Sony 3CCD Color Video Camera Operation
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The Sony Color Video Camera is located on the northwest corner of Rickover Hall and can be used to view the MIDSTAR antenna through TV monitors (like the one pictured below).  These monitors are located in various places throughout the ground station and serve as a visual check of the status of the antenna.  The controls, as viewed below, are located in the command/control area of the ground station directly below the PC Sat InstantTrack monitor (gray panel). 
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The panel consists of four black “push” buttons and two silver switches.  The two push buttons that are aligned horizontally on the left of the panel are used to control the azimuth of the camera.  The leftmost button moves the camera to the left while the right button moves the camera to the right.  The two buttons that are vertically aligned are used to control the elevation of the camera.  The top button moves the camera to upward while the bottom button moves the camera downward.  The camera has a wide range of motion, but care should be taken when operating the system.  The camera continues to move as long as the buttons are depressed or until the limit is reached.  It is not recommended to operate the camera to its mobile limits because the closer the system is to the limit, the more unstable the movement becomes.   

The leftmost silver switch controls the zooming while the right switch controls the focus of the camera.  These switches are not spring loaded.  In order to stop the camera from zooming or focusing, the switch must be manually moved back into the center position.  
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