Major Mark Deets 90 USME, with then-Midshipmen
Andraw Oroddy 08 and Eric Gardiner 08, and
Professor Elzabeth Knutson in Thies, Senegal, the
hizme of the Senegalese Military Academy, or
“U'Feole Nakionale des Officiors & Active (ENGA)”
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By Major Mark Deets "'90, USMC

WE BOTH GRADUATED FROM THE LLS. NAVAL ACADEMY IN 1990,
BUT THERE THE SIMITARITIES SEEM TC) ENIL

HL’ grew up playing on the beach

near the fish marker known as
Soumbédioune in Dakar, the capital city
of Senegal, population 2.5 mulhon.
I grew up playing on the Cookie
Leagne Baseball Field in Belo, KS,
population 4,00,

He came from a family of Cape
Verdean mmmgrants to Senegal m the
19505, 1 came from a family of German
impgrants o Pennsylvania in the 1750k,

He grew up speaking Portoguese Creole,

French and Wolot. | grew up speaking
English—and only English

Midwestern twang. To say the least, we

with a

come from different worlds or “oceans
apart” 1 you will, bur from January 2005

to July 2007, we shared some of the same

world in Dakar—he as a staff officer for
the Sencgalese navy and me as the US.
Plarime and Detense Attache (DATT
o Senegil, The Gambaa, Guinea-Bissan
and Cape Verde.

[ recognized a tamiliar face once [ saw

hum agam m Prakar, bue T never knew

Jean-facques Lopez "90 while at the MNaval

Acadenmy. Though classmares, | had no
idea chat he was the first African to attend
Annapols. | understood m part as
another Plebe, | did not fully comprehend
the scope of the challenge Jean-Jacques
faced at the Naval Academy—just
making it through the place while
learming a new culture n a second
language. Jean-Jacques spoke some
English when he came to Annapalis, b



e still had o learn some new voeabulary
o survive, Jean-Jacques told me he
learned what broccol was by watching
what the other Plebes passed down the
table when an upperclassman demanded
i serving of the stuff (for some inexplicable
emon) during Plebe Summer,
I thouglit that Plebe lift: was demanding
enough. As an | 8-year-old greenhorn
resh our of high school, I remember
mespecting and being ever so slighdy
i of the wordliness and know-how
‘ofmy prior enbsted and NAPS-
‘experienced clasmares. Bue at lease |
Iready knew what broccol was. Serving
e the DATT o four African countries
that speak three different languages'
taught me the importance of language in
“aur globalized world. However, [ have
ot faced the pressure of Plebe Summer
at the saimie time thae 1 oeed to refine my
French—the equivalent of the challenge
that Jean-Jacques faced with his English
i the summer of 1986,

Our worlds differed even when it
game to sports. Jean-Jacques lettered as a
pember of the men'’s volleyball team. |
lettered as a wrestler, but wrestlers did not
e 4 lot of the volleyball team, While 1
gew up cheering on George Brett and
the Kansas City Royals against the hated
v York Yankees, Jean-Jacques grew up
ing “Les Lions.” the Seneglese
mal soccer team, Though [ knew a
few soccer plivers at the Acadenyy, | did
not fully comprehend how much the
port meant to Jean-facques and the rest of
the world until 1 moved to Senegal, where
iy Seniegilese victory over the French in
thee 2002 Wordd Cup Championship 1s
replaved on nanenal television nme and
time aggiin, Clearly, there was 4 lot about
Jen-Jacquess world T could not have
‘ od before | became a USMC

Foreign Arca Officer (FAO) for

Sub=Saharan Atrica and Ler the DATT o
Senegal Thankfully, that has changed now:

Growing African Engagement
The 1980s were a different time, LLS.
policvmakers considered Africa either a
playground i which te combac the
Soviets by proxy ar an obstacle o go over
or around in order to reach a strategic
location more important to ULS. mterests
in the Cold War. After the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, LLS,
policymakers started paying more
attention to Afiica, its challenges, and its
people in the hope of denving terrorses
another haven like Afizhamstan from
which to train and prepare for attacks

on American interests. As the U5
military ramped up its African
engagement, | became more famihar
with Jean-Jacques Lopez.

[ got to know Jean-Jacques better at
about the same time thar the ULS. Navy
began to know Africa betcer. During my
tour in Senegal, LLS. Naval Forces,
Europe (NAVEUR ), along with the rest
of the Department ol Delense, began o
place a new emphasis on engagement in
Africa. NAVEUR specifically focused on
the resource-abundant Gulf of Gumes
region, comprised of the West African
coastal waters fiom Cote d'Tvaire to
Angola. The geostrategic importance of
Senegal and CapeVerde to this effort has
brought more and more ULS, Marines
and Sailors to ports in both countries.
And both countries can boast of polincal
stability and relatively good infrastructure
while being located halfavay between the
Gulf of Guinea and the Sixth Fleets
location in the Mediterranean Sea. While
I was in Senegal, Dakar was also the only
port in sub-Saharan Africa from which
the LS. Navy was authorized to buy
fesh fFuats and vegetables.

Because of these advantages,
MNAVELTRS “sustained presence” brought
13 LS. ship visits m Senegal and 15 ©
Cape Verde during fiscal year 2006, Many
came as a result of two important
multilateral exercises—the British-led
GREEN OSPREY in Senegal—to
which NAVEUR contributed forces as
a part of its baanmal West Adrican
Tramng Cruise—and the NATO-led
STEADFAST JAGUAR in CapeVerde.
These exercises became symbolic of the
growing LLS Navy and Marime Corps
commutment to the contnent of Africa.
The ereation of US Africa Command
(AFRICOM]) a5 an independent unitied
command on 1 October 2008 wall
provide further impetus for LS. Mavy
and Marine Corps familiariry with the
regrtonn, More and more Maval Academy
graduates will find themselves in the
near future on the Affican contingnt.
Knowledee of the region and enduring
relationships with its leaders will prove
unportant to their success,

... Brought Together

Lievgenant Commander John Hartman A0,
USNE, a Foreign Service Officer, who
first mentioned Jean-lacques’s name to
me while we were goang through
language maining together in 2004 a
the Foreign Service Institute (F51) in
Washington, John wanted to know what
a Marine afficer was doing at FS1LWhen
I told ham 1 would be gomng to Dakar in
2005 as the DATT, he immediately
mentioned that our classmace,
Jean-Jacques Lopez, was trom Senegal.
Since [ did not know Jean-Jacques
while we were at the Academy, | asked

a few basic questions and moved on
Trom the conversanon, doubtiul thar |

wonld ever meet Jean-Jacques,
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NI IN ACTION

Shortly after | landed in Dakar,
however, Jean-facques’s name came up
again and agan in conversation with LIS,
and Senegalese officials after they learned
of my Naval Academy background.
I learned that Jean-Jacques was an
mtelligent and well-respected officer in
the Senegalese navy who had become a
natural “go-to guy” when questions
about the LS, Navy came up among
the Senegalese navy staff. However, it
was not unal | hosted my fisst ULS. Navy
ship visit several months later tha [ met
Jean-Jacques tor the first ime at the
in-port brief with the ships crew. The
Senegalese Navy Chief of Seff had sent
Jean-Jacques to the meeting to ensure
the bilareral cooperation needed o pull
off the ship visit and the subsequent
mulalateral exercse (GREEMN OSPREY).
From that mecting on, Jean-Jacques
and T reaped the harvest of a professional
and personal bond made possible by the
seeds planted during our “four years by
the Bay” What a pleasure it was to get to
know Jean-Jacques, his wife Odile and
their two children while his Gmmly and
mine enjoved life ogether in Dakar,
Jean-Jacqgues and | often renumsced abour
our tme at the Naval Academy during
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Major Mark Deats 80, USME with
Senegalese Navy Lieutenant
Commandar Oumar Wade (a peer of
Jean-Jacquess who attended the
British Military Academy at
Sandhurst] at a French ship
reception in Dakar, Senegal

Major Deets 80 and
Jean-dacques Loper 40 in
Dakar, Senegal, in Spring 2007,
Photas courtesy of Major Deats.

discussions about ULS.-Senegalise

relations, the polincal-military sitwation m
West Aftica and the ongoing LS, War on
Termorism. Most of these discussions took
place in French (something thar would
have been impaossible for me in 1990)
and as 15 so often the case, over good
food and wine, (Jean-Jacques is the wine
connoisseur, not e} bo any case, we had
certainly come a long way from the
beach at Soumbédioune and the Cookie
League Baseball Field in Beloit.

The Payoff

The investment in African officers like
Jean-Jacques ar the MNaval Academy is
mvaluable. Though not his job o
handle LS. shap visits, | depended on

Jean-lacques’s experience, lainguage abiliny

and knowledge of both navies for the
exigent liaison before, during and after
the visits of ULS. Mavy shaps and Marimne
Corps units, The value of being able to
talk to someone from the host nation
who not only speaks our language bur

who also understands our way of

thinking and operaong—and some of the
15 immeasurable,
| left Senegal m the summer of 2007

reasons behind both

to retim o the Maval Acadermy o teach
hastory with the hope that [ could help
merease modshipimen’s Gimiliarity wath the
African continent. Through the new
ininatves at the Naval Academy 1o
inerease cultural and global awareness,

I went back to Senegal m March with
Midshipmen Andrew Droddy 08 and
Eric Gandiner 08 and French Professor
Elizabeth Knutson. While mudshipmen
(now Ensigms) Droddy and Gardiner spent
their spring break ac the Senegalese
Military Acadeny, digeing into defensive
posinons and learmng to eat nice and fish
with their hands, Professor Knutson and |
visited a handful of Sencgalese educational
ustitutions to investigate the possibilicies
for a French binguage immersion program
in Senegal. Then-Midshipmen Dioddy
{who choose SWO for service selecoion)
and Gardiner (who chose SEALS) enjoved
a unigue spring break experience while
practicing their French and learning about
the culture of an important US.ally in
Wit Africa. Though Jean-facques was
deploved as the military assistant to the
Deputy Commander of LIIN Operations
in Cote d'Tvowre (UNOCH), the contacts
he helped me establish during my tour as
the Defense Artache proved invaluable to
the success of the mip. IFhe could have
been there, T know he would have been
happy to see these fine young men from
his alma mater getting to know his
country for the first time,

As Jear-Jacques has sad, e imonde est
petit {it’s a small world). We may have
started life “oceans apart.” but our worlds
were brought together in Annapaolis,
and both our nations have benebted.

Let us hope that as the US. Navy-Marine

Corps team continues fo support and



dleterd LS, interests in Africa, both partners will
‘mntually benefit. IF chat 15 to be the goal, opening
e educanon and oaming institunons—and perhaps
en some of our operational 1stitutions—to bright
“Alrican officers like Jean-Jacques must continue (o
b part of our strategy. For in Dakar, as elsewhere,

. when clissmares be reunited and old tales be
metold. . Americans and Afnicans can win. J-
Major Mark W Dyets "90, USMC, has beers an
tstritctor i the Departinent of History sinee August 2007,
B anesly e seeved s e LS, Martie and Difense

fachie i Dhakar, Senepal from 2005 vl his arvival ar

e Sl Acadery Chlier prestonts assigrmens incide
postinegs o W udee Hovese Aot Commander and

LTSI Opertionad Tess Dhivecor nirte Munive Heicopier
Sgeicdion Che (99920002 ) aned Assiszane € dperarions
Wficer and {TH- IN Wiapons and Taciics Dustrucior aith

e “Stingers” of Marivie Light Astack Heliaopier Sqpiadnon
26T (1993- 1998), His perconal devonations indide the
ap-Manne Corps Clowrmerdation. Medad and the

S Deferise Distinguished Service Medal. Major Deets camed
it M.A. in National Security Affairs from the Naval

- Postmadiate School (2004 i Mongerey, CA, foasing on
‘- di-Saimint Africa for later destgration as o USMOC
Rirein Arca Ohfficer for A frica,

cilitated by the Naval Academy Foundation,

s from individuals, corporations and foundations
e the potential to significantly enhance

e emerging and developing programs
Hmpurt!ng wvisiting lecture senes, facuity
workshops and seminars, curticulum development
grants, teaching and research fellowships,

'_ dshipman internship and travel, as well as
foreign language and study abroad programs.
Learn more about how private funding is eritical

1 1he success of the international Programs

and the Canter for Middle East and Islamic
studies at wiana Usna.comoiving.

“The official Lngaages of most Affican countries are oed to the
¢ of European colonialism in Adrica, Consequently, the
'Eﬁ.l’.l.l] Lnguage of Senegal is French; the official lainguage of
S -Bivau and Cape Verde is Portugnseses and the officiial
Mg of The Gambia s English, However, an indigenows
SEnpsipe & often more wadely-spoken on Afcin sreets and m
Bl macan villages and mmay b declaned o “nanonal” boguage, e
SWlof n Senegal and The Gambea, Portuguese Creole m
Giines-Bissan and Cape Verde,

b
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KEY of CHANGE

A MOVING EXPERIENCI

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Develop an Overall Move Plan

Organize and Sort Belongings

Assist in the dispersal of belongings
to family or friends, and arrange
for shipping or storage when necessary

Assist in Locating a Realtor
Coordinate Charitable Contributions

Customized Floor Plans of
Your New Home

Coordinate with Moving Companies
Manage Packers and Moving Company
Unpack and Set up Your New Home —
We even shop for fresh groceries!!!l
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