of the Lord we learn with emphatic assurety, that there are two ways to preach the gospel. One way is God’s; the other is not:

Wherefore, I the Lord ask you this question‑unto what were ye ordained?

To preach my gospel by the Spirit, even the Comforter which was sent forth to teach the truth.

And then received ye spirits which ye could not understand, and received them to be of God; and in this are ye justified?

Behold, ye shall answer this question yourselves; nevertheless, I will be merciful unto you; he that is weak among you hereafter shall be made strong.

Verily I say unto you, he that is ordained of me and sent forth to preach the work of truth by the Comforter, in the Spirit of truth, doth he preach it by the Spirit of truth or some other way?

And if it be by some other way it is not of God.

And again, he that receiveth the word of truth, doth he receive it by the Spirit of truth or some other way?

If it be of some other way, it is not of God. (D&C 50:13‑20)

Be a Challenging and Testifying Missionary
It should be the duty of the Elder to stand up boldly for the cause of Christ, and warn the people with one accord to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins, and for the Holy Ghost; always commanding them in the name of the Lord in the spirit of meekness. (DHC vol. 2, page 262)

May each missionary who responds to the call to serve catch the spirit of the work to a great degree, and go forward without fear to proclaim the message of the restoration unto the people of their mission. I bear record of the truth, and testify of the mission and calling of Jesus Christ, and that Joseph Smith is a prophet of God. We have the truth: good and honest people everywhere await your testimonies and declaration of the message of the restoration.

If missionaries will become "Challenging and Testifying Missionaries" first and foremost, and secondarily of necessity, teaching missionaries ‑ then they will have the right concept of proselyting. If I could impress this message upon every missionary now in the field, and upon the thousands who will yet respond to the call I would feel that they are better prepared to perform this most important work. The words of the Prophet Joseph Smith sustains this manner of convert proselyting.

