SUBJ: AFTER ACTION REPORT- INTERNSHIP AT OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

1. During the Summer of 2007, I participated in a five-week internship with the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI).  I was specifically assigned to the Information Acquisition Directorate’s International Programs Department (ONI-331). 

2. Working in ONI-331, I had the privilege of working with some of the Navy’s finest intelligence personnel. Most of the officers to whom I was subordinate were career intelligence officers. They not only gave me insight into their various billets and prior assignments, but they also taught me a great deal about the Naval Intelligence community as well as how the budding career of a junior officer is built. I also worked with many prior-naval officers and Department of Defense civilians. The ability to work simultaneously in a military and civilian environment gave me a useful and positive experience that will aid me in working effectively in similar positions in the future.
3. I worked on several projects at ONI-331 that related to the Navy’s intelligence relationship with foreign allies and partners. My work included editing and authoring point papers on foreign intelligence relationships, providing logistical support on visits to ONI by senior-level foreign officers and dignitaries, as well as overall facilitation of diplomatic efforts of our department. All of my projects at ONI were very worthwhile, for they challenged me to exercise my planning, analytic and organizational skills in a timely and relevant manner. The exposure to the inner workings of the Intelligence Community that I received while working at ONI will prove invaluable. 
4. There were several appealing and worthwhile moments from working at ONI. Since my duties led me to collaborate with numerous departments within ONI, I was able to learn about what they do and how it aids the Navy’s role in the Global War on Terrorism. Being able to listen to daily intelligence briefs, peruse through classified material, and be an active part in the intelligence community are all aspects of my internship at ONI that I will never forget.
5. The only improvement I would highly recommend would be that if the Academy were to find some way to fund the costs of the internship. While I wholeheartedly agreed to take responsibility for the costs of transportation and food, a little subsidization from the Academy would have been greatly appreciated. In addition, I would recommend that prospective interns find some sort of housing in the D.C. area. Since I knew no one to live with in the area,  I had to reside in Bancroft Hall for the five weeks of the internship. I was assigned different Naval Academy watches that I was forced to stand, sometimes having to stand early-morning watches and then heading right to work in the morning.  I recommend that if an intern has to stay in Bancroft Hall for his internship, that he gets excused from all watch assignments for the weekday.  
6. Overall, I had a very positive experience during my internship with the Office of Naval Intelligence. I highly recommend it to midshipmen who are motivated, hard-working and wanting to accomplish something that directly supports the Global War on Terrorism. 

