CAPSTONES FOR FALL 08 (AY09)
FP471A, American Empire.  The seminar will track the idea of an American empire from Jefferson’s isolationist “Empire of Liberty” through recent neoconservative manifestos for geopolitical activism to the current predicament in Iraq.  We will compare American with Roman, British, French, and Chinese ideas of empire, consider empire as an electoral issue and see if an imperial policy can be pursued by a democratic nation.  (Prof. Wrage)
FP471C, Empirical Exploration of Political Behavior. Students will conduct a rigorous empirical exploration of an original topic in political science or public policy. This topic will be selected by the student with the assistance of the instructor, and it may be in any subfield of political science.  A strong background in statistical modeling is a requirement for this course. (CAPT Dubyak)
FP471D, Evolution of European Union: from Coal and Steel to Constitution. Research will focus on the lengthy and troublesome "broadening" and "deepening" of the European unity from its originally limited economic association to an integrated economic and political entity.  (Prof Rachwald)
FP471G, Middle East and the New World (Dis) order.  The world is increasingly unipolar, with the United States at the helm of the global community, and the Middle East is increasingly the focus of the US's and the world's policy attention.  This course will consider ways in which US Foreign Policy can create a more stable Middle East.  Some of the issues we will consider are oil and politics, terrorism and security, democratization and economic reform, and the growing rift in global Muslim-American relations. (Asst. Prof. Wheeler)
FP471H, China’s Rise and U.S.-China Relationship

China's rise represents presumably the most important geo-strategic issue for the 21st century. This capstone seminar explores the realities and implications of China's growing power with a focus on the challenges for the United States. (Assoc. Prof. Deng)
