ANNAPOLIS, MD (Friday, September 19, 2008) – Navy’s ice hockey team got goals from four of their seniors en route to a 4-1 win over the visiting Rutgers University Ice Knights. 

Matt Swezey continued his goal scoring streak from last season when he recorded the first goal of the 08-09 schedule at 5:40 of the first period.  The Midshipmen entered the second period holding a 1-0 lead.   

During the second period, Jon Westerman received a breakaway pass from John Patrick Culliton and buried a short handed goal to give Navy a 2-0 lead and energize the capacity crowd.  Three minutes later Rutgers netted a power play goal on a Josh Esformes shot from the right faceoff circle.  Navy finished out the second period with a Charlie Daniel even strength goal.           

The third period, saw plenty of back and forth action, until John Patrick Culliton scored an insurance goal at 18:26 to seal the Navy 4-1 victory. 

Junior Jeremey Estevez recorded 33 saves, as the Mids outshot the Ice Knights, 36-34. 

Referee John Torre whistled seven penalties against Navy and seven against Rutgers. 

The Midshipmen (now 1-0-0 overall) will play two additional games this weekend against the Mercyhurst College Lakers; Saturday at 7:30 PM and Sunday at 2 PM.    

SCORING SUMMARY 

NAVY 1 2 1 - 4 
RUTGERS 0 1 0 - 1 

First Period 
N – Swezey 1 (Pulver, Kinkade) 5:40 

Second Period 
N – Westerman 1 (Culliton) 13:42 
R – Esformes 1 (Udelsman, Shapiro) 16:16 
N – Daniel 1 (Swezey, Wallis) 17:42 

Third Period 
N – Culliton 1 (Westerman) 18:26 

SAVES 
Estevez (NAVY) 8 14 11    -    33 
Huff (Rutgers) 13 8 11    -    32
ATTENDANCE:  496

PUCK POINTS: 
The Brigade Sports Complex is offering Navy Hockey season tickets for $120 for adults and $72 for youth.  The purchase of these seasom tickets will make the buyer eligible for the Frozen Four Ticket Lottery. 

Many Navy Hockey alum were seen in the stands and look forward to their Alumni Game at 9 AM on Saturday.
