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NOTE TO EDITORS AND REPORTERS:  Media interested in covering the reception on March 26 should call the Public Affairs Office at 410-293-2292 before 5 p.m., March 25.
LORRAINE BEITLER COLLECTION OF THE DREYFUS AFFAIR EXHIBIT COMES TO USNA
ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The facsimile exhibit of the Lorraine Beitler Collection of the Dreyfus Affair has been housed in Mitscher Hall of the Naval Academy since Sept. 15.   In honor and gratitude of Mr. and Mrs. Beitler, a reception will be held March 26 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. beginning with a brief program of speakers in Mitscher Hall followed by a catered reception in the Stein Fellowship Room in Mitscher Hall at the Naval Academy.  Superintendent Vice Adm. Jeffrey L. Fowler, as well as Dr. Beitler herself, will speak at this event.
Capt. Alfred Dreyfus was a Jewish-French Captain accused of espionage in 1894.  Dreyfus’s family, friends, notables around the world, including President Theodore Roosevelt and French military, political and cultural leaders worked for his eventual exoneration.  The scandal was exposed in an article by French journalist Emile Zola, famously titled “J’Accuse . . .!” published in 1898.  The exhibit documents the history of the Dreyfus Affair and has traveled the world, educating people on the event itself and its impact on art, society, and politics of France and the modern world.  The facsimile exhibit contains artifacts and printed media, brought to the academy because of its connection to military ethics.  

The case raises issues of civil military relations with regard to judicial matters, media responsibility and press freedom, and presents a stirring example of moral courage and honor in several of the persons involved. 
For more information about the Dreyfus Affair and the Lorraine Beitler Collection, please visit http://sceti.library.upenn.edu/dreyfus/.
For more information about the Naval Academy visit www.usna.edu.
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