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The oldest parade at the U.S. Naval Academy is the Color Parade, a tradition which began in 1867.  Midshipmen anticipate this parade as their last full dress parade while at the Academy.  The highlight of the Color Parade is the formal presentation of the color company pennant to the company that has excelled in academics, athletics and professional accomplishments during the spring semester.  A color honoree is selected by the winning Company Commander.
The custom of selecting an honoree was initiated in 1871 by Superintendent, Rear Adm. John L. Worden, and twice in the first four years, Grace Worden, a daughter of the admiral, had been asked to be the honoree.  The other two honorees in those first four years were wives of officers who were serving as assistants to the Commandant of Midshipmen. 
The first male color honoree was Army Brig. Gen. Edward Ord. Ord was a member of the Board of Visitors of the U.S. Naval Academy.  In June 1875, Cadet Lt. Fidelio Sharps Carter, Class of 1875, commanded the color company and selected Ord.   It is not known for what reasons, other than being a member of the Board of Visitors and a much admired military leader and hero, Carter used in selecting Ord.
The 2008 color honoree is retired Cmdr. Edmund Moore, Naval Academy Class of 1970, and father of 20th Company midshipman commander Victoria Moore.  
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