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NAVAL ACADEMY SCHEDULES ARTICLE 32 HEARING, MARCH 24TH
ANNAPOLIS, Md. – The Naval Academy has preferred charges against Midshipman First Class (senior) Michael S. Pollard alleging receipt, possession and attempted distribution of child pornography stored electronically on computer equipment.  An Article 32 hearing is scheduled for Monday, March 24 at the Washington Navy Yard for Pollard, who is charged with several violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).  The alleged offenses occurred between July 2003 and August 2007.  The charges are based upon an investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS).
As this is an ongoing case, specific details of the case cannot be released.  The charges are merely accusations and the accused is presumed innocent until proven guilty.

An Article 32 hearing is somewhat equivalent to a civilian grand jury proceeding.  The convening authority will use the information obtained in this hearing and the recommendation of the investigating officer to make decisions regarding the disposition of allegations made in this case. 
NOTE TO EDITORS AND REPORTERS:  THE NAVAL ACADEMY WILL NOT FACILITATE INTERVIEWS OR B-ROLL OF THE ACADEMY GROUNDS.  MEDIA MAY ATTEND THE ARTICLE 32 HEARING AFTER COORDINATING WITH USNA PUBLIC AFFAIRS.  USNA PUBLIC AFFAIRS WILL NOTIFY MEDIA TO CONFIRM DATE AND LOGISTICAL INFORMATION OF THE HEARING BY FRIDAY, MARCH 21.
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