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NOTE TO EDITORS AND REPORTERS:  Media who wish to cover this event should call the Public Affairs Office for credentialing check-in times and information by 5 p.m., May 9.  For the best view and standing position near the Herndon Monument, recommend media arrive at the Public Affairs Office NLT 8 a.m., May 15.   

NAVAL ACADEMY CLASS OF 2011 TO PARTICIPATE IN HERNDON MONUMENT CLIMB

ANNAPOLIS, Md. – The annual Herndon monument climb will begin at 9 a.m., Thursday, May 15, near the front of the Naval Academy Chapel. The event is free and open to the public.

This year, the Herndon event will begin with a recognition of the top finishers from the Sea Trials event which occurs on May 13.  The Company of plebes demonstrating the top unit performance by showing endurance and spirit during the fourteen hours of Sea Trials will be recognized with the “Iron Company” award before the Herndon climb begins. 


The Iron Company will receive a trophy, which will be displayed in Bancroft Hall, and a pennant to be displayed on their Company guide-on (the guide-on is the numbered flag for each Company in the Brigade and is used in formations, parades and other events).  Additionally, the Iron Company will be in position to be the first members of their class to start ascending the Herndon monument.
Herndon climb times of years past:

1959 - 12 minutes (first recorded time)

1962 - 3 minutes 

1969 - 1 minute, 30 seconds (fastest time officially recorded)

1994 - 1 hour, 44 minutes, 20 seconds

1995 - 4 hours, 5 minutes, 17 seconds (longest to date)

1996 - 2 hours, 8 minutes, 46 seconds

1997 - 2 hours, 55 minutes, 17 seconds 

1998 - 2 hours, 22 minutes, 55 seconds

1999 - 2 hours, 7 minutes, 41 seconds
2000 - 1 hour, 19 minutes, 44 seconds

NAVAL ACADEMY CLASS OF 2011 TO PARTICIPATE IN HERNDON MONUMENT CLIMB 2-2-2
2001 - 2 hours, 15 minutes, 52 seconds

2002 - 2 hours, 7 minutes, 41 seconds

2003 - 1 hour, 19 minutes, 0 seconds

2004 – 2 hours, 19 minutes, 24 seconds

2005 - 1 hour, 16 minutes, 13 seconds
2006 – 1 hour, 14 minutes, 15 seconds

2007- 1 hour, 32 minutes, 42 seconds

Visitors are reminded that only vehicles with Department of Defense decals or handicapped stickers or placards are permitted on Academy grounds.  Visitors are encouraged to park at the Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium (parking will cost $5) and ride the courtesy shuttle bus to the Academy or to walk through Gate 3 on Maryland Ave.  Visitors 16 and over are required to show a valid photo ID to enter the grounds.  All bags are subject to search.
For more information about May events at the Naval Academy, visit http://www.usna.edu/PAO/calendars.htm.
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