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A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: Summer Space Seminar
2.  Objective:   The goal was to understand the importance of American involvement in space exploration and the use of space for national defense, while taking into account the laws associated in space and the importance of defense contractors in military space development.
3.  Approach:   I was part of a group of about 25 midshipmen, cadets, and graduate students who traveled to several different military bases, and manufacturing plants to learn about space through exposure to the facilities and people who make our involvement in space possible.
4.  Accomplishments: I was able to understand how we get into space through policy, engineering, and military leadership.
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   No formal presentations were made by the students.  We received several presentations from professionals, but did not make any of our own. 

B.  Administrative
All transportation for the trip was commercial air and when we went on site visits we rode in coach busses.  While in Los Angeles, we stayed in the Embassy Suites hotel.  Once we got to Colorado Springs, all military students stayed in the USAFA dorms while the civilians on the trip stayed in a local hotel.  When we got to DC we stayed in GWU dorms.  All of our arrangements were reserved and paid for before we arrived.  Lunch was provided most days by the site we visited at noon.  Breakfast was included by the Embassy Suites when we were there.  At USAFA we could eat in the galley for all meals.  Other than that, we were on our own for food.  We received per diem, so it didn’t cost anything.  It is good to note that we usually had to pay for transportation to get to a restaurant, and Los Angeles was more expensive than Denver or DC.  Mrs. Hicks traveled with the students and was easily accessible when there was a problem.   
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance  The internship was relevant to what I will be using in my future career in the military and potentially after the military.  The space equipment we saw is utilized heavily by our military forces, but I also got to see the engineering of it which I potentially will work on as a civilian.
2.  Impact   This experience has opened up my eyes to a huge area of study that I knew little about before I attended the seminar.  It has given an understanding to how the tools we learn about actually operate, but it also gave me ideas about how I can work for defense when I no longer wear the uniform.
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  The level of interest was very high.  I got to see far more and talk to more people than I thought.  The level of challenge was also high.  The speakers understood their audience, but the systems they work with were very complex.  However, by the end of the trip, the difficult concepts became much more clear and understandable.
D.  Recommendation(s)
I would highly recommend sending out some prior reading material.  Some of the students were very familiar with the material, but others knew little.  Similarly, some people were engineering majors and some were political science, so I suggest something that will allow all participants to be on a somewhat equal playing field.  I really liked how we got to visit military bases as well as civilian contractors.  It was great to see how the contractors fight for grants, and the military officers get to control what they want and who they want to make it.  
E.  Other

Throughout this trip all the members became good friends.  We spent the whole day together and then went out at night together and had a really great time.  When we got to USAFA, the cadets showed us around Colorado Springs and lead us on a hike up to one of the peaks on their campus.  At GWU the students from there showed us around DC and we were invited to a party at one of the student’s apartments.  We have kept in touch since the trip.

