Debugging Suggestions

1.  Clear the workspace (clear all) and re-execute your m-file.  See if the problem was reproduced.  While debugging, a programmer may change variables in the workspace that causes problems for other lines of the m-file.

2. Do not tear apeart your original m-file!  Copy the original program and make changes to a test m-file.  Too often, students destroy their original code when the error is minor, but undetected for several minutes.

3. Take a break.  Come back to it another time, refreshed and relaxed.

4. Make a plan for testing your code.  Write down the results of each test.  This makes your testing logical and thorough.

5. Test small portions of the code in your m-file.

6. Print out the most recent version of your m-file.  Make sure your loops and if blocks start and end properly.  

7. Once you have isolated the section of code that seems to be the problem, double-check your logic.

· Do you understand the logic of the assignment?  Be sure you understand the logic in math/physics terms before you start to program.

· Is each line of your code performing the designed math/physics requirement?

8. Clear your workspace and re-run the corrected portion of your test m-file.  

9. Have someone else look at your code.  Make sure your comments explain your logic.
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