Subject: Summer internship to US Military Delegation to NATO Headquarters in Brussels, Belgium

General Info:  From May 29 to June 25 I was an intern at the political headquarters of NATO in Brussels.  Officially, I was assigned to the US Military Delegation (Department of Defense) but I also had opportunities to interact with the US Mission (Department of State) and the international staff.  In addition, I was able to spend a day at the military headquarters in Mons. 

Experience gained:  The purpose of the trip was to give me an insider's view of NATO that went beyond what I had learned in class.  I experienced every aspect of NATO from the debates in the working groups to the North Atlantic Council.  I was exposed to a level of the military that most people do not see until much later in their careers.  This was my first introduction to a joint command with people from each branch of service.  It was interesting to see the military discussing the ramifications of military action rather than just simply operations.  It was also very interesting to see the interaction between the US and the allies.  Everything in NATO must be done through consensus.  Often this goal was very difficult to achieve.  Finally, simply being in Europe itself was an experience.  Brussels has a huge mixture of cultures and perspectives because of the international bodies there. 

Projects:  I went to working groups nearly every day.  These ranged in subject from transformation to NATO-Russian relations.  Specific work I did involved researching for staff members (specifically about the potential reaction of Russia to possible Kosovo independence).  I had the opportunity to edit speeches for the Secretary General to deliver before the North Atlantic Council.  I also helped prepare the Defense Ministerial Binder for Secretary Gates who visited while I was there. 

Highlights: The highlight of the trip was the Defense Ministerial Meetings.  At this time the Secretary of Defense met with his counterparts in the allied countries at NATO. 

Recommendations:  I would recommend that the next student who participates in this project researches a specific area of NATO which he would like to focus on.  Perhaps he could even contact the officer in charge of it and get a heads up on what will be going on during his time there.  I would also recommend formalizing the midshipman's place with the US Mission.  Since I was on the Delegation's staff I did not have free access to the Mission which made entry difficult. 

Additional information: The weather was not as warm as I expected.  I recommend getting a Eurail pass before leaving the US for travel on the weekends.  The uniform for NATO is suits except for a military uniform once a week.  I definitely recommend this internship. 
