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A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: N5IS Tasks
2.  Objective:   The goal was to get exposure to the international strategy planning process of the Navy.
3.  Approach:   I worked with officers and midshipmen to complete tasks given to us such as creating read-ahead books for the CNO and SECNAV.  After creating these books, many officers have the opportunity to attend the meeting or social event the book was made for, and they took the midshipmen along to these events. 
4.  Accomplishments: I assisted in creating many read-ahead books and was able to attend several meetings with the Chinese attaché, Japanese ambassador, Nigerian CNO equivalent, the VCNO, and CNO.  I also attended a social event hosted by a Japanese 3-star Admiral.  I drafted a letter from the CNO to the Singaporean CNO.  We also attended a memorial service for the Korean War in which we took part in the Navy’s representatives to attend.
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   I played a large role in developing a read-ahead book for the CNO on a Chinese visit.  The CNO saw my name on the book and highlighted it, indicating he was glad to see that I took part in the book’s development.  Also, I created a PowerPoint presentation on the US’s interaction with China for the SECDEF. 

B.  Administrative
It would be nice if the Academy could assist midshipmen in finding lodging arrangements in DC.  The most difficult part of the internship was looking for a place to stay.  I can see where it is hard to find lodging arrangements if you do not know someone who lives in the DC area.

Also, the Pentagon logs on to the computers using CAC cards.  However, the CAC cards we are issued at USNA have an inactive chip.  All the midshipmen had to get issued new CAC cards after calling the Academy to discuss this.  It was a long process that could have been eliminated by USNA issuing CAC cards that have chips that work.

C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance The internship was very relative to my political science major.  I am an American Government concentration and did not know very much about international affairs.  It was interesting to see how the Navy interacts politically with other countries and how these countries’s governments work.  I learned a great deal about China and Japan in particular, but also Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Korea, South Africa and Nigeria.  I discovered how a country’s political and governmental system largely affects their military limitations and strategies.  This internship was truly enjoyable for any political science major of any concentration.
2.  Impact My experience significantly helped me solidify what I want to do in the Navy.  Working at the Pentagon provided me with many opportunities to speak with high ranking officers about their specialty and what they would advise midshipman to do during their careers.  Speaking and working with these officers made me want to make a long career out of the Navy.  There are so many opportunities provided for officers in the Navy to get to do interesting things and meet amazing people from other countries.  I want to be a SWO, and a SWO I met in the hallway took me up to N86, the Surface Warfare Directorate, where I got to meet other SWOs and see how decisions are made about ship and missile building.  I also spoke with SWOs that work in my office about their career field and got advice and helpful tips from them.  Working in N5IS also made me want to do a tour at the Pentagon so I can have the chance to do interesting things like this when I am an officer as well.  This internship also changed my views of some foreign countries and opened my eyes to the real relationship between the US and these places.
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  The internship was more interesting than I thought it was going to be.  I never imagined I would get to meet so many people.  N5IS is an organization that is unlike any other.  They have the unique opportunity to sit in on CNO meetings with foreign delegates and attend social events with foreign officers.  Meeting the CNO and VCNO was great and the dignitaries from other countries were extremely fascinating people.  I made many connections with people from other organizations in the Pentagon too, which is great to have during my career.  The most rewarding experience was making the read-ahead books for the CNO and then getting to attend the meeting I prepared him for and hearing him discuss issues I deemed important for him to mention.  The N5IS office is always working on something, which kept me busy and learning.  I was never board and got a wide range of exposure to all areas of the world.
D.  Recommendation(s)

This was an amazing internship.  I highly recommend promoting this internship as one of the best learning opportunities a midshipman can get.  
E.  Other

At this internship, not only did I learn about other countries, but the interaction with officers was great.  Many of the officers are USNA graduates and they gave great advice to us about our careers and service selection choices.  
