ANNAPOLIS, MD (Sunday, September 21, 2008) – Navy’s ice hockey team lost its first game of the 2008-09 campaign to the visiting Mercyhurst Lakers 5-2 in a contest at the McMullen Hockey Arena.

The Lakers jumped out to a lead in the first period on a Cody Steele power play goal.  The lead stood as the Midshipmen entered the second period down 1-0.   

Mercyhurst’s Steve Stepanian scored to give the Lakers a 2-0 bulge at the start of the second period, but Navy’s Matt Swezey scored four minutes later on the power play.  As the seconds wound down at the end of the second period, Cody Steele notched his second tally of the afternoon for his talented Mercyhurst team.  Not long thereafter, just as he did the night before, Navy's Alex Wallis scored just before the period expired.  The 2nd period came to a close with a game as close as the 3-2 score, with the visiting Lakers holding the lead.   

The third period was defined by two Meryhurst goals about 90 seconds apart by Blake Camlin and Pat Leone.  The tallies sealed the Lakers 5-2 victory. The Mids were visibly a step slower in the third period as they played their third game in less than 72-hours.

Junior Jeremey Estevez recorded 23 saves for Navy, as the Mids outshot the Lakers, 34-28. Referee Doug Wood whistled six penalties against Navy and seven against Mercyhurst. 

The Midshipmen (now 2-1-0 overall) will play two home games nest weekend against the Towson University Tigers, Friday at 7:30 PM and Saturday at 7:30 PM.    

SCORING SUMMARY 

NAVY 0 2 0 - 2 
Mercyhurst 1 2 2 - 5 

First Period 
M – Steele (Thompson, Wasielewski) 4:50 (pp) 

Second Period 
M – Stepanian (Mandic, Steele) 4:42 
N – Swezey 2 (Daniel, Keller) 8:49 (pp) 
M – Steele (Mandic, Stepanian) 19:25 
N – Wallis 2 (Swezey, Daniel) 19:51 

Third Period 
M – Camlin (Martin, O’Dell) 12:30 
M – Leone (Monnin, Christman) 13:56 

SAVES 
Estevez (NAVY)   11 7      5    -    23 
Falkner (Mercyhurst) 13 7     12    -    32
