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COL JOHN W. RIPLEY FUNERAL TO BE HELD AT NAVAL ACADEMY

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Funeral services with full military honors will be held for retired Marine Col. John W. Ripley, on Friday, Nov.7 at noon at the United States Naval Academy Chapel.  Ripley passed away on Tuesday, Oct. 28.  Interment will take place at the Naval Academy Cemetery immediately following the service. 
Raised in Radford, Va., Ripley enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1957 and then received an appointment to the Naval Academy.  He graduated from the Academy in 1962.  Throughout his 35-year active duty career, he served with distinction and became one of the Marine Corps’ most highly decorated officers.  His actions during the 1972 North Vietnamese “Easter Offensive” are legendary.  Ripley was credited with stopping the advance of three North Vietnamese Army mechanized divisions, supported with 150 tanks by demolishing the bridge spanning the Cua Viet River, near the town of Dong Ha.

Ripley crawled under the bridge at Dong Ha while exposed to heavy enemy fire and rigged 500 pounds of explosives over a three hour period that brought down the bridge.  His actions saved countless U.S. and South Vietnamese troops and prevented the North Vietnamese from securing vital military objectives.  A diorama depicting this heroic action is on display in Memorial Hall at the Naval Academy.

“Col. Ripley was a genuine American hero,” said Naval Academy Superintendent Vice Adm. Jeffrey Fowler.  “Col. Ripley’s selfless and resolute actions in combat at Dong Ha have inspired countless graduates over the years.  His contributions to our country, the Marine Corps 






MORE
RIPLEY FUNERAL 2-2-2

and the Naval Academy will not be forgotten.  On behalf of the Naval Academy family, our heartfelt condolences go out to the Ripley family.”

After retiring from the Marine Corps, Ripley was president and chancellor of Southern Virginia College in Lexington, Va., and later the Director of the Marine Corps History and Museums Division. In 2002, he was recognized with the Distinguished Graduate Award by the Naval Academy Alumni Association and in 2008 became the first Marine inducted into the U.S. Army Ranger Hall of Fame.

Ripley’s personal decorations included the Navy Cross and Silver Star, two awards of the Legion of Merit, two Bronze Star Medals with Combat ‘V’, the Purple Heart, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the President Unit Citation, the Navy Unit Citation, the Combat Action Ribbon, the Vietnamese Distinguished Service Order and the Cross of Gallantry with Gold Star.  
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