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POLITICAL SCIENCE SPRING CAPTSONE COURSES 

SPRING 2010
FP471A, Eco-Terror: The Global Rise of Radical Environmental Groups (WIKI).
This capstone explores the national security threat of radical environmental groups. It makes use of a unique data set (Institute for the Study of Violent Groups) and a WIKI-based research design. Working independently and in teams, student will explore the drivers of eco-violence and search for connections between eco-terror groups and other violent groups. (Ernst)

FP471B, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  Liberty versus authority is an enduring theme in American constitutionalism and in American life.  How do we balance the rights of individuals with majoritarianism?  Liberty, whether it be individual liberty to express oneself in terms of religion, speech or other forms of individualism or whether it be liberty in terms of freedom (rights of the accused) from the need of government to maintain order or law both entail minority rights versus majority will.  Equality, due process, freedom, liberty all are concepts and ideas we will explore philosophically, historically, legally, and politically. (Zotti)
FP471C, Maritime Security Challenges in the 21st Century: The Role of Non-State Actors and Non-Government Organizations. This capstone will study emergent maritime security challenges with a focus on the role of NSAs such as terrorists, pirates and drug/human trafficking and NGOs such as environmental organizations and medical assistance organizations.  Discussions will include the destabilization of nations and the diminishing numbers of state navies to secure the maritime environment. (Berube)
FP471D, Japan’s National Security policy (JNSP) and US-Japan Relationship. 

2010 will be the fifty year anniversary of the US-Japan Security Treaty. This alliance has lasted even after end of the Cold War and US-Japan relationship is sometimes referred as “Corner Stone” of regional stability. Is it true? If so, why? And will it be true in future? To answer these questions, this course analyzes how JNSP has evolved and examines the present, past and future of the US-Japan security arrangement in the context of the regional security environment. (Takahashi)
FP471E, Hybrid Warfare, a 21st Century Threat to National Security.  Over the last two decades non-state armed groups – terrorists, insurgents, militias, and criminal organizations – have been proliferating in number, importance and capability, blurring the once clear line between conventional conflict and irregular warfare. Once only regional actors, these groups are no longer confined to distant lands—some armed groups have developed conventional capabilities and the ability to strike across the globe.  The emergence of this new form of warfare, hybrid warfare, has created a dilemma for today’s military planners.  This capstone examines the origins and the complex and diverse nature of the threats posed by groups which operate within the context of this security paradigm.  (Prereq:  FP384, Politics of Irregular Warfare or HH386C, The History of Modern Counterinsurgency) (Williams)

Capstones Spring 2010 (continued)

FP471G, Emerging Security Threats: The nexus of transnational crime and terrorism. The course will start by examining violent incidents of terrorism, extremist, and transnational criminal acts that have occurred in order to learn more about patterns of illicit groups and networks operating in or through Africa as part of their transnational operations. Midshipmen will be asked to chose one or a few illicit networks to study in more research using qualitative and social networking techniques to summarize their results. Social networking techniques are widely used by DOD, DEA, and others agencies fighting crime and/or terrorism. Thus, you will a new method of analysis that may come in handy in your near-term future career. If external funds are available, midshipmen producing the best projects will present their results at the Institute for the Study of Violent Groups at the University of New Haven in Connecticut. (Purkitt)
FP471H, The Politics of Transition. The seminar is designed to review several conceptual models of transitional politics and to employ this methodology to the examination of a selected contemporary manifestation of a sustained and accelerated social, political and economic evolution. (Instructor’s permission required) (Rachwald)
 
