SUBJECT:  MIDN Summer Internship Program After-Action Report – ONI 2007

1. General Information – During my three week summer internship at the Office of Naval Intelligence, I was assigned to ONI-222, which dealt primarily with intelligence analysis of our international areas of interest. I dragged with three different people and experienced ONI as an officer analyst, a civilian analyst, and a division manager.


2. Experience Gained – As a hopeful Intelligence Officer, I gained unique perspective regarding how intelligence is acquired, how we analyze said information, and its larger military and political implications.  I got to read as well as write some top secret reports on ship tactics, terrorist organizations, and foreign national military leaders.  I have a greater understanding of what the daily life of an intelligence analyst is like and understand the massive involvement of their job within the U.S. military.

 

3. Workday -- The workday lasted from 0730 to 1500. Upon arrival in the morning, I stood at the watch floor to hear the morning intelligence brief broadcast to the CO, XO, staff, Pentagon, and other National Defense officials.  It gives the command a brief about possible assets as well as targets to keep in mind during the day’s work, as well as what areas of interest are becoming more important.  I edited intelligence reports, put together briefs, read briefs on terrorist organizations, toured weapon divisions, attended command meetings, and basically watched the inner workings of the intelligence community.

 

4. Highlights – I enjoyed finally being able to use my security clearance on a daily basis, to research everything from top secret weapons developments, insurgent groups, and our relations with China, to historical reports from the Cold War and different military operations during past conflicts.  I had to be cleared to enter and leave the building, you can’t talk about anything outside special rooms (some of which “don’t exist”) and you get to see and hear things that most officers won’t get to hear their entire time in the fleet.  

 

5. Recommendations – I would recommend this internship to anyone interested in learning more about the intelligence community, especially to those that might go Intel later in their careers.  It is not as glamorous as James Bond, but is extremely relevant to the military and important to see the reports that Admirals across the globe are making decision off of.  I thoroughly enjoyed my time at ONI, and look forward to working with them in the future either as an officer or civilian.  
