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A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: Defense Intelligence Agency/ Joint Intelligence Task Force- Combating Terrorism
2.  Objective:   The goal was to analyze incoming intelligence reports from multiple sources concerning the European theatre. Sources included unclassified press reports as well as classified reports from various intelligence community agencies. The primary objective of the branch was to analyze the intelligence available and warn the relevant policy makers of terrorist threats. JITF-CT is one of the primary terrorism warning task forces for the DoD.
3.  Approach:   I was a single Midshipman assigned to the Europe Branch in the Office for Threat Analysis. My primary job was to analyze raw intelligence on a specific subject and write a threat analysis.
4.  Accomplishments: During my time, I was able to produce an article for the Defense Intelligence Digest, a daily report that goes to policy makers in the Pentagon and is used as the basis for slides briefed to the SECDEF and CJCS. I also completed various smaller tasks, researching for other analyst’s reports and assisting with slide for the J2.
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   At the end of the internship period, I was able to have a classified article published in the Defense Intelligence Digest, informing policy makers of the current threat to Europe from a specific terrorist group.
B.  Administrative
My orders were fully funded by DIA to include mileage for travel to and from DIA, lodging, relevant food expenses, as well as Per Diem. I had to fill out a travel claim with the necessary receipts in order to get these funds.
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance: While I am a Systems Engineering Major, I am very interested in international relations and foreign affairs as well as the Intelligence Community. Thus, this internship was particularly relevant and insightful. There were technical aspects of intelligence that I was able to learn about that more reflected my studies at USNA.
2.  Impact: This internship definitely increased my interest in pursuing an intelligence career in the civilian world and possibly in the Marine Corps if I am chosen. It also made me interested in pursuing a graduate degree in security studies or international relations later in life.
3.  Level of interest/challenge: The majority of the days that I felt were boring or slow were primarily due to the time it took to in process my clearances and gain computer access. After this was done, I was able to contribute to the team on a regular basis, attend briefs and meetings, and hold relevant discussions with the officers and analysts. I found the work very interesting and enlightening and it greatly shaped my views of not only current military operations, but also how policy is made in our government. The environment was mentally challenging because I had to defend my analysis for my report to senior intelligence analysts. They were extremely knowledgeable but offered only constructive criticism and helped me get into an intelligence analyst mindset.
D.  Recommendation(s)
Primarily, I think it would benefit future Midshipman if their clearance information was able to be processed before they arrived, perhaps if they went in for a day during 0 Block. Also, I think it would be interesting to be able to travel to the Capitol, Pentagon, NSA, or CIA to spend a day at those facilities. Lastly, while it may not be possible, I think the internship experience should be made available for a longer time period. Mine was 5 weeks, but I spend the first week and a half getting access to the necessary networks so that I could fully participate in the office. Things that I enjoyed were living on base. This allowed me easy and reliable access to and from work at DIA which was also on base. Also, we had a roles and missions brief, which told us everything DIA was responsible for and also allowed us to handle recovered weapons from Iraq. I thought this was a great overview and a good hands-on experience that I found valuable.
E.  Other
I would recommend future Mids talk to as many people as possible. The majority of what I learned and found valuable was from informal conversations with the people I worked with. Take advantage of any briefs that are offered. My office had a Militant Islam SME who gave weekly briefs on relevant topics such as Bin Laden, Shi’a Islam, and Abu Musad al-Sadr. Talking to people also opened up opportunities to travel to Capitol Hill and the Pentagon. While I learned a lot of specific details about certain terrorist and terrorist groups, the views and opinions expressed by other officers and analysts provided me the most lessons learned.
