
Sails To Get You There… 
 
 



• What sails do I need? 

• How should they be built? (Design criteria)  

• Tips on Use: Getting them up and down. 

• Keeping them in one piece. 

 



Different Approaches to the Problem 





I Had a Dream…Ultimate Offshore Race Inventory 







Symmetric versus Asymmetric 
 



It’s reaching sails that count in distance 
racing. 

• Code Zero 

• Jibtop 

• Blast Reacher 

• Code 3A asymmetrical 

• Genoa staysail 

 



The Racing 
Code Zero 

 



The Cruising Code Zero 





Reaching leads 
 



Code 3A 
 





Performance Cruising 

Working sails 

Heavy weather 
• 95% working jib 

• staysail /storm jib 

• Storm Trysail 

 

Light air •  Mid-sized, medium weight, 
  asymmetrical spinnaker w/sock 
•  Code Zero Asymmetrical 

• Mainsail w/2 or 3 reefs 

• Mid-Size all purpose genoa  



Moderate Air 
 



Heavy Air 
 



Moderate 
Downwind 
 



Light Air 
Close Reaching 
 



Heavy Air Sails: 
the ORC #4 

 

• 13.5% of I2 

 

• Alternative means  

of attachment 





Storm Jib 

• 5% of I2 



How are you going to do it now? 









The Inner Forestay Alternative 



 
 



You Could Roll it… 



Getting Serious 
 





Mainsail reefs 
 





Reefing / the tack 
 



Single Line Reefing 



Reefing / the clew 
 





Trysail 

• 17.5% of P X E 

 







Separate track 
 



The Depowering Sequence 
Upwind 
 
• Full Main / Light #1  0-8 

• Full Main / Heavy #1  8-14 

• Full Main / #2   14-20 

• Full Main / #3   19-25 

• Full Main / #4   24-28 

• Reef Main / #4   28-32 

• Reef Main / #5   32-36 

• Double Reef / #5   36-40 

• Three Reefs or Trysail / SJ 40+ 

 

 



Adventures with spinnakers 
Clearing the wreckage 

• The letter box drop 

• Don’t let it all go 

• Death Rolls 

• The All Standing Jibe 

 



So what do I do now? 





The alternative to a full crew 
 



In one piece 
 

• Spreader/stanchion/pulpit patches 

• Batten pockets against rig 

• Sew or tie in battens (carry spares) 

• Minimize flogging 

• Watch what you are pulling on 

 

 



What sails are really for… 
for questions: dflynn@quantumsails.com 

 


