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EDITORS AND REPORTERS:  Please call the Public Affairs office at (410) 293-2292 by Friday, May 9 if you wish to cover this event.  Sea Trials is open for media coverage between 8 a.m. and noon, May 15.  Sea Trials settings are extremely conducive to outstanding action photography and video coverage.  
NAVAL ACADEMY PLEBES PARTICIPATE IN RIGOROUS ‘SEA TRIALS’  
ANNAPOLIS, Md. - The Naval Academy freshman class will endure 14 hours of rigorous physical and mental challenges during Sea Trials, Tuesday, May 13, as part of the culmination of their plebe (freshman) year. 
This daylong, action-oriented event is modeled after the Marine Corps 54-hour “Crucible” and Navy “Battle Stations.”  Sea Trials offers plebes challenging, teamwork-fostering scenarios in various settings encompassing parts of the Naval Academy grounds and the Naval Support Activity Annapolis.  The scenarios involve tests of physical endurance and problem solving while offering 2nd Class Midshipmen the opportunity to test their leadership skills as the Sea Trials planners and cadre.

This year, the Herndon event on May 15 will begin with a recognition of the top finishers from the Sea Trials.  The Company of plebes demonstrating the top unit performance by showing endurance and spirit during the entire course of Sea Trials will be recognized with the “Iron Company” award before the Herndon climb begins. 


The Iron Company will receive a trophy, which will be displayed in Bancroft Hall, and a pennant to be displayed on their Company guide-on (the guide-on is the numbered flag for each Company in the Brigade and is used in formations, parades and other events).  Additionally, the Iron Company will be in position to be the first members of their class to start ascending the Herndon monument.
MORE
SEA TRIALS 2-2-2

Sea Trials will take place in six locations throughout the Yard and NSAA:

Farragut Field - Evolutions include tug-of-war, platform challenge and Damage Control.

MacDonough Hall - Evolutions include raft building and an underwater obstacle course.

Hospital Point - Evolutions include Zodiac boat races, relays and a mud challenge. 

NSAA West - Evolutions include an endurance course and paintball assault course.

NSAA East - Evolutions include a rifle run, head-to-head competition with pugil sticks, an obstacle course and riverene warfare.

Transition Run- Evolution includes a company-wide run over the Naval Academy Bridge to NSAA West.
For more information about May events at the Naval Academy, visit http://www.usna.edu/PAO/calendars.htm.
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