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MONIKA JALILI: NOORSAAZ TO PERFORM AT NAVAL ACADEMY 

     ANNAPOLIS, Md. - Soprano Monika Jalili and her ensemble, Noorsaaz, will perform a selection of songs ranging from  traditional Persian folk favorites to love songs from the 1950s, 60s and 70s, at the Naval Academy in a concert sponsored by the Office of Force Transformation and the Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies on April 20 at 7:15 p.m. in Mahan Auditorium.  The concert is free and open to the public.  Tickets are not required for admission.

The word NoorSaaz is a combination of the Persian words Noor meaning "light" and Saaz meaning both "creator" and "musical instrument."  Using traditional and non-traditional instruments, as well as lyrics in Persian, English and French, the artists of NoorSaaz combine their influences to present original interpretations of this music. In this spirit of exploration, NoorSaaz aspires to create understanding through an appreciation of the beauty of Iranian culture. Their entrancing songs span time and place; a time of great cultural change in Iran. 

The Naval Academy’s Office of Force Transformation and the Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies serve to enhance the educational opportunities of midshipmen through supporting international and regional study, curricular innovation, community outreach, and as a center for resources on all aspects of regional studies, with special emphasis on the Middle East and Islamic world.
MORE
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Visitors to the Naval Academy may walk through Gate 1 (King George St.) and Gate 3 (Maryland Ave.) and will be required to show a picture ID. Vehicles without Department of Defense decals are not permitted on the Naval Academy grounds.  Handicapped visitors with proper decals are permitted through Gate 1 after a vehicle inspection. All bags are subject to search.
For more information about NoorSaaz, please visit http://www.noorsaaz.com/.  

For more information about the Naval Academy Center for Middle East and Islamic Studies, visit http://intranet.usna.edu/MiddleEast/index.html.
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