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SCHEDULE OF NAVAL ACADEMY MAY EVENTS OPEN TO THE MEDIA

NOTE TO EDITORS AND REPORTERS: If you wish to cover any of theses events please contact the Public Affairs Office at (410) 293-2292 by 5 p.m. the day prior to the event. 
Tuesday, May 13
SEA TRIALS (Media Availability 8 a.m. – Noon) 

NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sea Trials is modeled after the Marine Corps’ Crucible and the Navy’s Battle Stations Program.  It is a “capstone” event for the Fourth Class Midshipmen (freshmen) and a leadership challenge for the upper class.  Sea Trials provides a final physical and mental challenge to the Plebe class; designed to test their teamwork and to reinforce their bonds as a company and class, while providing the Academy’s upper class with leadership opportunities.

Thursday, May 15 

HERNDON MONUMENT CLIMB 
(Media check-in 7:30 a.m.- 8 a.m., event begins 9 a.m.)  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
The Herndon Monument Climb is one of the capstone events to the Fourth Class Midshipmen’s plebe year.  Members of the Plebe class race to climb the lard-covered 21-foot obelisk in order to retrieve a white plebe “Dixie cup” hat and replace it with an upperclassman’s hat on the top of the monument through teamwork and perseverance.  After successfully completing the Herndon climb, the freshmen are no longer called plebes but “fourth classmen.”

May 19-23- USNA Commissioning Week:
Monday, May 19 -Worden Field

Dedication Parade (Media check-in 10-10:30 a.m., event begins 11 a.m.) 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
This dress parade honors Academy faculty who are retiring, completing 20 or more years of service or who have been selected as professors’ emeriti.  Also honored at the parade are:  faculty recipients of the William P. Clements Award for excellence in education; the Class of 1951 Civilian Teaching Excellence Award; the Class of 1951 Military Teaching Excellence Award; the Naval Academy Alumni Association Research and Service Excellence Awards; 
-MORE-
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the Frank M. Adams Junior Officer Leadership Award; and the Apgar Award for Excellence in Teaching. The names of the 2008 awardees are being finalized and will be announced at a later date. The first Dedication Parade was held at the Naval Academy on May 31, 1969.  

Tuesday, May 20 -Radford Terrace/Ingram Field
Blue Angels Circle and Arrival (11 a.m. – 1 p.m.) & Rehearsal (Media check in 1-1:30 p.m. , event begins 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.) OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
The U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, The Blue Angels, will rehearse their aerobatic maneuvers over the Severn River.  The pilots will spend the first two hours of this period circling the show site in order to pick out ground reference points.  After a break, the last two hours will be used for a practice demonstration. The same demonstration will be formally presented with narration the following day as a salute to the graduating Midshipmen and their families.

For more information on the Blue Angels, visit www.blueangels.navy.mil.

Wednesday, May 21-Radford Terrace/Ingram Field

Blue Angels Flight Demonstration (Media check-in 1-1:30 p.m., event begins 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.) 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
The Blue Angels will present their aerobatic maneuvers directly over the Severn River.  The performance will be presented by the Blue Angels’ Narrator.  The event is free and open to the public.  More information on viewing areas for the show and waterway and Bridge closures will be announced closer to the event.

Thursday, May 22-Worden Field

Color Parade (Media check-in 10-10:30 a.m., event begins 11 a.m.) 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
(Please note:  Seating available only to USNA faculty, staff, family and friends of graduating midshipmen):
The highlight of the Color Parade is the formal presentation of the colors (flags) by the Superintendent, the Company Commander and the “Color Honoree” to the newly dubbed color company.  The Color Company is designated by virtue of its excellence in academics, athletics and professional accomplishments throughout the semester.  The color company competition began in 1867.  

Friday, May 23 – Navy/Marine Corps Memorial Stadium

Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony (Media check-in 6:30-8:30 a.m., event begins 10 a.m. and will last until approximately 1:30 p.m.) 

NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
The Commissioning and Graduation ceremony is the culmination of the four-year education and training of the men and women in the Class of 2008.  Each graduate receives a Bachelor of Science degree and takes oath of office as they are each commissioned as an ensign in the U.S. Navy or a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps.  
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