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· Finding your peer-reviewed journal articles is your top priority.  Find two articles for each major section of your paper, and you can easily meet the requirements for the paper.
· Add pictures that help to make your point.
· Ensure your thesis is easy to identify.

· Start with a broad topic, do your preliminary research, then pick your specific topic and develop your thesis
· Hit your research hard and fast, and develop an outline with your sub-topics.  After that, it’s easy.
· Turn in a solid rough draft so you can get good feedback before turning in a final product.

· Don’t procrastinate.  Do research early and have a good base of knowledge (it makes writing and presenting a LOT easier)
· Look at general articles first (news, magazines) to get a better idea of your topic, then start getting into more detailed peer-reviewed articles

· Finding references:  use the AMS Journal Search engine, as well as the library database.  Once you find an article, look up references cited in that article.  Look up co-authors as well.  Start early.
· Writing:  make a short outline and plan out where your sources fit into that outline.  Preplan what you will use from your articles before you begin to write.  This will save time because you won’t have to re-read all your articles.
· 
· Thesis:  be clear and specific.  Avoid broad generalizations.
· Thesis:  prove or disprove something

· Find references early and read through them one at a time. 
· Outline in detail, then write one section at a time.

· Use the AMS Journal search engine.  Cite references as soon as you get them; this will make in-text citations easier.  

· Get a draft in quick so you can get feedback.
· Read your sources as soon as possible, so if you do procrastinate on the writing, at least you’ll have a good idea in your head on where you want to go.

· Start research early
· Have your capstone teacher edit your paper one more time before you finally turn it in.
· Research early!  Try to get done early so your professor can go through it before you turn in the final copy.

· Don’t pick a complicated topic
· Start early
· Don’t give up!

