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‘To know Christ and to make Him known’

Ministering at the U.S. Naval Academy

A Band of Fighting Men

Lorne Sanny
Reviving one of the classic’s for your edification

and growth in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
A number of years ago, a young Christian friend of mine enrolled in a Texas college. Along with two buddies, they considered how they might reach the campus with the Gospel.  They decided to meet daily to pray and share God’s word.  Nothing spectacular, just the three of them meeting to pray for their fellow students and to claim God’s promises. This proved to be the key to success. In the year and a half following, they saw an average of two men each week won to Christ.

This incident points to the dynamic potential of a band of men as an effective unit of penetration.

The military makes good use of this principle.  The entire structure of the US Marine Corps., according to former Capt. Paul Drake, is built around its basic fighting unit, a squad of four men. Each is a trained fighter sent out on patrol but operating as a team with a designated target.  Through constant association, they are molded into a smoothly operating unit.  In business and industry too, the team idea is used to advantage as men pool their talents to solve administrative and production problems.

Why not consider this approach to the problem of penetrating society today with the Gospel?

Team effort multiplies the individual thrust, providing the impact of sheer numerical strength. It also has the added advantage of pressing into useful service many dormant Christians, too timid to witness alone and undirected.

This kind of team effort is reaching men for Christ now aboard aircraft carriers, Polaris submarines, in Air Force billets, on Army bases, in college dormitories.  A handful of airmen at a US base in Germany, for example, banded together to pray for a non-Christian airman with whom they worked.  One brought the name of John, an aircraft mechanic, for prayer, and he later received Christ.  The next month, Bob another mechanic, came to confess his faith in Christ.  Three months later, Charlie, for whom all had often prayed, came to the Lord.  The men took part in various kinds of evangelism----barracks visitation, Bible Study groups, chapel services, personal witness.  They interspersed these activities with united prayer and saw God answer.

It is also working in other cultures.  In a town in Lebanon, I met five young Arabs, ages' 17-19.  None had known Christ more than 18 months, but already they had led a number of their schoolmates and others to Christ.  Their impact has been felt as they have prayed together and witnessed in villages up and down the Bekaa Valley where they live.

At the air base overseas, on the Texas campus and in the Lebanese mountain town, the dynamic of the very few who are one in heart, is a force to consider in propagating the Gospel.

What, actually, do we mean by a “band of men?” Not a hastily formed posse or an arbitrary house to house calling group, but rather, the kind of single minded team that joined Saul when he was anointed King of Israel.

“Saul also went to his house at Gilbeah; and the valiant men whose hearts God had touched went with him.”

(1 Sam. 10:26 NASB)

One definition of a “band” is a company of persons united for a common purpose.

Two essentials: Unity and a common purpose.  

A group of believers, who have a common purpose to take the Gospel out to the world where they work and live, should first be molded into a unified team by fellowship and time together.  Praying together encourages, strengthens, and molds the team.  We get to know in a unique way those with  whom we pray.  Strengthened by unity and encouraged by fellowship, they then go out to battle, emboldened by their numbers to attempt more than they would dare alone.

It is said of Paul (Acts 9:28) that he was with the other apostles “coming in and going out at Jerusalem.”  This coming in for encouragement and instruction, then going out for service is the secret of a functioning band of men united for Christ.  They go out for direct offensive battle against the enemy, then come back in for a time in God’s word and prayer, to launch a long range assault, as well as renewal and rededication.

Paul later had such a band of men with him (Acts 10:4) -- Sopater of Berea, Tychicus and Trophimus from Asia, Aristarchus and Secundus, Gaius, and Timothy.  Their common purpose and zeal as a team were strengthened as they spent time together.

There is a tremendous power in a band of men.  Charles Spurgeon was doubtless aware of this when he asked for “twelve men who fear nothing but God and hate nothing but sin and I will shake London from end to end!”

One secret of this power is united prayer, which has all heaven’s resources to back it.  Jesus promised “...if two of you shall agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by my Father..” (Matthew 18:19 NASB). Jesus Christ is present with power to implement the plans and requests of united prayer!

This power was never more aptly illustrated than in the band of twelve rather ordinary men to whom Christ gave the Great Commission.  He chose them individually to be “…with Him, and that He might send them out to proclaim the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:2 NASB). He constantly shared His life with them, in order that they might share His ministry.  He staked the evangelization of the WORLD on this band and they accomplished it.

Penetrating every layer of society with the Gospel was doubtless our Lord’s intent as expressed in the Great Commission.  The fact that we have not done so in our  generation indicates, not so much a lack of resources, as the lack of focused dedication to the Lord for the job. This will require decision and follow-through, plan and effort.

To carry out the orders of our Commander-in-Chief, we must first recognize that we are an army. This army consists of recruits in need of training, soldiers who have never received training, soldiers who are AWOL and a few overloaded, worn down veterans who are charged with keeping everything operational (the pastors, elders, deacons and others). Those who accept the Gospel are the recruits. They will need training. Throughout the land (and in the churches today), there are soldiers who were never trained. They are not at fault. It is the responsibility of those who recruited them and then abandoned them. They also are in need of training. The veterans should lift themselves to their knees and ask our Lord for one of these to form the nucleus of their band of men. 

Finally, there are those who have gone AWOL. For whatever reason, they have taken themselves out of the battle. Here and there in an office building or factory, is a Christian who has seen he was out-numbered and has settled for peaceful coexistence with the modern pagans around him. He is  hoping that he’ll be respected for his upright life, or discharging his witness responsibility by occasionally inviting someone to a church dinner or illustrated lecture of the Holy Land.  These Christians (also recruits) should be found and reactivated.

Then we must get these people out into the battle in small patrols--handfuls of three or four who can encourage one another in the fight.  The Chronicles tell us of Uzziah, who had “a host of fighting men that went out to war by bands...” (II Chronicles 26:11) Each band may have been small but together they were a vast army of battle worthy men. 

How can this work in actual situations?  The answer is in four phases:

(1) “An inside man.”  Suppose the target area is a large office building or industrial plant.  The first requisite is a man who works there and is willing to pray in faith for the place.  Hubert Mitchell of Inter-Church Ministries, who has seen the Gospel penetrate many stories of reinforced concrete in downtown Chicago through strategic focus of prayer, outlines his basic procedure: Get an inside man, begin to pray with him, help him get a band of men who will together take responsibility for that area to claim it for God.

(2) “Focused Prayer.”  Praying on the site is preferable by far...in an office located in the building...or in the automobile outside, if it is a defense plant with restricted traffic.  Since prayer is part of the battle, it is best made on the field of battle, rather than in the training camp.  And there is something about praying on territory you plan to take that lends realism to your requests.

When one of our representatives moved to an eastern city to work with collegians, he asked counsel of an older Christian leader how to begin.  The leader replied, “First we’ll go out and pray and claim some promises by faith.”  Together they claimed Joshua 1:3 among other portions of God’s Word for the university where they were to begin.

“Now,” said the older man, “The Lord said, ‘Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you...’  So, let’s walk around the place.  Just walk around the campus.”  The younger man did this often as he prayed in the weeks following.  And he found this first hand reconnaissance far more practical in developing ways and means to reach the students than any ivory tower theorizing he might have at a distance.

The prayer itself will be simple and direct, claiming from God that men will be saved from within that place; praying for specific persons by name; asking for the Holy Spirit’s convicting power to be active in that establishment; that every person in the building will hear and have opportunity to consider fairly the claims of Jesus Christ; that those responding will become real disciples and join in the effort to spread the Word.

(3) “Planned Strategy.”  As the group continues to focus on prayer for the target, the Lord will give ideas how and when to move.  He may direct to concentrate on coffee break witness, or luncheon dates with certain individuals to talk about Christ, or evangelistic Bible Study groups, or some other approach.  There are many.  And, impact can be multiplied as interested persons have opportunity to hear the testimonies of several from the group...perhaps on different occasions.  But whatever the methods used, the objectives are set together as a team, then re-evaluated and prayed over as they are carried out.  When the first person is won and joins the group to pray for others, it is a great encouragement.  This may happen soon, or not until a period of time.

(4) “Allotted responsibility.”  When through new Christians or revitalized ones, the group grows to eight or more, two groups should be formed and the territory divided, each band taking responsibility for its own wing of the building or its own division of the plant.  The usual tendency when a group reaches five members is to begin to plan for 50.  But a larger group becomes unwieldy and loses the camaraderie of close fellowship.  Ten bands of five each are for more desirable and effective, as each focuses prayer and effort on its own particular “parish.”

I believe the individual, local Church could revitalize its’ members into a Spiritual battalion. The actual building would serve as a rallying point or headquarters for the small patrols, or bands, going out to battle. This would provide a more meaningful role for its members  The pastor’s function would shift to that of a instructor who trains others rather than that of a caretaker. Then the leadership and members could live out the command in Eph. 4: 11-12: And He gave some as Apostles, and some as Prophets, and some as Evangelists, and some as Pastors and Teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; (NASB). The members would take the offensive, effectively fighting the enemy in the offices, factories, homes, schools, apartments and neighborhoods.  

If we can reactivate the method of our Lord Himself in training and sending His band of men, our world today can and will be penetrated by the gospel, through multiplying bands of dedicated men.

If this short message stirs your soul, ask God for one person to join you in prayer. Claim the promises that are throughout the Bible. Pray the promises that are in the Word. Seek Him with all your heart and be prepared to see …the great and mighty things which you do not know.  Jer. 33:3 (NASB) 

