
The 18 days I spent in Israel with the JINSA funded internship were among the most valuable of my 21 years of life.  The trip provided a multifaceted look at the nation of Israel in terms of politics and security as well as the land where civilization came to fruition.  Between visiting sites of ancient civilization, witnessing the training and capabilities of the IDF, and meeting and conversing with the youth, I learned more than I ever thought possible.   


I became very interested in seeing the State of Israel in the last few years. Since I have been a student at the Naval Academy, my interest in the nature of international conflict, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict, has blossomed.  One of my major life goals is to use my experience as a student and a Naval Officer to study human nature and conflict.  One day, I would like to use my knowledge and experience to help mediate and prevent bloodshed among peoples.  I believe the only way to understand the complexities of a conflict is to witness it first hand.  By interacting with the Jews of Israel and seeing the land that provides the source for conflict, I felt I would be able to understand the most complex and difficult political issue that exists in the world today. 


My other reason for wanting to see Israel was slightly more personal.  From a research paper that I wrote my sophomore year, I learned of the depth of my Jewish ancestry.  Both of my father’s parents were raised Jewish.  Half of my family is Jews that migrated to the United States from Northern and Eastern Europe. Some sought to escape religious persecution while others simply longed for the American dream.  In any case, my dad was not raised Jewish so these facts were not discussed until I actively sought them out.  


 I began a quest to investigate my heritage.  I joined the Jewish Midshipmen Club at the Naval Academy to learn more about the religion.  As a learned more about the religion, I became more interested in the faith as an option for myself.  The innate humanism and extreme tolerance that I have not witnessed in any other religion appealed to my personal beliefs.  The rich and sometimes tragic history of the people bestowed me with an empathy and sense of connection with the Jewish people and an interest in the Zionist ideology.  When the internship for a chance to go to Israel popped up I jumped on the opportunity. 

There is little on the trip that I did not enjoy and benefit from experiencing.  Our tour guide Jonathon Cutler provided incredible knowledge and pertinent insight into everything we saw.  Within less than three weeks, I feel like I attained a reasonably comprehensive look at the entire nation.   We managed to see the major cities, see each branch of the IDF, and even swim in each of Israel’s seas. 
I have never slept so little in an 18 day period.  There was way too much to see and do than to spend my valuable time with my eyes closed. While my days were spent investigating the historical sites and witnessing the operational capacity of the military, my nights were spent exploring the Israeli nightlife.  The nights were extremely valuable to my experience, because from the Israeli youth I was able to attain the citizens’ perspective on the nation of Israel.  I grasped the complexity and eclectic nature of Israeli society through the stories of migration from around the globe to the Holy Land.  I discussed global politics with those that I met and attained a feel for what the future of Israel may hold as the current youth begin to take the reigns of the nation.   

The only experience of the trip that I felt could have been excluded was the “Bedouin” encampment experience.  The Bedouin tents had electricity and the bathrooms were as nice as many of the hotel bathrooms.  I did not feel that the Bedouin experience was genuine, and I feel that the overnight could be excluded and replaced with a night in Eilat.  The resort town provided a view of a part of Israel that one rarely hears about, and I believe that it would be a valuable addition to the tour.   


The speakers that came to speak with us were very valuable.  A recommendation would be to include an Arab speaker who could provide at least some insight into the Arab side of the equation.  I did not feel as heavily propagandized as I anticipated going into the trip, but I did feel somewhat isolated from the Arab population of Israel.  I recommend trying to incorporate an Arab facet into the trip while ensuring the safety of the cadets and Midshipmen.  


The trip to Israel is one I will never forget.  Minus the few suggestions, I would not change a thing about the trip.  I would hope John is given the opportunity to guide on subsequent JINSA trips, as he had a great rapport with the cadets.  I am greatly thankful for the opportunity to go on the trip.  It has given me a more favorable outlook on the nation of Israel and a greater insight into the situation in the Middle East.  I have great pride in what the Jews have done in the land of Israel.  I am in the process of figuring out how to get back to the Holy Land. I would like to bring my twin sister to see the beautiful nation and view a part of our heritage.  
