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A.  Technical
1.  Title of Project: Office of the Secretary of Defense, Policy Planning-Strategy: Trends and Shocks, CIG (Culture, Identity and Governance), Minerva Initiative
2.  Objective:   The goal of this internship was to be immersed in the field of political science by researching a multitude of different subjects.  By the end of the internship I should understand the lengthy process behind certain defense initiatives sent up to Secretary Gates for foreign policy issues. 
3.  Approach:   I was the only midshipman in the Policy Planning office who was assigned to work with a senior researcher, Dr. Pauline Kusiak, on the Trends and Shocks Initiatives and CIG Project.  I was her research assistant during the three week period and helped greatly on one of her papers to be addressed to the Defense Secretary. 
4.  Accomplishments:  I became well versed in the civilian contribution to defense planning and better understand the relationship between forward military strategy and behind the scenes research.
5.  Publications and/or Presentations:   I personally did not publish anything as during the three week period I was an assistant to a senior researcher.  However, Dr. Kusiak utilized much of the information I found and wrote up within her paper. Furthermore, I assisted her in putting together a power point presentation for the briefing to the Defense Secretary on the importance of knowing the cultures and identities of nations and how this impacts defense planning.
B.  Administrative
During the three weeks, I lived with a family in Fairfax Station, VA.  Both work at the Pentagon and their children go to the academy.  I suggest finding someone in the area of Arlington to live with because it would be closer; however, I cannot complain.  They were very hospitable and welcoming.  If you do live outside of the DC area in a surrounding suburb, getting a “Smart-trip” Metro card is important.  You can fill this up with money and use it on the metro.  I had a ten minute drive to the metro station and then about a 30 minute metro ride to the Pentagon. It was very easy and there was hardly ever traffic. Do not try to drive in on 95, you will hit traffic.  Also, if you work at the Pentagon, I suggest packing lunch, the meals there are very expensive and can run you up about $10 a day.  I did not have per diem for this internship and got no monetary assistance or funding so do anything possible to save up on money.  Having a car in the area is helpful to check out surrounding areas.  DC is a great place to spend a weekend.  
C.  Evaluation
1.  Relevance: As the internship went on, I realized that most of the research I was doing was directly related to a Capstone topic I hope to work on this year.  The trends and shocks project was highly based on quantitative data.  I initially was not sure how relevant the internship would be since it was not my first choice (NATO was not funded for Political Science), however as it went on the correlation between the project and my international relations background was apparent. 
2.  Impact: It was interesting to see the civilian side of the military within the OSD Policy Planning office.  Most of the people working in the office were researchers who specialized in different topics and nations.  I attended different meetings and briefings on various foreign policy and defense issues. When I was not busy within the Policy Planning office, I networked within the Pentagon and met with officers from the C
3.  Level of interest/challenge:  The internship was interesting if I put some effort into it.  They realized that this was my “summer” as well as my internship POC was a USNA graduate; however, putting effort into the projects really made the job more intriguing and insightful.  I did sit in front of a computer screen, books or reports for a vast majority of the time researching; however, I did have numerous opportunities to branch out to talk with people in other parts of the Pentagon.  I made numerous lasting relationships which will be of use in the future and worked with a very gifted group of individuals.  The internship itself was not very challenging, but it was great to have a different perspective on defense strategy, especially since what we normally see and hear is coming down from the military chain of command.  The policy planning office I worked in was very interested in what I was studying and my future goals.  They were more than willing to have discussions on current events within the realm of foreign policy, all of which could affect my role as an officer in the military upon graduation.  I realized, however, that I do not want to have a job where I sit in an enclosed office (not many offices in the Pentagon have windows) at a cubicle every day.  
D.  Recommendation(s)
Please ensure that your orders say you are working at the Pentagon for 30 days, even if you are not.  I ran into some trouble because mine did not say that; therefore, I was unable to get a permanent access card or able to use the incredible Pentagon Athletic Center.  Once I got them switched, it was much easier.  You will not have to stand in line every day waiting for a visitors pass.  That is my biggest suggestion.  Also, use the metro and buses to get around.  I may recommend working in the strategy office.  I was in policy planning which seemed to be more philosophical, research, papers; however, the strategy office is where the real work behind the scenes of defense initiatives takes place.  
E.  Other
If you need to stay in a hotel for the duration of the internship, I suggest staying in the Pentagon City or Crystal City area where you can just hop on the metro or walk.  Check into getting funding for that first.
