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Subj: Internship After Action Report: Center for Strategic and International Studies
1. General Information
CSIS is a non-partisan think tank dedicated to the study of foreign policy and national security. It is comprised of thirty-two departments that each focus on a particular issue, such as ‘Transnational Threats’ or ‘The South Asia Program.’ The departments are led by Senior Fellows, who conduct research in their areas with the aid of research assistants and interns. The result of this work is information for policymakers and often influence on the policy process itself. 
2. Experience Gained
I was assigned to the Homeland Security Department. For a few weeks, I worked with three other interns on various projects and tasks that needed to be accomplished for the Senior Fellows. I learned a great deal about the world of think tank academia, and also got to see what a nine to five office job would be like.  This internship is great in that you’re not just stuffing envelopes or answering phones. I did a lot of reading and writing on interesting topics that related to homeland security, and had a collegial but professional relationship with the research assistants and fellows.
3. Specific Projects
All the other summer interns at CSIS are working there for about twelve weeks, so they have a lot of time to work on projects. Since I was only there for three, I didn’t start one of my own and basically helped the other interns with their projects. One of these related to the smuggling of nuclear weapons and materials into the U.S. Another was focused on improving the coordination of the various agencies that prevent and respond to national disasters. 

The interns in my department were tasked with other jobs as well. One was writing the News Brief, which is a daily sampling of the news articles pertaining to Homeland Security. There were also other small jobs, such as helping to prepare a Senior Fellow for an interview, or doing a literature review on a given topic and compiling a binder with the documents you found.
4. Highlights
I really enjoyed spending time with the other interns, who were mostly rising college seniors with an interest in foreign affairs and national security. Also, CSIS hosted a few events each week for the interns to attend. The best one was a primer about the technology behind nuclear weapons, which was given by a tremendously knowledgeable and experienced analyst from the Department of Energy. Another great event was a visit from Japan’s Minister of Security. 

5. Other Information
The internship is unpaid, and you don’t get reimbursed for lodging or transportation. (On the plus side, I got $60 in metro vouchers from CSIS.) Also, CSIS and the Political Science Department are very flexible in terms of scheduling. My internship was three weeks, but it could have been longer if I chose. You should arrange housing and transportation early if possible, and make sure to get business casual-type clothes. Show up 5-10 minutes early each day, and try to get involved as possible. Finally, being in D.C. for a few weeks with no uniforms and formations is pretty nice. Take time to enjoy the city, and make friends with your fellow interns. 
