NAVAL ACADEMY ATHLETIC FACILITIES

1.  The Head, Physical Education Department is charged with overall responsibility for scheduling the use of Naval Academy athletic facilities.  Precedence for groups using athletic facilities is categorized as follows:

a.  Midshipmen, PE Instructors, and Coaches.  Naval Academy athletic facilities exist for exclusive use by midshipmen for training, physical education classes, intercollegiate athletics, contests and recreation.  Midshipmen have priority at all times.  If a conflict should arise, any and all athletic equipment, weight machines, courts, and playing fields shall be yielded to midshipmen.  Physical Education instructors and coaches shall also be given priority in the execution of their duties. 

b.  Navy Youth Programs and Navy Supported Youth Organizations.  Support of organized youth sports/recreation organizations will be consistent with reference (d) and this instruction.  The Head, Physical Education Department shall have cognizance over all Naval Academy sponsored youth sports and recreation programs and organizations.
c.  Group Use 


(1) Midshipmen, Staff, Faculty, and NAAA.  Submit requests directly to the Head, Physical Education Department for approval.  Permission will be granted based upon facility availability and noninterference with scheduled events. 


(2) Non-Naval Academy Groups and Organizations.  Submit requests to the Deputy for Operations as per paragraph 7a(2) of this instruction.

d.  Individual Use.  Individuals eligible to use the athletic facilities must obtain an access button from the Physical Education Department.  Qualified applicants must be 16 years or older to receive a button for unescorted access.  Qualified dependents under 16 years may use facilities but must be escorted by a button holder.  U.S. Government identification cards or employment verification must be shown for all individuals applying for a button.  Categories of personnel eligible for individual use of facilities are: 


(1) USNA, Naval Station Annapolis (NAVSTA), Naval Medical Clinic, Branch Dental, and Customer Service Desk, Annapolis active duty personnel.


(2) USNA civilian faculty and employees.  This includes civilian personnel employed as academic professors and instructors and USNA civilian employees of General Schedule (GS) 10 or above, Wage Supervisor (WS) 8 and above, and Wage Production Facilitator (WD) 8 and above.


(3) USNA civilian employees not delineated above.  These employees must be assigned/employed by USNA, the Naval Station, and those federal organizations working in direct support of and reporting directly to, the Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy.

(4) Dependents, under the age of 23, of categories (1), (2), and (3). 


(5) Military retirees (including spouses) and USNA civilian employees retired with 20 years or more service (including spouses). Both categories must reside in the Annapolis area.


(6) Special category.  Individuals not qualifying in the above categories may submit the form (Appendix (A) of this enclosure) available from the Button Coordinator to the Head, Physical Education Department.  Applications will be reviewed and forwarded for approval by the Deputy for Operations.

2.  Policy and Procedures
a.  Buttons

(1) The Physical Education Department Button Coordinator issues buttons on the 1st deck Fitness Facility (“Bubble”) in Halsey Fieldhouse on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 1100-1300 unless otherwise posted or published.  Emergent or routine closings will be posted at the Button Office as required.

(2) Button holders WILL NOT be allowed to use the facilities under any circumstances unless they visibly wear their button on their shorts, sweats, etc. Individuals using the swimming pools must have their buttons poolside.  Repeated violators are subject to suspension of privileges.


(3) A lost button must be reported, in writing, to the Head, Physical Education Department, for reissue.


(4) A button is for INDIVIDUAL USE ONLY and is NONTRANSFERABLE. Violation of this policy will result in suspension of privileges.


(5) Midshipmen have priority at all times.  Authorized users will be alert to arriving midshipmen and will relinquish facilities to midshipmen use.  Physical Education instructors and coaches shall also be given priority.


(6) Button holder rules are designed to make your workout safe, enjoyable, and as free from distraction as possible.  All button holders are expected to help enforce the existing button holder policy.  Questions should be directed to the Physical Education Department Button Coordinator in Macdonough Hall, (410) 293-4224.


(7) Off-limits areas for ALL facilities include, but are not limited to administrative offices, training spaces, mechanical rooms, storerooms, varsity (Porter Road) tennis courts, 7th wing weight room, and team locker rooms. NO ONE UNDER 16 WILL BE ALLOWED IN WEIGHT ROOMS OR THIRD FLOOR OF MACDONOUGH HALL.  The ONLY authorized areas for button holders are:

(a) Halsey Field House 

Main basketball arena (unless the wooden floor is in place)

Multi-purpose gymnasium

Main locker room

Indoor track

Aerobics room

2nd deck weight room

Squash courts

Second deck exercise rooms

Climbing Wall (certification required)

(b) Macdonough Hall
Multi-purpose gymnasium

Weight rooms

Racquetball courts

Main locker room

(c) Macdonough Hall Indoor Pools.  All qualified button holders may use the Macdonough Hall indoor pools.  A button holder in swimming attire must accompany qualified dependents under 16 years.  The accompanying button holder must remain present within the pool deck area while dependent is swimming.  The following pool regulations contained below apply:

1. No individual will be allowed in either pool unless there is a properly certified lifeguard present.

2. Street shoes are not permitted on the pool deck.



3. Showers must be taken before entering the pool.



4. Persons with infections, open sores, skin diseases, or bandages are not permitted pool use.

(d) Bancroft Hall Tennis Courts.  The courts between Bancroft Hall and Brownson Road are primarily for the use of midshipmen.  Button holders or qualified dependents under escort are eligible to use these courts on a not-to-interfere basis during button holder hours.  Midshipmen have priority on these courts at all times.

(e) Porter Road Tennis Courts.  These courts are off-limits to button holders.  Use of these courts is restricted to the Varsity and JV tennis teams, midshipmen, Porter Road residents, and special guests of the Superintendent.

(f) Ricketts Hall.  Use of the Ricketts Hall weight room is limited to blue button holders only from 1150 to 1325, Monday through Friday.

(g) Fields.  The fields are open to midshipmen and button holders.  Authorized button holders wishing to conduct organized activities on an athletic field need to coordinate field usage through the Physical Education Department Scheduling Officer at (410) 293-5239.  The Head, Physical Education Department reserves the right to limit field usage for maintenance or other situations as necessary.


b.  Guest Policy.  Button holders will be granted the privilege of one escorted guest.  All guests must be preauthorized and issued a guest pass for access to any athletic facility designated for button holder use.  Guest passes must be picked up by the button holder in Macdonough Hall during regular button issuing hours.

c.  Scheduled Hours of Operation.  Posted on the USNA website and on the exterior doors of all athletic facilities.
NOTE: During the academic year, 1530 to 1830 Monday-Friday is designated physical mission time for midshipmen.  Button holders are prohibited from use of the facilities from 1530 to 1830 (with the exception of the Halsey Bubble).
d.  Aquatic Facility Usage.  The aquatic facilities are open to midshipmen and button holders according to the following schedule: 

Lejeune Hall:

1145-1345  (Contract Lifeguard must be present)

Macdonough Hall (ACADEMIC YEAR ONLY):



0530-0700  (Midshipmen only)

1200-1315  (Midshipmen only)




1530-1830  (Midshipmen only)




1830-2130  (Midshipmen and Button Holders)




1300-1800  (Weekends, if midshipmen lifeguard is present)

Midshipmen stand lifeguard duty in Macdonough Hall.  All certified midshipmen lifeguards must be qualified and registered with the Physical Education Department.  When the Brigade is away from the Naval Academy (summer, Christmas, and spring breaks, etc.), the only swimming will take place Monday through Friday, 1145 to 1345 in Lejeune Hall.

e.  Biennial Verification/Reissue.  Buttons will be reissued for eligibility verification every 2 years.  New-button issue will occur in January of even years according to posted instructions.  Individuals failing to verify their button will be subject to loss of button-holder privileges. 

 f.  Individuals using USNA athletic facilities do so at their own risk.  Employees or agencies of the U.S. Government or the Naval Academy are not responsible for loss of life, personal articles, or injuries.

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL CATEGORY CONSIDERATION
NAME:___________________________________________________________


 (Last)


(First)

(M.I.)



(Rank)

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________



(If not affiliated with USNA/NAVSTA)

PHONE: [work]_(____)___________________[home]_(____)_______________



(If not affiliated with USNA/NAVSTA)

JUSTIFICATION / AFFILIATION WITH USNA:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE: ___________________________________ DATE: ___________

SUBMIT TO:
 HEAD, PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPT, U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY



 628 COOPER ROAD, ANNAPOLIS, MD  21402-5021



 (YARD MAIL STOP 4A)



 (FAX No. (410) 293-3811)




Recommend approval

Recommend disapproval

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________ DATE: __________



(Head, Physical Education Department)





Approved



Disapproved

SIGNATURE ____________________________________ DATE: ___________



(Deputy/Chief of Staff)
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