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A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: Eisenhower Center for Space and Defenses Studies Space Seminar
2.  Objective:   The goal was to learn about the various elements of commercial and defense space that contribute to space policy, and then discuss these elements to arrive at solid conclusions and recommendations for the Eisenhower Center. 
3.  Approach:   The total seminar consisted of approximately 20 students, with various levels of technical expertise and background. The group would be given a briefing and a tour of a facility, and would then discuss the implications and contributions of that particular facility to space policy. 
4.  Accomplishments: Trough group discussions and roundtables, we were able to gain a greater understanding of the policy considerations involved in Space enterprise. 
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   This internship did not afford us the opportunity to publish any works, but we did contribute to the notes of the Eisenhower Center, which will be published in a textbook this year that will help serve as a primer for future seminars.
B.  Administrative
Lodging was provided by the center at each location. The lodging was excellent and very convenient for this activity. In Colorado Springs, it was nice to stay at the Air Force academy.  We were given the opportunity to eat with the rest of the Cadet Wing, as well as the opportunity to experience the outdoors in Colorado. 
There were some issues with the transportation arrangements and the airline tickets, which was not cleared up until after the internship was over. There needed to be more coordination between the two academies in so far as logistics is concerned. Meals were not an issue, nor were transportation once the internship started. Midshipmen should be instructed as to the logistics behind the DTS system as well as the rates for per-diem. It seemed there was some discrepancies between the academies in how per diem was being treated. Also, we should have been allowed to file travel claims for expenses not covered in per-diem. In the Navy, sailors are allowed to claim expenses such as taxi rides and incidental expenses on a travel claim and be reimbursed by the Navy. Midshipmen should be afforded the same opportunity.
Meals were provided on most nights, and they were excellent. Food was not a problem for the majority of the internship.
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance: This internship was put out through the political science department, and in did encompass a policy discussion towards the end of the two weeks. The first few days, while very interesting and educational, were, from a strictly political science point of view, not relevant. The defense contractors spent a lot of time talking about the technological aspects of their products, but not so much about the policy related side. 
2.  Impact : While I  do not plan on a service selection directly involving space operations, I did gain some insight into the defense contracting and procreation system. I also saw how space operations are integrated into other military operations, and I hope to use this information when I get to the fleet.
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  I was very interested in the subject matter, and it was challenging to keep up with the technical side of this internship. I preferred the policy discussions, and sometime I got lost on the technical side off the discussions. We also had some difficulty relating our experiences to some of the other members of the group. The group dynamics proved to be as hard some times as the discussions. 
D.  Recommendation(s)
The strongest recommendation I have for this internship is that some form of pre0reading material on current space policy and most importantly space technology needs to be required. It was painfully obvious the gap that existed between the students from schools like MIT and George Washington as compared to the military representatives. The civilians were up to speed and understood all of the technical background. If nothing else, I would recommend a short course from the Astro dept on the basics of space flight, as well as some of the major current projects. I think this internship needs to be expanded to include Midshipmen from technical majors as well as Political Science majors. 
E.  Other
It would be nice if arrangements could be made for Midshipmen to have more access to the Air Force Academy. Overall, this was an excellent learning opportunity. Unlike some of the other internships, this internship offered a look at policy instead of hands on application. And while that may not be the preferred method for some, we were still given an incredible opportunity to learn about space policy and interact with counterparts from the civilian sector, which provided us with contacts for the future as well as a fresh perspective for the application of space policy.
