








14 Aug 2009
MEMORANDUM

From:   
To:       Deputy Director of Research and Scholarship

Via:      (1)
CDR Gregg Garbesi, USN, Faculty advisor and Division Internship Coordinator
             (2)
Professor Eloise Malone, Chair, Department of Political Science
Subj:  AFTER-ACTION REPORT FOR INTERNSHIP, SUMMER 2009
Ref:    (a)  COMDTMIDN/ACDEANINST 1531.73A

1.  Per reference (a), this after-action report is provided following an internship at Headquarters Marine Corps, PPO, International Issues Branch (PLU)  during the period  28May09- 20Jun09.  My point of contact at HQMC, the Pentagon, was Maj. Ryan Connolly, phone 703) 692-4346.  

A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: Forward Information on East Asia Countries / Biographical information on Foreign Military Officers
2.  Objective:   To provide flag officers with necessary information to well execute relations with foreign military officers in order to provide the US Marine Corps with necessary international relationships to further training and combat cooperation.
3.  Approach:   I was the Assistant Desk Officer for the East Asia Branch.  We conducted meetings with foreign military officers and attaches to coordinate visits, briefs, and training for the US Marine Corps and its counterpart in foreign militaries.  This included attending Embassy formal events and meetings with high ranking foreign officers.
4.  Accomplishments: I was an advisor during a meeting of the Inter America Defense Board.  I provided updated biographical information on multiple visiting foreign officers, assisted in the planning of a foreign visit by a flag officer and served as a welcoming party and escort for visiting foreign officers, including the Commandant of the Royal Marines, Commander Japanese Ground Self Defense Force, and a recent commanding officer of the Japanese GSDF task force in Iraq.  Additionally I assisted in the coordination and planning of their visits.  I prepared tasking messages to fleet units to provide foreign training.
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   By the conclusion of the internship I had updated biographical information on many foreign officers and prepared the country information papers for a flag officer’s visit to the countries.  I also drafted tasking messages and edited standard operating procedures. 

B.  Administrative
Although initially I had trouble accessing computer systems, the office was able to task me with hardcopy items that were of a high importance and utilized my abilities to the fullest extent.  By the end of the internship I was fully involved in many of the current operations of the branch, many of which required extensive understanding of the international military-political system.  I had pay access to the gym at the Pentagon and was invited to numerous after working hours formal events at the embassies in Washington DC.
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance: The internship had the highest level of relevance on my major and my intended career path.  I was able to interact with high ranking officers and participate in major US military planning that engaged the concepts I have learned in class.  
2.  Impact: The internship impacted me by furthering my resolve to pursue a career in the US Marine Corps and pursue graduate education in the areas of National Security and International Issues.
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  Although at first the engagement level was low, by the conclusion of the internship I was challenged on a daily basis to engage critical thinking skills and apply concepts and policy at an extremely advanced level.  Additionally at the IADB meeting I was able to utilize my knowledge of Spanish to assist officers in attendance and interact with the foreign dignitaries.
D.  Recommendation(s)
I highly recommend this internship as one of the most fleet relevant ways to use and engage the course work that is pursued at the Naval Academy.  I thoroughly enjoyed my time there and look forward to the chance to return.
E.  Other
If there were a way to setup a metro pass, the internship would have been less costly.








Very Respectfully,
Copy to:
Div Dir of Sponsoring Division  

Chair, Professional Programs

Div Dir, Professional Development Division
