Amphibious Warfare
  

                                          Answer Key
1. What is the mission of Amphibious Warfare?

An amphibious operation is a military operation launched from the sea by naval and landing forces embarked on ships or craft, involving a landing on a hostile or potentially hostile shore.
2. What was the most recent amphibious operation conducted by Marine forces and what was its primary objective? 

The most recent amphibious operation was during Desert Storm during which Marine forces conducted amphibious demonstrations, compelling Saddam Hussein to deploy the Republican Guard along the southern Iraqi border.

3. Name three types of landing craft and their corresponding abbreviations.

a. Landing Craft Utility - LCU

b. Landing Craft Mechanized - LCM

c. Landing Craft Air Cushion - LCAC 

4. What ship did Philo McGriffen spend a large amount of his time aboard during his stay at the Naval Academy.  Explain why.

Philo McGriffen spent a lot of his time as a Midshipman aboard the USS Santee, a prison ship that he and other rebellious midshipman were confined to due to rebellious and mischievous behavior.
5. List four types of platforms that protect an ATF as it moves towards its objective area.

a. P-3C Orion (land-based aircraft) to search far ahead of the carrier group

b. S-3 Viking (carrier-based USW aircraft), to combat the submarine threat

c. E-2C Hawkeye to provide long range radar

d. F-14 Tomcat and FA-18 Hornet, to engage enemy air threats

6. When and where did the first American amphibious assault take place?

The first American amphibious assault took place in 1776 when the Marined landed at New Providence, Bahamas.

7. List and explain the four types of amphibious operations.

a. Demonstration: Deceives the enemy with a show of force causing them to adopt a course of action favorable to our forces.

b. Raid: A swift incursion into, or temporary occupation of, an objective followed by a planned withdrawal.

c. Assault: The establishment of a force on a hostile or potentially hostile shore.

d. Withdrawal: The extraction of forces by sea in naval ships or craft from a hostile or potentially hostile shore.

8. Why may forces be extracted in an amphibious operation?

Amphibious withdrawal may be the result of a termination of an operation or redeployment of units to different areas.  It is based upon the situation as well as tactical and strategic considerations.

9. What are the three main purposes of subsidiary landings?

a. Capture a specific position for use in the main landing

b. Capture an area to deny its use to the enemy in harming the main effort

c. Induce a hostile reaction that will favor the main effort through deception

10. The AAAV has a water speed of __(a)__ to __(b)__ miles per hour and can be launched from amphibious ships __(c)__ miles or more offshore.  The Marine Corps has scheduled to field the new vehicle in __(d)__.

a. 23

b. 29

c. 25

d. 2008

11. What is the designation of the Wasp class amphibious assault ship and how many LCACs can it carry?

The designation of the Wasp Class amphibious assault ship is the LHD-1 and it can carry 3 LCACs.

12. The assault phase of PERMA encompasses what six aspects of an amphibious operation? 

a. Ship-to-shore movement of the landing force

b. Provision of supporting arms and logistic/combat service support

c. Preparation of the landing area by supporting arms

d. Air and surface assault landing

e. Landing the remaining elements for conduct of operations

f. Tanks and artillery are brought ashore on LCACs

13. The LCAC provides an advantage to US forces by being able to reach ____% more of the world’s coastline than conventional landing craft.

55% (70-15=55)

14. How many Medals of Honor were awarded to Marines involved in the attack on Iwo Jima?

26 Medals of Honor were awarded, twelve posthumously.

15. Testing communications and the timing of operations is part of what phase of PERMA?

The Rehearsal Phase

16. What circumstances lead to Philo McGriffen’s service in the Imperial Chinese Navy?

Due to economic restraints on government spending, Philo McGriffen and a number of his classmates were unable to receive a commissioning as US Naval officers.  Phil McGriffen wanted to pursue his goal of becoming a naval officer, and decided that the best route towards attaining that goal was to become an officer in the Chinese Navy.
17. List four tasks that AAVs can take on once they have entered an assault area.

a. Manning check points

b. Military Operations in Urban Terrain missions

c. Escorting food convoys

d. Mechanized patrol

18. What is the name and designation of the newest class of amphibious transport docks?

LSD-1 San Antonio
19. Where are supporting operations conducted?

Supporting operations are normally conducted outside the area of operations of the main landing force.
20. What four NFL teams will be playing on Thanksgiving day?

Green Bay at Detroit, Denver at Dallas
