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FOUR NAVAL ACADEMY MIDSHIPMEN NAMED MARSHALL SCHOLARSHIP

RECIPIENTS
ANNAPOLIS, Md.—The Naval Academy (USNA) is proud to announce four Midshipmen First Class (seniors) recipients of Marshall Scholarships, an institutional annual record for the Academy.  The Academy currently is joined by only one other U.S. college or university with as many Marshall Scholarship recipients this year.  This highly competitive academic scholarship provides two years of postgraduate study at a United Kingdom university.
Midshipman 1st Class Henry J. Donaghy is the Naval Academy’s 20th Marshall Scholar and will pursue a Master of Science in sustainable energy futures at Imperial College London.  Donaghy double-majors in physics and mechanical engineering.  He ranks second in his class of 1,073, is fluent in French and has won multiple leadership awards in the Brigade of Midshipmen.  Donaghy is a member of the Trident Jazz Band and is a national caliber member of the Marathon Club.  In a project funded by the Office of Naval Research, Donaghy is currently conducting independent research to develop an electron beam weapon that can disable improvised explosive devices.  Upon graduation, Donaghy plans to become a submarine officer in the U.S. Navy. 

Midshipman 1st Class Benjamin C. Zintak from Arlington Heights, Ill., has been selected as the Naval Academy’s 21st Marshall Scholar and will pursue a Master of Science in autonomous vehicle dynamic and control at Cranfield University.  Zintak is an honors major in systems engineering 
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and is in the top six percent of his class academically.  His activities at USNA have included mentoring students in the "Mids for Kids" community outreach program and serving in a variety of important leadership positions at the Academy, culminating in his current job as Brigade Executive Officer.  Zintak’s plans to become a Navy pilot upon his graduation from the Academy
guided his selection of a senior research project, which is to construct a flight controller to guide a remotely-controlled helicopter through a complex array of buildings.  He also led a group of eight midshipmen as representatives of the Academy's Aerospace Engineering Department on an exchange visit to aerospace facilities in Japan in the summer of 2008.  
Midshipman 1st Class Kelly M. Zahalka is the Academy’s 22nd Marshall Scholar and will pursue a Master of Arts in Chinese studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies in London.  She is ranked first in her class in military order of merit and is one of the most accomplished student-athletes on the women’s swimming and diving team. With a major in history and a minor in Chinese, she is currently an exchange student at Beijing Capitol Normal University.  Zahalka plans to receive her commission as a Marine Corps ground officer and aspires to achieve the distinction of serving as a Foreign Area Officer specializing in Chinese affairs.
Midshipman 1st Class Kyle D. Checchi is the Naval Academy’s 23rd Marshall Scholar and will pursue a Master of Science in international health policy at the London School of Economics.  Hailing from San Ramon, Calif., Checchi stands first academically in his class. He was awarded the Naval Academy American Chemical Society Undergraduate Chemistry Award last year.  Majoring in chemistry, he is now doing a capstone independent research project conducting a multidisciplinary study that links the chemical synthesis of antimicrobial compounds with a microbiological study of induced cellular stress responses caused by these compounds.
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Checchi serves as the Brigade Character Advisor. He has volunteered at the University of Maryland Medical Center's Shock Trauma Center and plans to become a U.S. Navy doctor after graduation from the Naval Academy and completion of medical school. 

 “It is my distinct pleasure to congratulate our newest Marshall Scholars on their monumental accomplishment.  Their selection from a pool of the nation’s best scholars is a reflection of their hard work, intellectual rigor and passion for public service.” said Vice Adm. Jeffrey Fowler, superintendent of the Naval Academy.
Marshall Scholarships were founded by an Act of Parliament in 1953 and commemorate the humane ideals of the European Recovery Program (Marshall Plan).  Goals of the program include enabling future leaders of America the opportunity to study in the UK, to help scholars gain an understanding and appreciation of contemporary Britain, to contribute to the advancement of knowledge at Britain’s centers of academic excellence and to motivate scholars to act as ambassadors throughout their lives thus strengthening British-American understanding.  Approximately 40 Marshall Scholars are selected each year, and this is the first time that there have been four recipients from the Naval Academy in one year.
For more information about the Naval Academy, visit www.usna.edu.
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