Physical Geography
Course Policy and Information

SO262 Section 1001
Spring 2009
LCDR Bradley J. Storey, USN (USNA ’98)
· Office:  Chauvenet 212
· E-mail:  storey@usna.edu
· Office Phone:  3-6563
· Classroom:  CH 087
1.  Required Text Books:  Elemental Geosystems, 5th Edition: Robert W. Christopherson.  This text book will be the primary source of classroom lectures.  Figures and graphs from the reading assignments will also be used and discussed during the lecture.  Battling the Elements; Weather and Terrain in the Conduct of War: Harold A. Winters.  This text book will be used for reference on geo-military briefing assignments, as well as reading case studies assigned for all students to augment scientific lessons.  Encounter Earth:  Interactive Geoscience Explorations, 1st Edition:  Steve Kluge.  This text book will serve as a tutorial for Google Earth and other GIS applications. 
Reading assignments are annotated on the syllabus and should be completed prior to the relevant class.
2.  Attendance:  Attendance is governed by the table of priorities found in COMDTMIDNINST 5400.  “Tests” in this class are considered to have the same priority as “exams” under the aforementioned instruction.  If you miss a lecture, you are responsible for obtaining any materials that were passed out during the period absent.  I highly recommend that you obtain lecture notes from your classmates so you do not fall behind in the material.  Lecture notes, classroom visual aids, and other course reference materials can also be accessed on the instructor’s webpage:  http://www.usna.edu/Oceanography/Storey/index.htm
If you know ahead of time that you will be absent during a test, exam, or briefing assignment, you must contact me prior to the scheduled test, exam, or briefing time to make other arrangements.  Tests or exams must be made up within one week of absence or a grade of 0% will be recorded.   In the event of an emergency or illness, contact me as soon as possible to make other arrangements regarding assignments, tests, and exams.
 3.  Section Leaders:  The Section Leader and Assistant Section Leader will become thoroughly familiar with the procedures associated with the academic accountability system.  Section Leaders will be responsible for calling the section to attention at the beginning and end of class, calling seats, and dismissing the class.  Absences will be reported to the instructor by the Section Leader at the beginning of class.  Late arrivals and early departures will be reported to the instructor at the end of class.  
4. Classroom Etiquette:  You are preparing to become junior officers in the military.  I will treat you as such and I expect you to act as such.  Students shall present a professional appearance at all times and render appropriate military courtesies to both faculty and other students.  If you need to excuse yourself, do so quietly and return promptly to avoid getting behind in the material.  This should only be necessary in extreme situations.  Students shall be alert and actively participate in classroom discussions.  You may ask questions during the lecture once you have been recognized by the instructor.  

No food will be consumed in the classroom.  The only drink allowed will be in personally owned, covered containers (i.e. Nalgene bottles, lidded coffee cups, thermoses). 

If cell phones are brought into the classroom, they must remain in the “off” or “silent” modes.  Talking and text-messaging on a cell phone in the classroom is not permitted.
5. Reading Assignments:  Reading assignments should be completed before class.  This will aid in your understanding of the lectures and afford you the opportunity to participate during class.   Each chapter has an excellent summary at the end as well as relevant questions to aid you in your studies and to test your understanding of the material.  Key concepts and additional study questions with answers can be found at the book’s supplemental website:  www.prenhall.com/chirstopherson.  I highly recommend reviewing the material in the online supplements.  
Pop quizzes are fair game if it becomes evident from lack of class participation that reading assignments are not being completed ahead of time. 
6.  Geo-Military Briefing Assignments:  Briefing assignments are to be completed in assigned studygroups, and will be conducted in class on the due date indicated by the syllabus.  Each group should have any multimedia downloaded onto the classroom computer system prior to the beginning of the period that the topic will be presented.  See “Text Book” section and instructors website for reference materials on briefings.  Guidance for briefing topic format, content, and grading criteria will be provided prior to the first briefing assignment.  See the instructor prior to your briefing date if more clarification or guidance is needed.
Each group should familiarize itself with the Google Earth and MICRODEM programs, and each student should download the software for each at the beginning of the semester.  Guidance on the use of these programs will be provided during class.
Failure to complete the briefing assignment on the assigned class day, without making prior arrangements with the instructor, will result in a grade of 0% for that studygroup on the corresponding assignment.  ALL studygroup members must be present for their group’s briefing.
7.  Tests and Examinations:  Material covered in the readings, lectures, briefing assignments, and videos is fair game on tests and the final exam.  The objectives and key concepts for each lesson are excellent study aids, in addition to the class notes.  The syllabus annotates what material is expected to be covered during each test.  The testable material may be altered based on what lectures have been given by the date of a test.   
Any unexcused absence during a test or exam will result in a grade of 0%.  If you are unable to attend a test or exam, you must notify me ahead of time in order to make other arrangements.  The policy set forth in paragraph 2 applies.  
The study of Physical Geography requires a basic understanding of locating prominent geographic features on maps; therefore you will be required to identify the locations listed on the geography handout on each test and the final exam.  This material will be covered in a class lecture prior to testing.  

Calculators will be provided for tests and exams when computations are required.  
8.  Projects:  Students will be required to complete a research project for presentation at the end of the semester.  Projects will be completed in the assigned studygroups.  Milestones such as “Project Topic” and “Project Outline” are annotated on the syllabus.  Some class time will be allocated for project research, however, much of this work will need to be completed outside of classroom hours.  There are excellent resources at USNA and in the local area for research and presentation materials.  See the instructor early if you need guidance on project matters.  
9.  Participation:  Participation grades will be based on interaction during classroom lectures.  Points for participation will be at the instructor’s discretion and will be based on a student’s participation relative to the other students in the class.  Maximum interaction in class is highly encouraged and will result in a much more interesting learning environment, in addition to better participation grades.  There are no dumb questions and the best way to learn is to ask questions.
10.  Extra Instruction and Meetings Outside of Class:  I have an “Open Door Policy”.  You may stop by my office with questions at any time.  If I am available, I will be happy to assist you.  Setting up appointments is the best way to ensure I will have sufficient time available to assist your EI requirements.  You may schedule them with me by email, phone, or in person.   If you need EI, seek help early.

Showing up late, or not showing up, for a scheduled EI session or meeting outside of classroom hours is not acceptable.  Once again, I will treat you as junior officers, expecting you to act as such.  If a situation, outside of a critical emergency, requires you to miss a scheduled EI session or meeting, notify me ahead of time.  Violators will be reported via the Conduct System.
11.  Grading:  The following scheme will be used in calculating grades:
	
	6 weeks
	12 weeks
	16 weeks
	Final grade

	Briefs & Pop Quizzes
	50%
	50%
	25%
	20%

	Tests
	50%
	50%
	50%
	40%

	Project
	
	
	20%
	15%

	Participation
	
	
	5%
	5%

	Final exam
	
	
	
	20%


Letter Grades will be assigned as follows:
A
90-100

B
80-89

C
70-79

D
60-69

F
<60

All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.  
12.  Honor:  The Honor Concept applies at all times.  Mind the instructor’s guidance on assignments and seek clarification if policy is unclear.
13.  Emergency Evacuation:  In the event of an emergency evacuation, we will muster on the seaward side of Chauvenet Hall.  The Section Leader will take muster and report to the Instructor.
14.  Disclaimer:  I reserve the right to make reasonable adjustments to the course policy, course content, syllabus, and grading system at any time.  Any major changes will be promulgated in writing.
15.  Final Comments:  What you get out of this class will be highly dependent on what you put into it.  This is an excellent opportunity to learn about a topic that will have significant usefulness in your military careers.  In addition, your personal interests will be kept in mind as we determine subjects to focus on throughout the semester.  I want you to have fun with this course, as well as receive ample education to speak and act in an educated manner about subjects relating to physical geography.    I am a resource for you academically, militarily, and personally.  Feel free to approach me at any time during the semester or in the future.  
Bradley J. Storey
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     USN
