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A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: Political Science internship at the Defense Intelligence Agency
2.  Objective:   To gain a greater understanding of how the military intelligence community operates and achieves its mission.
3.  Approach:   I was attached to the Joint Intelligence Task Force Combating Terrorism (JITF-CT) in the Middle East at the Defense Intelligence Agency main office at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, D.C.
4.  Accomplishments: Due to the Top Secret nature of what I was doing, I can discuss very little of what I did while attached to JITF-CT.  I spent seven days attached to the Arabian Peninsula/ Levant Branch, seven days attached to Iran-Hezbollah Branch, and the remaining time attached to    the Iraq Branch.  I spent the majority of my time reading the many intelligence products that each branch has produced over the past few years, but I also participated in writing products, creating slides, and attending meetings.  I gained a nuanced understanding of how intelligence is gathered, comprehended, analyzed, and sent forward to the combat zones or up the chain of command so that it may be used in a meaningful manner.
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   As I mentioned, I worked on several papers and PowerPoints, while at DIA.  I cannot, however, talk about those products because of their sensitive nature.
B.  Administrative
The first and most important thing to mention is that everyone at DIA treated me with the utmost respect and was excited to share their work with me and allow me to do work for them.  Captain Austin served as an excellent host, and he was always available if we needed anything.  He made sure that all of our accommodations and other issues were taken care of, and he had us set up and ready to work in a remarkably short period of time.  The Bolling Inn was a decent place to stay; however, it would be helpful if the money for lodging were fronted to the interns prior to their internships.
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance :  I found this internship extremely relevant to my career as a future officer.  The ability to view the Global War on Terrorism through the prism of DIA afforded me a perspective that will serve me well as an officer fighting this long and tough war.  Also, the understanding I gained of how intelligence products are created will allow me to be a more informed decision maker as an aide, senior officer, or policy maker because I understand the process and the nuances of the intelligence community.
2.  Impact:  This internship has made me consider a career in the intelligence community much more seriously than I had before.  I am considering laterally transferring after several years as a combat officer.  The people that one can work with in the intelligence community are phenomenal, and the mission appeals to me.
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  The information that I had access to was so interesting that I would have been happy to spend the next year sitting at my computer reading; however, the meetings and products that I attended and worked on were the most challenging and interesting parts of working at DIA.  Almost everything I was tasked with was something that I did not very much about, so I had to learn very quickly and then create a quality product.
D.  Recommendation(s)
The two recommendations I would make are that the MIDNs be given an advance for the housing cost of the internship, and that the internship count for training.  I wish the internship had counted for training because instead of going on my second fleet cruise where I learned very little new information, I could have spent eight, instead of four, weeks at DIA working on and studying the most dangerous national security threat of this century: terrorism.
