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NAVY SEAL AND USNA ’68 GRAD TO RECEIVE POSTHUMOUS AWARD
Note to Editors and Reporters:  Media interested in covering this event must contact the Public Affairs Office NLT 10 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 25.   

ANNAPOLIS, Md.— Lt. Melvin S. Dry, a 1968 graduate of the Naval Academy, will be posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal with valor.  Dry’s family will accept the Bronze Star Medal on his behalf during a ceremony Feb. 25 at 2 p.m. in Memorial Hall.
In 1972, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff authorized U.S. Pacific Command to execute Operation Thunderhead in which SEALs were employed to assist in the rescue of POWs planning to escape, steal a boat and flee via the Red River to the Gulf of Tonkin. Although mission training, planning and rehearsal was conducted, the mission was aborted before execution. The operation was the first combat-use of a mini wet-submersible SEAL Delivery Vehicle (SDV).  

The details of the once secret operation and the accounting of the SEALs’ actions were reported in the Naval Institute’s Proceedings magazine in October 2005.  Retired Capt. John D. Chamberlain, who was the commander of the submarine the SEALs launched from during the operation, USS Grayback, read the article and realized the SEALs were never recognized.  Chamberlain collected naval messages, official documents and personal statements from witnesses and in November 2005 submitted nominations to Secretary of the Navy Donald C. Winter for Dry and Lt. Philip L. Martin, another SEAL involved in Operation Thunderhead, to receive awards for their heroic actions. The Navy authorized the medals on Oct. 26, 2007.
For more information on the ceremony and Operation Thunderhead, please visit https://www.navsoc.socom.mil/Thunderhead/index.html.
For more information about the Naval Academy, visit www.usna.edu.
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