








August 19, 2009
MEMORANDUM

From:   
To:       Deputy Director of Research and Scholarship

Via:      (1)
CDR Gregg Garbesi, USN, Faculty advisor and Division Internship Coordinator
             (2)
Professor Eloise Malone, Chair, Department of Political Science
Subj:  AFTER-ACTION REPORT FOR INTERNSHIP, SUMMER 2009
Ref:    (a)  COMDTMIDN/ACDEANINST 1531.73A

1.  Per reference (a), this after-action report is provided following an internship at Headquarters Marine Corps during the period 22JUN-17JUL 2009.  My point of contact at the Pentagon was Maj Ryan Connolly, phone (703) 692-4346.  

A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project:  N/A
2.  Objective:   The goal was to learn about the Foreign Area Officer (FAO) program while working on foreign affairs issues concerning the Marine Corps.  
3.  Approach:   I worked with one other midshipman in the International Issues branch of Headquarters Marine Corps.  We reported to an office of eight FAOs and helped them with several projects during the internship.
4.  Accomplishments:   We helped create a “trip book” for the Commandant of the Marine Corps by writing country information papers and personnel biographies.  We also contributed to power point presentations on the Georgian 31st Battalion and FAO representatives in Western Europe.  
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   We presented all of our completed work to the FAOs in our office but made no formal presentations during the internship.
B.  Administrative
I did not receive funding for this internship.  Fortunately, I was able to stay with my aunt and uncle in Bethesda, Maryland.  I drove to the Pentagon each morning, and my drive was approximately twenty minutes.  
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance:  This internship was directly relevant to my interest in both international relations and the FAO program.  I worked on several different issues in different regions of the world and talked directly to FAOs about their experiences abroad.
2.  Impact:  After completing this internship, I would like to continue pursuing a possible career with the FAO program.
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  Most of the internship dealt with interesting issues, but there were times when the office had trouble finding us work.  I tried to fill downtime by attending various think tank events in DC.  DC has a plethora of interesting events throughout the summer at places like Brookings, CSIS, Cato, etc.  Attending these events diversified my intern experience and gave me the opportunity to better familiarize myself with DC.
D.  Recommendation(s)
I think it would be beneficial to start the internet access process prior to one’s internship.  Without internet, an intern is greatly limited in their ability to help the office.  We didn’t get internet access until the second week of the internship, so the first week was slow.
E.  Other
I thought this internship dealt with interesting and relevant issues.  Additionally, I gained valuable insight on the FAO program.  I would recommend this internship to anyone interested in seeing how international relations topics relate directly to policies and operations in the Marine Corps.

                                                                                    Very respectfully,

Copy to:
Div Dir of Sponsoring Division  

Chair, Professional Programs

Div Dir, Professional Development Division
