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U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY MASQUERADERS ONE ACT FESTIVAL THIS WEEKEND
ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The Naval Academy Masqueraders will hold their annual student-directed, one-act play festival.  The performances are Friday, March 28th at 7 p.m. and Saturday, March 29th at 7 p.m.

The plays are: “If I Could Quit Coffee, I Could Quit You,” written and directed by Midshipman 1st Class Joy Dewey, the 2007 Jasperson Playwriting Award winner; “The Duck Variations,” by David Mamet, directed by Midshipman 1st Class Emily Ansorge; and “English Made Simple,” by David Ives, directed by Midshipman 2nd Class Michael Gumpert.
All three student directors are active members in the Masqueraders and participated in the Fall 2007 Production “Our Country’s Good” by Timberlake Wertenbaker in various capacities.

“It's a unique leadership opportunity, because I have the opportunity to work collaboratively with other midshipmen in the development of the performance, while retaining charge of scheduling, finances, and all other ‘behind the curtain’ aspects of the production,” said Gumpert.
The midshipmen select a play and submit their proposal to Masqueraders Director Professor Christy Stanlake, who selects the most professional directing proposals for production in the festival.  From there, the midshipmen control every creative aspect of the production, from casting to publicity to staging.  

“The One Act Festival is an opportunity for midshipmen to apply their leadership training in an artistic and intellectual way,” said Stanlake.

For more information about the Masqueraders, please visit

http://www.usna.edu/Masqueraders/.
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